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Thank you Volunteers. Thank you 
land owners. Thank you to permit 
buyers. Without the dedication 

of our volunteers, land use permission 
from landowners, both private and co-
operative and all the snowmobilers out 
there who buy our trail passes, combine 
to make snowmobiling in Nova Scotia a 
rewarding experience as any in the snow 
belt.

The day to day operation of SANS, 
where as it may seem invisible to many, 
is anchored by our General Manager 
Mike Eddy and our Manager of Finance 
and Administration, Martha Dunlop. 
Thank you both for all you do every day 
for SANS.

We have been very fortunate as a 
volunteer organization to have had 
the leadership that has led us through 
time to where we are today coming into 
winter 2016/2017. In these times merely 
standing still does not cut it and we must 
forge forward not only to maintain but 
to improve our organization. I am ever 
mindful when we meet with government 
and their officials of the respect they 
have for SANS. We are also held in high 
regard among our peers both locally 
and internationally. When snowmobilers 
put their sleds away in the spring the 
work at SANS continues daily throughout 
the summer. Many thanks to Mike and 
Martha for their monthly reports which 
are distributed by e-mail to all our 
members keeping them informed of the 
on-going projects and daily operations 
of SANS.

  Over the past year I have criss-crossed 
the province attending zone meetings 
and several snowmobiling events. I very 
much enjoy the times I have spent over 
the years discussing snowmobiling   and 
riding with sledders young and old 
and very much relish the friendships I 
have made. I also enjoy riding today 
as much as I did fifty years ago when 
snowmobiling was in its infancy.

I am excited about the relationship that 

we have formed with ATVANS. Working 
together on various projects and sharing 
a trails manager have cumulated into 
where we were in November; sharing 
our workshop symposium. It is a win-
win for all especially when dealing with 
government as we both work under 
the off highway vehicle act and share 
common interests and issues.

This past year giant steps were taken 
in dealing with government by meeting 
with the Premier and other cabinet 
ministers to present our concerns and 
needs directly to them. We also receive 
excellent cooperation from 
their staff many of whom 
we communicate with on 
a daily basis.

I want to thank the various 
committees of SANS 
for the ongoing service 
they perform. The Trails 
Committee under Stan 
Slack work constantly 
in the best interest of 
snowmobilers to keep our 
trail system safe and GPS-
ing up to date. They also 
make the administration 
of the small grant 
applications a seamless 

process.

The Permit Review Committee under the 
chairmanship of Reg Crewe has for the 
second time been challenged to come 
up with a permit structure that is amiable 
to all and yet keep us moving forward for 
the next 3 years. No easy task indeed. 
I ask you to think about SANS and our 
future in future discussions. We must 
look at SANS as a business and explore 
ways to make our business grow. I ask 
you to listen to the committees reasoning 
in their presentations. We must have 
constructive dialogue if we wish to 
meet our goals. I believe the groomer 
equalization we have today works to 
the best benefit of all our clubs. SANS 
is an organization that must operate 
and plan its operations regardless of 
weather and snow conditions. We need 
the co-operation of all clubs to make 
this happen. SANS thanks you for your 
support in achieving our goals.

In closing please support our lottery 
fundraiser for Congress 2018 and 
please join us for our annual Ride for 
Dad in Baddeck March 3rd, 4th and 5th 
2017. Ride Safe.

Presidents Report Spring 2015
Pat Burke, President, SANS

From left to right:

Dale Hickox President of the CCSO (Canadian Council 
of Snowmobile Organizations), Honourable Scott Brison 

Present of the Treasury Board of Canada, Pat Burke, Brends 
Welsh Secretary, Treasurer of the CCSO, Dennis Burns 

General Manager of the CCSO
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RESPECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
IS IMPORTANT TO US!

Occasionally our membership list is made available 
to reputable companies and organizations whose 
products and services may interest you. If you prefer 
to not have your name made available, contact us by 
mail or email at info@snowmobilersns.com

FRONT COVER
Left to right: Ben Seely, Jeff Whitney, Bob Wellwood and 
Noreen Jacques volunteer their time on the NRL Bridge.
Photo curtesy of Tammy Hines

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
Can you believe it; another season is upon us! So much trail work 
has been completed this past summer by our volunteers; what a 
very impressive lot they are! I wonder if the non-motorized groups 
realize just how much time and effort it takes to maintain the 
trails to a high standard of safety and usability. Each volunteers’ 
time to keep the brush (which never stops growing,) trimmed 
back to enable good visibility is an on-going chore. In places 
where the trail narrows, it is possible for brush to envelop and 
sometimes overtake these areas; keeping the brush trimmed is 
not an option but a must. I have seen the many before and after 
pictures of projects and problem trail issues that clubs address in 
their areas; oftentimes these require the skills of an engineer or 
someone who has taken water course instruction. It is not just a 
matter of heading out to the bush with a saw, much thought and 
planning goes into each expedition starting with the organization 
of a work party. It seems that the same few people volunteer their 
time over and over again. All clubs continually search for new 
volunteers and extra hands to help with trail maintenance. If you 
are looking to make some new friends over the coming winter 
and have some time to spare, why not donate some of that time 
to your local club. They will really appreciate it!

General Manager’s Report
Mike Eddy, General Manager, SANS

Our season should be started by 
the time you are reading this as 
there is enough snow now in 

some places to go play. All reports say 
we should have a decent snowfall this 
winter and it is sorely needed after the 
lacklustre winter of 2015! I want to take 
this opportunity to update a few SANS 
events through my article this fall.

International Snowmobile Congress 
2018 You probably know that SANS was 
successful in getting the bid to host ISC 
2018. This will be the 50th anniversary 
of ISC and it is great that SANS can 
play host for the 50th since we hosted 
the 25th ISC in 1993. Ironically 1993 
ISC was my first time being involved 
with the SANS organization. The 
planning committee will need lots of 
help in the coming months and this 
is your opportunity to help us stage a 
memorable event for attendees from 
around the world. Please consider 
helping out. There will be lots of small 
tasks as well as committee coordinator 
roles should that be of interest.

