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Sitting on a 1967 Snowcruiser is 
something I have not done for 
nearly 50 years. This is the same 

machine my Dad purchased in 1968 
and WOW, doesn’t sitting on this 
machine owned by Craig and Cameron 
MacKay of Greenwood, Pictou Co. bring 
back memories. The old Snowcruiser 
was 12 HP and could reach a top speed 
of nearly 20 MPH. How things have 
changed!

Now, fast-forward to the current 
season…2017/2018.

Let me introduce myself, I am Don 
Stewart, I live in Merrigomish, Pictou Co. 
and am very proud to be the President of 
SANS.

First, I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks to all those I work and volunteer 
with:

Mike Eddy – General Manager

Martha Dunlop – Manager of Finance 
and Administration

SANS Executive Committee

SANS Board of Directors

SANS Committees

SANS Clubs, Presidents and Executive 
members

SANS Members and volunteers

Without these dedicated people our 
great organization would never function 
as well as it does.

The snow conditions in the 2016-2017 
season were not as good on mainland 
Nova Scotia but Cape Breton was such a 
completely different situation. There was 
lots of WHITE GOLD and most of the 
trails were open from early December 
until mid-May.

The economic impact was huge in Cape 
Breton with many snowmobilers making 
their way to The Island’s groomed trails. 
Many businesses benefitted by supplying 
gas, food and lodging; making it a 
very memorable and healthy outdoor 
experience. It was almost impossible to 

get a room most 
weekends and all 
restaurants were 
extremely busy.

Sitting on the seat 
and squeezing the 
throttle is not all 
that is involved 
in organized 
snowmobiling. This 
past year has been 
very busy for SANS 
and its member 
clubs.

The International 
Snowmobile Congress 2018 is being 
hosted in Halifax from June 13 to 16, 
2018. This will be the 50th Anniversary 
of the congress and SANS also hosted 
the 25th Anniversary, how cool is that!

The ISC2018 Committee is working 
tirelessly to make this international 
event a success and I, along with the 
ISC Committee had the opportunity 
and pleasure to attend the ISC2017 
in Winnipeg, this year. This is a world 
class event and it was a great learning 
opportunity for the group to plan for the 
conference in Halifax next year. Please 
consider attending some or all of this 
event. There will be more information 
as the event gets nearer but mark your 
calendars for these dates.

SANS is the sponsor of the Annual 
Snowmobile Ride for Dad which is 
held the first weekend in March in 
Baddeck, NS. Again, I encourage all to 
consider attending this very enjoyable 
and worthwhile event to raise funds for 
prostate cancer and ride the great trails 
of Cape Breton.

It gives me great pleasure, in my 
opinion, to observe that SANS is the 
leader in the OHV world of Nova Scotia. 
We are constantly working with our 
partners and stakeholders in the private 
and public sectors of the industry to 
improve the experience, infrastructure 

and the overall use of of our trails and 
recreational snowmobiling throughout 
the province.

The organization entered into a Strategic 
Planning process this year. There 
were many hours donated by many 
participants to discover:

1.  What we do well.

2.  What we can improve on.

3.  What changes are required to be 
successful in the future.

This initiative is a dynamic process that 
is underway with committees making 
recommendations for what is necessary 
and how to implement these successfully.

The groomer satellite tracking system 
is currently being changed to a much 
better product which will ensure the 
safety of the groomer operators and 
provide a better tracking system for 
SANS, the clubs and trail users. The new 
system is called SOLARA, manufactured 
in Canada and has been proven a 
very reliable, advanced and grooming 
devoted product. This should be up and 
running this season.

We are currently in the process of 
updating our SANS website. This should 
make it more user-friendly and make 
navigating the site better.

The annual Symposium, Snow Show 
and Awards Banquet were held at the 

continued on page 3
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RESPECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
IS IMPORTANT TO US!

Occasionally our membership list is made available 
to reputable companies and organizations whose 
products and services may interest you. If you prefer 
to not have your name made available, contact us by 
mail or email at info@snowmobilersns.com

FRONT COVER
92 years young Charlie Barrington (centre) is flanked 
on the left by Dave Polegatto and Fred Lewis and on 
the right by Richard Joseph and Clifford Aucoin.
Cover picture compliments of Frances Aucoin.

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
Charlie, Charlie, Charlie; you made my heart sing 
at the Snowmobile Excellence Awards when you 
accepted your Lifetime Achievement award with 
the biggest smile in history! For me, this was the 
highlight of the evening; not only because you were 
so appreciative and gracious but also because you 
truly deserved this award for all of the trail blazing 
that you did for snowmobilers in general and for The 
Cabot Snowmobile Club. You are a ‘wonder’ Charlie 
Barrington! Thank you for the role that you played;  
helping to push the sport of snowmobiling forward and 
into the future.

General Manager’s Report
Mike Eddy, General Manager, SANS

Fall has finally arrived although there 
have been days where you wonder 
if this is late spring! We certainly 

are hoping that before long we will have 
deep frost and a thick blanket of snow.