SANS Big Money Lotto The SANS Big 
Money Lotto was to be drawn at our 
Awards Banquet but due to lower than 
expected sales we sought an extension 
which was granted. The new draw will 
be in March at our SANS Snowmobile 
Ride for Dad event. Tickets are $100 
and a similar lottery was held many 
years ago with all tickets being sold. 
The breakdown if all tickets are sold is 
$33,000 in prizes with $25,000 for first, 
$5,000 for second and a $3,000 Travel 
Voucher for third. The remaining funds 
will be split between clubs selling tickets 
and the SANS ISC 2018 Committee to 
cover upfront expenses to host the 50th 
ISC event. Please consider buying a 
ticket or sharing one with one or more 
friends.

SANS 6 Event Weekend November 12th 
and 13th were two very busy days for 
SANS. Much work and effort goes into 
the events and meetings and all who 
are involved certainly need a break at 

the end of day on Sunday. It was very 
nice to see such a turnout of youth this 
year for the NSYS Workshop. The youth 
also sat in on one of the Symposium 
sessions and learned a lot about OHV 
Rider Winter Survival Techniques. With 
over 40 NSYS members we should see 
greater involvement from these folks over 
time and we expect they will be leaders 
of the association one day. They are 
very diligent and earned over $2,000 by 
selling tickets on permits, 50/50 draws 
and a silent auction table during the 
Saturday events!

Congratulations to Jett Crowell, NSYS 
member for winning the CCSO Youth 
of the Year for the past year and to his 
brother Jarrett who is following in his big 
brother’s footsteps by being recognized 
as the 2016 SANS Youth of the Year!

Special Recognition (Fundy Trail 
Snowmobile Club) The FTSC was also 
recognized by the Canadian Council 
of Snowmobile Organizations (CCSO) 
as the Club of the Year for the past 
year. The award was presented at the 
ISC 2016 in South Dakota. While on 
stage accepting the award the club 
was told they were being inducted into 
the International Snowmobile Hall of 
Fame, Eagle River Wisconsin! This is 
a huge honour and the club had two 
members attend the induction ceremony 
in September. They are only the 3rd 
snowmobile club in Canada to be given 
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this distinction. Way to go FTSC!

SANS Symposium This year we invited 
ATVANS to join us at the Symposium 
and we attracted over 100 attendees 
to our very first joint event. We held a 
Q&A session at the end and we received 
positive feedback so no doubt we will 
be doing this again. If anyone has 
suggestions for topics to be considered 
please let me know.

SANS Excellence Awards Banquet 
Congratulations to all the award 
winners! Many deserving people were 
recognized this year and since I started 
in 2012, we had a record attendance of 
185! All who came out enjoyed a great 
meal and were there to recognize the 
very deserving group of volunteers that 
were recognized. The President’s Award 
also was given to very supportive and 
hard working “friends of snowmobiling!” 
These awards are SANS way of saying a 
great big thank you for all you do.

SANS Communication I personally 
see great value in open and often 
communication and we try as much as 
possible to keep our folks informed of 
relevant things through the year. Monthly 
Office Reports are available to show 
what is going on in a timely fashion 
and we also hold Zone Meetings. 
SANS is structured in 4 Zones (Zone 1, 
Cape Breton, Zone 2,Pictou County, 
Antigonish, Guysborough east, Zone 3, 
HRM, Valley and South Shore and Zone 
4, Colchester and Cumberland County 
to Zone 2 boundary) Zone Meetings are 
held at least three times a year. Once 
before the season, once during the 
season and once after the season ends. 
These meetings are open to anyone 
with an interest to attend so please 
check to see where and when your Zone 
Meeting is taking place. It is a great 
way to be informed and be active in our 
snowmobiling business!

SANS Snowmobile Ride for Dad It is 

always a great event. Our 5th Annual 
Ride for Dad will take place on March 
4th 2017 in Baddeck. We expect a 
sell-out this coming year so don’t be 
disappointed and register as soon as the 
site goes live. Plans are to have group 
rides on Friday and possibly Thursday as 
well this year so if you want to see what 
the Highlands have to offer mark your 
calendars and plan to be there in March!

Club Volunteers I cannot say enough 
about all the volunteers that give 
so much of their time to do all the 
things that have to happen to make a 
successful and safe snowmobile season. 
Your clubs have been extremely active 
this year and if you haven’t already 
become a member consider joining one 
and go to a meeting. There are jobs of 
every size waiting for you and you can 
have tons of fun!

Merry Christmas to you all and best 
wishes for a safe, snowy and Happy New 
Year!

PRIZE STRUCTURE $100,000 total gross take in sales

33% Income goes to Prize Structure

1st Place $ 25,000.00 Cash Prize

2nd Place $ 5,000.00 Cash Prize

3rd Prise $ 3,000.00 Travel Voucher

Total Prize Structure Cost $ 33,000.00

Income for Clubs $ 33,000.00

Income SANS (ISC Committee) $ 33,000.00

Balance $ 1,000.00 Seller of Winning Ticket

SANS Lottery
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 Here are 10 tips for survival when it 
comes to finding and saving money, 
and some strategies to help your 
club be successful. All clubs big or 
small, active or social, can benefit 
from some of these helpful hints to 
strengthen their financial footprint.
1. Responsibility
Find the right person for the job. 
There is a role for everyone in a club, 
but not everyone can look after the 
club’s finances. Whether you need 
a treasurer, a fundraising chair, or 
the head of the ways and means 
committee, it’s important to get 
the right person in this role. When 
the winter is in full swing they are 
responsible for many thousands of 
dollars every week. The club has to 
have the utmost faith that this person 
can do the daily banking and record 
keeping that is required, but also has 
the foresight to spend efficiently.
2. Run The Club Like A Business
Yes it may be a not-for-profit, but a 
snowmobile club needs to be run 
like a business to ensure survival. We 
are in the business of providing a 
satisfactory (or better) trail system for 
our consumers. The public pays for 
memberships and trail permits, so that 
makes them stakeholders. Decisions 
on grooming and trail maintenance 
must be made keeping the end 
product in mind. Not-for-profits 
should not be carrying large bank 
accounts except for special projects 
or extra projected expenditures, i.e. 
a groomer upgrade or a clubhouse 
expansion. In fact, a not-for-profit 
should only have three to six months 
of operating expenses in reserve. 
For us, that might translate into one 
season of grooming/trail expenses. 
People will notice and riders will 
support your club if you deliver the 
product. They will just as quickly slam 
you if the trails don’t live up to the 
expectations.

3.  Establish and Strengthen 
Relationships

Snowmobiling is expensive. Building 
bridges is expensive. Buying groomers 
is very, very expensive. Your club 
can’t do it all alone, especially as our 
volunteer base is shrinking. One of 
the most important groups to reach 
out to is your snowmobile/OHV 
dealers. They get it! They understand 
what you are trying to do and their 
success hinges on your success. 
Another relationship worth building is 
with other ATV clubs or trail groups. 
Now we all realize this works better 
in some areas than it does in others, 
but the potential is worth exploring. 
A third place to turn is your local 
politicians and municipalities. 
Engage them, go to meetings, make 
presentations and inform them. This 
will shatter old stereotypes and will 
prove beneficial when you need 
support in the boardroom. Don’t 
forget your contractors and your club 
volunteers, as they all have a special 
role to play and you will need their 
help at some point. Buy them a pop 
and a pizza after that bridge gets 
built or the trail gets cleared. Go 
the extra mile and buy an accident 
policy that covers your volunteers on 
club projects. It only costs a couple 

of hundred dollars but could make a 
world of difference if needed.
4. Avoid Asking for A Hand-Out
Those days are gone, businesses are 
hit daily with requests for sponsorships 
and donations. Plus, it’s getting a bit 
hard to appear sympathetic when you 
have a $15,000 sled or two in your 
double trailer following a $200,000 
groomer down the trails. When you go 
to a potential advertiser, sell them on 
what your club can do for them first. 
Everyone knows snowmobilers spend 
money, but you engage that potential 
advertiser when you show them all the 
ways snowmobilers support those who 
support the sport. We are very unique 
in this way! It doesn’t hurt to have the 
facts and figures on hand to show 
just how many people will see their 
ad or product throughout the season. 
During the season, find different ways 
to promote your partners and thank 
them. Give them something concrete 
as a token of your apperception and 
invite them to club functions or your 
season-ending dinner. Expose them to 
other club members who also value 
their commitment. It won’t cost the 
club much to say ‘Thank You’ and it 
will be well worth it in the big picture.
5. Signs
One of the best ways to generate 
revenue is through signs; many clubs 
take advantage of this. If you have a 
clubhouse, shelter or trailhead then 
you can erect a sign or billboard at 
little to no cost. You can reproduce 
a map on the sign for even more 
exposure. Sell that ad space and even 
better create a three or four-year 
program for these sponsors to buy 
into. You also have the interior of the 
shelter or clubhouse to tastefully put 
up signs. Don’t forget to point out 
that in most cases the ads are viewed 
all year long along the trail by other 
users. Several clubs even sell ad 
space on their groomers and drags 
which works well.

From the desk of Andrew Wallis, 
Cumberland Snowmobile Club
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6. Funding and Grants
Let’s face it, permit revenue and 
sponsor money will barely cover 
a grooming season if we’re lucky. 
Things break, weather events 
happen and trails need to be 
rerouted or added. 95% of clubs 
will need to access some kind of 
funding assistance to keep from 
falling behind. It is imperative that 
a club identify someone who has 
the knowledge /time to access 
these grants and also the ability to 
complete all of the paperwork. This is 
where your established partnerships 
come into play and your politicians 
and municipal staff can be leaned 
on. If possible, your grant sources 
should be identified months in 
advance. This gives the opportunity 
for adequate time and planning to 
gather the required information for 
the applications. It also keeps you 
organized. If special funding becomes 
available, or if an emergency project 
is needed, you can be organized 
and find the time quickly. Record 
keeping is very important and all 
projects should track volunteer in-
kind contributions. When permitted, 
every group should charge out 10% 
for administration time on each 
project. Federal funding does not 
come around very often, but there 
are several provincial programs in 
Nova Scotia that are offered yearly 
and most municipalities have grants 
for trail work or non-profit groups. 
In a best-case scenario you can use 
money from one level to leverage 
money at another and double the 
expected outcomes.
7. Fundraising
Whether we like it or not, to some 
degree this is a necessary evil. 
Once again, you need to get the 
right person in charge or establish a 
committee. You need to clearly define 
the goals and objectives and from 
there work backwards to identify the 
means to achieve them. As they say, 
“If you fail to plan, then plan to fail!” 
The most important thing to keep in 
mind is that your objectives need to 
be reasonable and measurable. If 
you can’t measure some degree of 
success then the plan needs to be 

altered. If you have 200 members 
and you’re trying to finance a 
groomer then you might be able to 
handle a large lottery or fundraiser for 
a few years. If you’ve got 50 members 
and they are seasonal residents then 
you will need a completely different 
approach. The sky is the limit as far 
as creativity for fundraising. Many 
snowmobile clubs are now hosting 
events such as rallies and races in the 
non-winter months. Dealerships will 
gladly sponsor checkpoints and cover 
the costs of barbecues. Businesses 
such as pubs and restaurants will 
be happy to help you with special 
events such as dinners and auctions. 
Some businesses and banks have 
special fundraising programs for 
non-profit groups. Maybe you can 
create a sponsorship package that 
involves corporate advertising with 
a complimentary trail permit. Most 
people would rather have a root 
canal than sell tickets, so come up 
with some creative and worthwhile 
ideas, draw on your partnerships 
and you will achieve some degree of 
success.
8. Advertise
It doesn’t matter if it’s the sale of 
an Early Bird trail permit, a social 
function, or the opening of a new 
trail; take pride in what the club is 
achieving/working on and advertise 
what it is you are doing. If it involves 
a corporate partner or a municipal 
agency, help them get some of the 
credit. The more the public and 
in particular, the snowmobiling 
community knows about what is 
happening then the more positive 
exposure you will all get. Erect a sign 
at a bridge or on the new trail you just 
opened. Take out a newspaper ad the 
first week of December to let everyone 
know where the permits are sold. 
Find someone who has graphic arts 
experience to help you come up with 
posters to distribute for your functions. 
Don’t be afraid to use social media 
tools such as Facebook to promote 
things on behalf of the club. Many 
clubs are now using email distribution 
lists. One club even has a telephone 
database and pays a small fee to 
send a recorded message on the day 
of their monthly meetings. At the end 

of the day, you can come up with 
numerous ways to advertise that cost 
little but reap rewards.

9. Embrace Your Members

This isn’t rocket science – everyone 
likes to feel appreciated so it is 
important to reach out to your faithful 
members and permit buyers. “People 
who feel appreciated will always 
achieve more than expected.” Most 
people are happy to support a club 
and they don’t mind buying a trail 
permit. It is important to let them 
know we appreciate their support. It 
could be as simple as sending out 
a welcome mail-out in the Fall or a 
quick email on the month’s activities. 
Some people appreciate after-hours 
access to washroom facilities and 
most everyone will use your Wi-Fi if 
you set it up. Some clubs have hot 
dogs or hot chocolate on the trail, 
many have pot-luck dinners and there 
are appreciation suppers and closing 
dinners. We also need to give our 
members a voice and the opportunity 
to provide their feedback. We rely 
on our volunteers when the groomer 
gets stuck and the ice storms hit, so 
we owe them the opportunity to have 
their say. Some clubs do a very good 
job promoting youth snowmobiling 
and special ‘ladies only’ rides are 
becoming more and more popular.

10. Create A Successful Team

It takes a team to make things 
run smoothly. Different people 
have different strengths. Groomer 
operators tend to want to do their 
own thing. Treasurers are great at 
handling money and spending wisely. 
Most clubs have that one special 
person who is great at taking minutes 
and keeping things organized. There 
are usually those people who have 
lots of business contacts and can 
get some money generated when 
needed. Hopefully there will always 
be worker bees to get things done 
when needed, otherwise known as 
the boots on the ground people. The 
key to a successful club is to get the 
right people in the right roles to try 
and keep steering the ship in the right 
direction.
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Operating groomers is a very 
expensive business and 
one that requires a lot of 

manpower and volunteer hours.
We would like to provide some 
information on how recreational 
snowmobiling is funded and how 
the business of snowmobiling in 
NS is managed. The Snowmobilers 
Association of NS (SANS) is the parent 
body and there are 21 clubs in NS, 
registered as “not-for-profit” groups of 
volunteers with approximately 1150 
members.
SANS, regulated by the provincial 
government, through the Department 
of Natural Resources charges a fee for 
the snowmobile use of groomed trails 
by selling provincially legislated trail 
permits for use between December 
15 to March 31. The proceeds from 
the permit sales is then paid out to the 
clubs through a formula known as the 

Groomer Equalization Fund. The clubs 
get paid for the number of hours spent 
grooming the trails in their given area. 
This covers a portion of the fuel and 
maintenance costs, but certainly not 
all of it; no funding is provided for the 
purchase of the groomers, themselves. 
A new groomer sells for an average 
of $250,000. Clubs are responsible 
for this expense, without any funding 
assistance.
Clubs utilize a number of funding 
opportunities by volunteer-run 
fundraising activities and applying for 
grants from various funding groups 
such as NS Health and Wellness, the 
Off-Highway Vehicle Infrastructure 
Fund, Communities, Culture and 
Heritage and various other funding 
agencies which provide funding for 
specific trail related projects and 
activities. Most of these funds are 
provided on a shared cost basis and 

require equivalent volunteer hours, 
donations or club funds to match the 
grants.
The other main source of funding for 
trails is provided by the Off Highway 
Vehicle (OHV) Infrastructure Fund 
which is created from the registration 
paid when OHV’s, i.e. snowmobiles, 
ATV’s and off road motorcycles, 
purchase their Motor Vehicle Permit. 
This provides funding to maintain 
and upgrade trails, throughout the 
province. The National Trails Coalition, 
a federally funded program has also 
provided funding opportunities.
There are close to 4500 kilometers 
of trails managed and maintained by 
SANS clubs in the province’s mostly 
multi-use trails enjoyed all year 
round by many outdoor enthusiasts. 
SANS has been one of the largest 
trail developers and managers in the 
province.

SANS Clubs Governance, Trails, 
Groomers and Funding
By Reg Crewe, Chairman Permit Review Committee
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Nova Scotia-New Brunswick 
officially connected through 
trail system

The Chignecto Ship Railway Trans 
Canada Trail, a key connection to 
connecting Nova Scotia’s trail system 
to the rest of the country, was officially 
opened Sept. 12, with (from left) 
Cumberland Snowmobile Club president 
Greg Morash, Nova Scotia Trails CEO 
Vanda Jackson, project manager Andrew 
Wallis and Snowmobile Association 
of Nova Scotia president Pat Burke on 
hand.

TIDNISH, N.S. - Canada’ Great Trail is 
significantly connected to Nova Scotia 
following three years of work and 
investment into the Chignecto Ship Rail 
Way Trans Canada Trail corridor.

The Cumberland Snowmobile 
Association, with their counterparts 
in Sackville, N.B., were working on 
opening at the corridor between then 
two provinces when Trans Canada Trail 
started vetting interest to close the gap 
between the two. The primary challenge, 
project manager and Cumberland 
Snowmobile Club member Andrew 
Wallis says, was the terrain.

“Nobody wanted anything to do with it. 
It was mostly flooded under three feet 
of water over the trail at the other end. 
Essentially impassable,” Wallis said.

RELATED: Trans Canada Trail through 
Cumberland closer to connection

There was hope, however. In the winter 
the club could use the trail. Fast forward 
three years and over $300,000 later, 
over 45 km of trail have been developed 

along the former ship railway have 
been brought into a new era thanks to 
the many funding partners looking to 
connect the nation via its provincial trail 
systems before 2017. An official opening 
ceremony was held Sept. 12.

The foundation of the trail dates 
back to the 1880s when engineer 
Henry Ketchum envisioned a rail 
system that would take ships from the 
Northumberland Strait over land to 
the Bay of Fundy. That project died 
unfinished, leaving 26 kilometres of trail 
to the ages.

“It’s had no useful life really until now,” 
Cumberland-Colchester MP Bill Casey 
said in congratulation the team behind 
the modern system.

RELATED: Province purchases former 
ship railway property

“The great thing about it is the way they 
promote safe and responsible use of 
the backwoods areas, of our wilderness 
areas,” Cumberland North MLA Terry 
Farrell said.

For some off road enthusiasts, it truly is 
a feat the trail is now passable and safe. 
Cumberland County Municipal Warden 
Keith Hunter recalls trying to use the trail 
system with an ATV just a few short years 
ago and says that effort was not much 
different than Ketchum’s.

“A few years ago I didn’t think this would 
ever happen. You tried to go through 
there and you’re in the swamp up to you 
neck,” Hunter said. “I tried one time in 
the winter time and broke through the 
ice. Had to turn around a come back.”

The multi-purpose trail boasts a safe 

crossing at the section of swamp in 
question and elsewhere there is a 
new 30-foot bridge for continuous 
safe passage. Vanda Jackson, chief 
executive officer of Nova Scotia Trails 
and a provincial partner in the project, 
says bridging the Nova Scotia-New 
Brunswick corridor is a tremendous 
accomplishment and pushes the 
province over 60 per cent completion of 
its 2017 commitment to connect Nova 
Scotia to the Trans Canada Trails system, 
making it one continuous route across 
the country.

RELATED: Oxford trail bridge becomes 
reality for McLellan

“What an accomplishment. Forty-five 
kilometres of trail and the construction 
of a 30-foot bridge in a very remote 
area, all completed within three years,” 
Jackson said. “Its incredible.”

High praises was given to Wallis and 
his team in taking the lead to develop 
the trail and this section was critical to 
developing the “Great Trail” in time for 
the nation’s 150th celebration in 2017, 
Jackson said.

To learn more about the Great Trail, visit 
https://thegreattrail.ca.

Published on 12 September 2016

Reprinted with permission Cumberland 
News Now - Transcontinental

Photos by Christopher Gooding photo

Nova Scotia-New Brunswick officially 
connected through trail system
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Hi everyone, this is Jarrett from 
Nova Scotia Youth Snowmobilers 
(NSYS) to give you an overview of 

our annual fall workshop that was held 
at the Best Western Glengarry Hotel in 
Truro on November 12, 2016. There 
were 15 youth in attendance and we had 
a very busy day.

We started off with a meet and greet and 
then we attended a safety presentation 
by Steve Palmer and Jim Taylor on 
outdoor survival. A couple of cool things 
we learned were the acronym S.T.O.P. 
(Stop, Think, Observe, & Plan) and how 
to safely transfer someone out of the 
woods in a tarp. There were also lots of 
safety tips for the woods when you are 
out snowmobiling.

Afterwards we had lunch and then sold 
50/50 tickets, trail passes and monitored 
our silent auction. SANS President Pat 
Burke, won the 50/50 and graciously 
donated the money back to NSYS.

Afterwards we played an ice breaker 
called Jeopardy that Kaitlyn Randall 
organized and everyone enjoyed.

That was followed by a Treasurer report 
also given by Kaitlyn. Then, Jarrett 
Crowell did a presentation on his 
brother’s and his trip to Newfoundland 
in March of 2016. We then had 
a demonstration from Melanie of 
Emergency Health Services on what to 
do in an emergency situation involving 
snowmobiling. It was very informative 
and it made us feel prepared if an 
emergency situation should occur.

We ended our day by brain storming 
ideas for a NSYS banner and discussing 
ideas for the upcoming NSYS ride which 
will be held at the Smith Rock Chalets 
this season in February of 2017.

Later that night we all attended the 
awards banquet where I received the 
award for SANS Youth of the Year and 
Jett Crowell was presented with his 
award of CCSO Youth of the Year.

We had another 50/50 draw and 
Aaden Cock who won, also graciously 
donated his winnings back to the group. 
We continued to sell tickets on trail 
passes and silent auction items during 
the banquet raising a grand total of 
approximately $2000 over the course of 
the day. This money will be spent on our 
yearly youth ride along with donations to 
charities such as the Red Cross Fort Mac 
Fires to which we donated $200 earlier 
on in the year.

As for me, I’m looking forward to a great 
season and happy riding to everyone, 
drive safe.

All Youth are welcome!!!! You don’t have 
to be a snowmobiler to join NSYS

NSYS NEWS
by Jett & Jarrett Crowell

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS
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Here we are gearing up for another 
season. It amazes me to see the 
amount of energy and passion 

that our club members continue to give 
all year. The amount of work that takes 
place during our non snowmobiling 
months is staggering and without such 
dedication we could not offer and enjoy 
such amazing trails. I’m pleased to 
say that we have another full slate of 
directors and executive again this year. 
Many hands make work lighter and 
gives a diverse level of education and 
ingenuity. AVRR had numerous director 
meetings over the summer months 
focusing on a plan to prioritize trail 
improvements over a multi-year period.  
We have identified five projects for the 

future enhancement of our trails. 
Imagine, there are some who think 
snowmobiling is a winter only sport!

Four years ago Mike Welton, Mike 
Chute, Andrew and Jay Johnson 
along with Rick Jacques of the 
Annapolis Valley Trails Coalition 
scouted out a re-route for the very 
popular, trail #2 near Aylesford 
Lake. The re-route was necessary to 
bypass OHV traffic away from the 
expanding Granite Woods Cottage 
area. The plans were presented 
to the club and with that the ‘AVRR 
volunteer machine’ kicked in. They 
gathered approvals and funding, cut 
out the trail, did excavator work, bridge 
construction and finishing work and 

signage. Last fall the AVRR volunteers 
opened the trail with the crown jewels of 
the project being Jaques Lookout over 
Black River Lake and Whitney Bridge. 

AVRR Club Report

CLUB REPORT

Murray Hird Director of our North Mountain Trails
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The bridge was appropriately named 
in recognition of AVRR member Jeff 
Whitney’s commitment to moving a full 
sized highway bridge into a brand new 
trail system, no small feat; but with help 
he did it. Visit the Annapolis Valley and 
check it out while enjoying the rest of 
our trails or at www.avrr.ca and our 
club page on Facebook. Last season 
we were fortunate enough to offer our 

membership and the local public a 
winter safety/survival session. We hope 
to do so again this year.  Safety is one of 
our key mandates and we are pleased 
to say that we were able to purchase 
full sets of chain saw protection gear for 
our groomers. We are also working on 
a policy to set out the clubs’ position of 
promoting and protecting the safety of 
our volunteers; a minute of time to put 

on safety gear could mean the difference 
of loss of limb or worse life, not to be 
scoffed at. This season we were not 
able to host our local Grass Drags 
because the land wasn’t ready. This was 
unfortunate as it is one of our larger 
fund raisers, however stay tuned for our 
Snow Drags on Jan 28/17. It is always a 
fun event.

Snowmobile Safety: 
Ride Safe and Have Fun!
HASLETT, MI, November, 2016: 
Now is the time for snowmobilers to 
keep snowmobile safety a top-of-
mind awareness issue. Snowmobile 
safety is nothing new to organized 
snowmobiling. Snowmobile 
Administrators, the Manufacturers, 
snowmobile associations and 
clubs joined together years ago in 
developing the Safe Riders! You 
make snowmobiling safe™ safety 
campaign which emphasized safe 
snowmobiling practices, training 
and enforcement. The campaign 
includes safety related materials 
such as decals, posters, the 
Safe Riders! DVD, public service 
announcements, and more. Millions 
of Safe Riders! Snowmobiling Fact 
Books, Brochures and Posters 
have been distributed throughout 
the world to safety trainers and 
clubs and associations - free of 
charge- from the manufacturers’ 
ISMA office. The 22 minute long 
DVD is an excellent adjunct tool 
for snowmobile safety classes. All 
of the Safe Riders! materials are 
available free of charge by filling 
out an order form and returning it 
to the ISMA office.

The Safe Riders! campaign 
highlights key issues of importance 
for snowmobile safety. The position 
statements are concise and easy to 
understand. They include:

Snowmobile Safety

1.  Snowmobiling and Alcohol don’t 
mix - don’t drink and ride

2.  When night riding slow down - 
expect the unexpected

3.  Know before you go - always 
check local ice conditions

4.  Cross all roads with care - don’t 
become road-kill

5.  One is the loneliest number - 
never ride alone

6.  Know the risks and be prepared - 
make every trip a round trip

7. Ride smart ride right - stay in 
control

8.  Smart Riders are Safe Riders - 
always take snowmobile safety 
training

Mountain riders need to be 
aware of their surroundings and 
snow conditions. The 5 key safety 
guidelines when riding in avalanche 
country are:

1.  GET THE GEAR: Ensure 
everyone has an avalanche 
transceiver, shovel, and probe on 
their person and knows how to 
use them.

2.  GET THE TRAINING: Take an 
avalanche course.

3.  GET THE FORECAST: Make a 
riding plan based on the current 
avalanche and weather forecast.

4.  GET THE PICTURE: If you 
see recent avalanche activity, 
unstable snow exists. Riding 
on or underneath slopes is 
dangerous.

5.  GET OUT OF HARM’S WAY: 
One at a time on all avalanche 
slopes. Don’t go to help your 
stuck friend. Don’t group up in 
runout zones.

This year International Snowmobile 
Safety Week is January 21-29, 
2017. Visit www.snowmobile.org 
for a guide for ideas on how to 
organize a Safety Week event in 
your area.

Like us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/GoSnowmobiling 
and share your safe ride stories with 
all of us.

PRESS RELEASE
Contact: Ed Klim
Phone: (517) 339-7788
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

International Snowmobile
Manufacturers Association
(ISMA)
1640 Haslett Road
Haslett, Michigan 48840

Phone (517) 339-7788
Fax (517) 339-7798
www.snowmobile.org
www.gosnowmobiling.org
www.avosmotoneiges.org
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We are quite busy here at The 
Cabot Club this fall. We 
already have our groomer 

ready to go and floated down to North 
River; thanks to Stan Campbell. Now, 
the drag is ready to be floated down 
too. Our situation is a bit of a challenge 
since we have to drive one hour to get 
to our trail system which starts in North 
River. It is also a challenge because there 
is no gas station anywhere near there; 
so we have to haul all of our fuel too. 
Despite the difficulties, we always get it 
done!

We have most of our signs up, sign 
structures painted, wood in the Pig & 

Whistle and the many trees that were 
down across the trails cleared.

This year we have applied for funding to 
build a new bridge at Timber Lake West. 
It is really a lot of work because it is 
something that we haven’t done before. 
Clifford Aucoin our President, Fred Lewis, 
Gordie LeBlanc and Tom Farr have 
spent much time on this project and 
it is appreciated. We may have a new 
bridge by next snowmobile season. This 
will really be a big asset to our trails and 
grooming abilities.

On November 5, 2016 as we were 
putting up our signs we had quite a 

bit of snow falling. It didn’t stay on the 
ground but it’s a start and gives us hope 
for an early season.

Thanks to our club members for their 
dedication to snowmobiling, the work 
done on our trails, a new roof on our 
groomer shack and the list goes on. 
We have one member Kevin Ball who 
besides doing signage and trail work, 
plans to paint the inside of the Pig &n 
Whistle, that will be nice.

Hope to see you in the beautiful Cape 
Breton Highlands this winter!

Cabot Snowmobile Club
Cheryl Joseph

Another year is upon us and we 
have already had two meetings 
to discuss our annual fundraiser, 

bush hogging and ditching. We will be 
selling tickets this year on a SRX 120 
Yamaha, a $3,000.00 travel voucher or 
$2,500.00 cash (winners choice.) Tickets 
are $5 each or 3 for $10. The draw will 
take place on December 24, 2016 at 
the Port Hawkesbury Shopping Centre. 
Tickets can be purchased from any 
Cape Clear members or we will be at 
the Shopping Centre two weeks before 
Christmas. Thank you to Babin’s Service 
Centre for again providing us with the 
sled to have on hand to promote ticket 

sales and thanks to Maritime Travel for 
providing their signage.

A big thanks goes to Roy and Loretta 
MacKay for taking care of the Christmas 
parade float for Port Hawkesbury and 
Whycocomagh. This is an event attended 
by many and it’s great to see our Club 
being represented.

Our Club is very excited about the 
purchase of a new groomer that we 
share with the Inverness Capers and the 
Alpine Club; a big thank you to all the 
sponsors who made this possible. For 
anyone that is interested in sponsoring 
this great cause there are still advertising 
opportunities available.

As with any Club our volunteers make 
everything possible. Most of our 
volunteers work full time jobs and run 
businesses but still manage to get out 
and maintain our trails, sell tickets and 
keep our club house in good condition.

On a final note I would like the 
mainland club members to attend the 

Ride for Dad. This is a great event and 
fundraiser for prostate cancer. A lot of 
time and effort goes into this and we 
would like to see more SANS members 
enjoy this fun weekend.

See you on the trails!

Cape Clear Snowmobile Club
Richard Jamieson, President
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In preparing this article, it is difficult to 
believe that we have already held our 
second meeting of the 2016/2017 

season.

However, I am extremely pleased to 
say that we are finally seeing some 
younger folks turning up at meetings and 
preparing themselves to take the lead 
as us older folks start to back away a 
little. A number of this new generation 
have demonstrated strong initiative 
this summer and fall by making much 
needed repairs to several bridges, 
doing bush work and riding with the 
previous generation to learn about the 
myriad of intricate details associated 
with checking out trails from a safety 
perspective. There are still far too many 
individuals riding our trails on our money 
and sweat equity, but let us hope that 
continued education and awareness 
will bring the majority to the realization 
that the future of snowmobiling in Nova 
Scotia depends on all of us playing an 
integral part. It was nice to see some 
enforcement on the trails this past winter 
and we hope that it continues. Maybe it 
is time, (perhaps a couple of times per 
season,) for SANS and ATVANS to assist 
in offsetting the costs associated with 
enforcement. It is nice to see the youth 
program unfolding and I remain amazed 
by the percentage of seniors who are 

involved in the maintenance of our 
trails. Maybe next season, it would be 
appropriate to negotiate a special trail 
pass fee for our youth and our seniors, 
“65 or older.” No Reg we don’t mean 
higher.

Yes, summer has come and gone in a 
flash but I must say that with the help 
of many hands, we made tremendous 
strides in maintaining and improving our 
network of trails. For example:

We started off the summer with the 
construction of a 50-foot steel framed, 
wood covered bridge for placement 
on trail 31 in the Kelly River Protected 
Wilderness Area. We now have 
our alternate route on trail 31 into 
Parrsboro re-activated; much to the 
pleasure of Bill the man. Our thanks 
go out to coordinator Mike Fraser 
and his crew of minions who planned, 
constructed, painted and delivered the 
bridge in record time. I must also add 
that it was such a pleasure to work 
with Corey Robar, ATVANS and SANS 
trail coordinator. I must also point 
out that the guidance, assistance and 
cooperation we received from the Nova 
Scotia Department of Environment 
(NSDOE) was also above reproach. We 
are making headway!

Second on the list, coordinated by Larry 

Scopie, was a fairly major drainage 
project on the power line right of way 
on trail 30A in the Southampton area 
bordering the Kelly River Protected 
Wilderness Area. Again, with the 
invaluable assistance of Corey Robar, 
support and guidance from (NSDOE) 
and the capable hands of Ronnie Baker 
controlling his massive excavator, the 
project was completed in record time 
and will pay big dividends this coming 
winter by keeping the groomer and sleds 
out of the muck.

Our Third project involved re-aligning a 
significant section of trail in the Parrsboro 

Chignecto Glooscap 
Snowmobile Association (CGSA)
C.E. (Rick) Harvey President



13December 2016

CLUB REPORT

area to help in keeping folks off a land-owner’s blueberry field. 
Coordinator Gary Harrison and a numbers of bush cutters led 
by Ricky Yorke made short work of preparing the site which was 
then manicured to trail status by Robbie Durant.

The Fourth project involved a complete refurbishing of the 
floating bridge in the Parrsboro area. Ricky Yorke took the lead 
on this project and with assistance from Gary, Jeff and Sam to 
ensure that the bridge will be safe for a few more years.

With the assistance of an OHV grant we also carried out some 
much needed brush cutting on several trails. Thanks to Gerry 
Field, Mark and Brian McClelland for their dedication and 
loyalty to our association. We sure received good value for the 
money.

The annual John and Bonnie sponsored Fish Fry was extremely 
successful again this year and provided much needed funds to 
help top up our coffers.

The Trail Pass Lottery Project, sponsored by VP Sam Field was 
very successful for the first time out of the gate. The lucky 
winner was Dylan Wallace of Antigonish. Thanks to all who sold 
tickets in support of this initiative.

We are now looking forward to the annual soup and chowder 
supper on January 21st at the FPW Fire Brigade and our 
annual rally with scallop dinner sponsored by Mike and Etta 
at camp KIJIJI on February 4th. Please consider marking your 
calendar and come on down for great trails and better food.

Tickets are currently available for our annual Valentine/
Sweethearts “5 course dinner for 6 lottery” which takes place 
on February 11th and conditions cooperating, we will hold our 
annual wing nite at the (CGSA) warming shelter on March 5th.

In closing, I offer our thanks to Mike Eddy and Martha Dunlop 
as well as all the SANS executive for the effort, often unnoticed 
or under appreciated, that they put forth in supporting all of us 
and finally our thanks and appreciation to the landowners and 
our sponsors who help keep us running.

Let it Snow-Let it Snow!

The ultimate backcountry crossover, Polaris Switchback 

Assault®.  Go big—conquer power lines, carve backcountry, 

and dominate the trails with the most agile, Rider Balanced™ 

sled that turns everywhere into your new favorite zone.

SEE NEW ZONES 
TO ATTACK

TERRAINDOMINATION.COM

Professional rider on a closed course. Polaris recommends that all snowmobile riders take a 
training course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond your capability. Always wear a helmet and 
other safety apparel. Never drink and ride. ©2016 Polaris Industries Inc.
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Hello everyone and welcome to 
the 2016-17 season! I am always 
amazed by the way the members 

here at the Cumberland Club always 
rejuvenate every season like the gardens 
in the spring. Even after, to say the least, 
a “low snow” winter, people still crave to 
get back into the saddle. I don’t know if 
it’s the cooler days, the smell of two-
stroke chain saw oil while you’re out 
bushing trails and checking signage, or 

when you stop for a good old boiled 
hot dog and refreshment for trail 
lunch. Maybe it’s when the bench 
racing starts you’re thinking “Can’t 
wait to flatten some snow” on all 
the trails you help get ready for the 
coming year.

Again this year we have tackled 
many projects and a big thank 
you to all the land owners and 
contractors throughout both 
counties that make it all possible. 
To our sponsors that help fuel the 
engine that we crave, to the club 
officers and volunteers that put so many 
hours into their sport for all to enjoy, 
thank you!

Some things that we are currently 
working on are interviewing the 
candidates that applied to staff the 
canteen this coming year. Work has 
started on both groomers and they will 
be ready to go before the snow gets 
too deep. I am hoping that the signage 
and snow fences are all going to be up 
and in place throughout the blueberry 
fields when you all are reading this. Here 
again is another spot for a thank you to 
the volunteers! All of our five warming 

huts will be outfitted with stoves and 
washrooms for your comfort this winter. 
There is a rumour that more sleds will be 
heading through Oxford this year on the 
new Trans Canada Trail which may be 
permanently joined by next winter.

This year you will have heard that 
some of our members received awards 
from SANS. A Lifetime Achievement 
Award went to George Pugsley. The 
President’s Award went to Larry & Sue 
Hunter from Larry Hunter Sign Design 
and myself for Snowmobiler of the Year. 
I congratulate all the recipients and 
thank the nominating committee for their 

Cumberland Snowmobile Club
Greg Morash, President

The Cumberland groomers are powered by trail 
permits and sponsored by the following fine people:

Tri-Province Enterprises Ltd.

Tuttle & Son’s Construction,

Dave’s Excavating

Mapleton Surveys Ltd.

Rick & Jennifer VanSnick

HALEX Construction Ltd.

Blakeney’s Plumbing & Heating

Amherst Chrysler (1999) Ltd.

Beale & Inch Construction Ltd.

Hidden Mountain Maple Farms

Portland Rust Check

Baxter Trucking Ltd.

Atlantic Truss

Pauline & Francis Verstraten

Scallion-Powell Holdings

McIsaac - Darragh Chartered 
Accountants

Hicks Lemoine Law

Jim Hatheway Ford

CIBC Wood Gundy

Super 8 Amherst

TCT #368 complete from NB border to 
Oxford town limits, 45 km in total

Brush cutting on the 104 near Leicester
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recognition.

We again held our Dream Ride Lottery 
this fall and at the time of writing this, 
we were on our way to being sold out, 
so thank you to all that supported this 
project. Thanks to Andrew Wallis and the 
fundraising volunteers that put so much 
effort into this project and the auction. 
The draw took place in Springhill at 
Sociables Pub & Eatery where they 
always go the extra mile to make this a 
grand event for all, and a big thank you 
again to all the sponsors that make this 
all possible and congratulations to the 
winners and thank you to all that support 
us.

We are looking at having our annual 
sled rally on February 18, 2017 so 
mark it on your calendar and pray we 
clear the February rains. We are also 
working out the plans to have another 
Appreciation Day in March at one of the 
warming huts. These are always full of 
great laughs and tasty treats like mussels 
and wings. We will post the info on the 
website and Facebook as we finalize the 
details.

In closing, I ask that you get out and join 
the clubs and help to provide a place to 
ride, as grandmother always said “many 
hand make light work”. Thank you to 
those who support the clubs and the 
sport of snowmobiling here in Northern 
Nova Scotia and we’ll see on the snow 
soon with any luck at all.

Drive to Arrive,

Greg Morash, President

©2016 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. Products in the United States 
(US) are distributed by BRP US Inc. Always ride safely and responsibly. *Observed HP measured on internal Dyno test in optimal conditions for 2-stroke engines.
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Special T Beaver Leveler is a very effective design New Pipeline shelter at the entrance to NS on the TCT
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Dalhousie Mountain Snowmobile Club
Reg Crewe, President

We are 
wondering 
what 

weather will come our 
way this winter. It is 
always our hope to 
have lots of snow and 

no groomer problems to make a great snowmobile season.

Our groomers have been serviced and with the purchase of a 
used Mogul Master drag to match the one we currently use, our 
fleet of two Lamtrac 4000 Groomers and two New Holland 18-
08 drags makes us completely standardized.

We held two meetings at the time of writing this article and are 
currently seeking new officers to replace two retiring officers from 
our executive.

We completed a large OHV-NTC joint project with the Pictou 
County ATV Club and repaired several deficiencies on the NS104 
Trail. The most important being a re-construction of the trail on 
the east side of Highway 289, where SANS Trail 104 crosses the 
highway. By opening a new section of old abandoned trail we 
eliminated about 500 meters of road/shoulder running.

This fall we lost one of our very dedicated members and 
supporters, Ivan Cock. He was well known throughout the 
province for his love of the sport and he will be sadly missed by 
our club and the entire snowmobiling community. We extend our 
sympathy and regrets to his great family. We are holding a golf 
tournament and plan to name a portion of trail close to their 
cabin in Ivan’s honor this coming year.

We would like to thank SANS, DNR, “Health and Wellness,” 
“Community, Culture and Heritage” and Pictou County Trail 
Association for their continued support. We are currently brush 

cutting Trail #560, 
the old rail bed 
from Pictou to 
Tatamagouche and 
as much of Trail 551 
from the rail bed 
towards the SANS 
104 Trail, as our funding allows.

Once again, we encourage all clubs and members to continue 
to preach our permit enforcement policies and try to engage the 
authorities as much as possible to patrol the trails and enforce 
the much need permit use. In a recent past year, there were 
approximately 1500 unpermitted snowmobiles on our trails; if 
each one bought an Early Bird Permit it would equal an extra 
$195,000.00 in revenue, almost enough to purchase a new 
groomer. With this extra revenue we would not need to raise 
rates or wonder about funding our existing fleet for some time. 
Therefore, it is in everyone’s interest to continue to preach to 
the unconverted. At our recent Symposium, it was disclosed that 
there were approximately $65,000 in fines for OHV violations 
over the past few years, so it is evident the laws exist but permit 
use must be more forcefully enforced. The number one priority 
for snowmobilers in NS is safe groomed trails, we need the 
groomers to provide those and they are funded by permit sales. 
We would like to thank our landowners, business partners and 
volunteers for their continued support. Our thanks go to everyone 
who has contributed to our club’s success and we would like to 
take this opportunity to wish everyone a great winter!

We encourage everyone to visit our website for up-to-date club 
information and groomer SPOT tracks

www.dalhousiemountainsnowmobileclub.ca

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SUPPORTIVE 
BUSINESSES AND FUNDING GROUPS

NS Health and Wellness
The 2 Boys Smokehouse & Deli

Active Pictou County Trails
Central Supply, New Glasgow

DNR – Off Highway Vehicle Infrastructure Fund
Adventure Motors

C & G Yorke Construction Ltd.
Sobeys

Hardy’s Precision Auto Body & Collision
RMS Energy

All our Incredible Volunteers!

Pictou County Health Authority Community Health
GLD Construction

George Chisholm Wood Products
SANS Small Project Grant Program

Proudfoot Motors
Gerald Battist Trucking Ltd.

DF Miller Logging
T. Fraser Crane Services Ltd.

John Ross and Sons Ltd.
DeHaan Properties Ltd
All our Landowners!