When Martha was preparing this issue 
of Sno’ Trails extra effort was made to 
have all clubs send us articles, pictures 
or simply note their club events. If you 
do not see your club in this issue, please 
take action to have them submit for the 
Spring 2018 issue. Many people may 
not be aware that our magazine is sent 
to every household address of all the 
trail permits we sell. If multiple permits 
are sold at one address we try our 
best to only send one copy to save on 
postage; for our mailing costs are quite 
significant. We do recognize that the best 
means we have to reach our trail users is 
through Sno’ Trails.

International Snowmobile 
Congress

I am sure most people are aware 
that SANS is hosting the International 
Snowmobile Congress (ISC) in June of 
2018. This will be the 50th anniversary 
of ISC and we are proud to be the host 
of this event. We also hosted the 25th 
ISC way back in 1993. I referred to Sno’ 
Trails previously and it is our plan to give 
all ISC delegates a copy of the Spring 
2018 issue. Therefore it will be great if 
ALL clubs have articles submitted to be 
included in the spring issue. ISC 2018 
planning is well underway and Co-
Chairs Marsha Eddy and Laurie Cranton 
are putting their team together for the 
big event. There will be opportunities to 
volunteer on committees as the ISC date 
nears.

SANS Awards Banquet

The SANS Awards Banquet took place 
on November 4th at the Best Western 
Glengarry. Congratulations to all the 
award recipients! As always we had 
a great group of people to recognize 
and you will see photos in this issue 

of the award recipients. While all the 
recipients had a chance to speak after 
they accepted their awards I believe 
the words from 93 year old Charlie 
Barrington really resonated with the 
audience of nearly 200. Charlie was 
a founder of the Cabot Snowmobile 
Club in Sydney and was one of three 
Lifetime Achievement Award Honourees 
that evening. Charlie had to give up 
snowmobiling at 91 years of age! After 
he received his award he stepped up 
to the microphone and said “You have 
made an old man very happy”! Check 
out the award recipients throughout this 
issue.

CCSO Youth of the Year

This year I had the pleasure to present 
Jarrett Crowell with his award from 
the Canadian Council of Snowmobile 
Organizations (CCSO). Jarrett was the 
SANS 2016 Outstanding Youth of the 
Year and was also recognized as the 
CCSO Youth of the Year at Winnipeg 
during ISC 2017. Congratulations 
Jarrett!

SANS Snowmobile Ride for Dad

We are excited to be able to tell you 
that we are going to hold our 6th SANS 
Snowmobile Ride for Dad on March 
3rd 2018. The actual ride will be on 
the 3rd but many people choose to 
go down to the Inverary Inn earlier in 
the week so they can enjoy the trails 
before the event. We have negotiated 
a deal with the Inverary folks and this 
year there will be two hot breakfasts 
offered with every room night rented. 
We already have people registered for 
the event so be sure to register early 
so you get a place in the ride. Please 
do your best to fundraise as well for 
the Ride for Dad is a prostate cancer 
fundraiser for promoting awareness and 
medical research. I have learned that the 
breakthroughs in cancer research very 
often impact all cancers so regardless of 
the type your support is helping all!
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Glengarry Best Western Hotel in Truro, 
November 4 and 5th, along with the 
Annual General Meeting and Board 
of Director’s meeting. These were well 
attended and a great success.

There is a lot happening at the club 
level throughout the province with trail 
maintenance, bridges, and shelters. 
Groomer acquisition and maintenance 
require a huge amount of volunteer 
effort, monetary investment and time. 
Fund-raising, social events and more 
occupy our members everywhere and 

I congratulate everyone for such a 
tremendous effort. As you read the 
individual club reports it becomes very 
evident that we are successful because of 
our many dedicated volunteers.

On a more sombre note, I would like 
to pay tribute to a very fine man and 
dedicated SANS and club volunteer, 
Mike Conrad who served our Executive 
Committee as Secretary Treasurer for 
the past few years. Mike passed away 
in hospital August 10, 2017. He was 
involved in snowmobiling for many 
years and was a proud member of the 

Driftclimbers Snowmobile Club. Mike 
was always there to lend a hand and 
always had a big smile on his face. 
Mike, you will be missed, RIP  
1952-2017.

In closing I would like to say thank you 
to all club members and future members 
because if it was not for you, there would 
be no SANS.

Continue to enjoy the sport and all it has 
to offer.

Stay healthy and safe and have a great 
season on the snow!

Nova Scotia Youth Snowmobilers

I have to commend the NSYS for this 
group is growing each year and the 
members are awesome! They are 
excellent fundraisers and understand the 
need to pay their way but also are able 
to have fun and laughs while doing the 
work. This year they have voted to go on 
a snowmobile ride out of the province; a 
very ambitious idea. I am sure they will 
be heading out sometime in February 
and dragging their parents along too! 
Look for them at all SANS events as 
they always play an active role. If there 
is anyone who wants to join the group 
please check out the SANS website for 
contact information.

Wilderness Protected Areas

I want to tell everyone who reads Sno’ 
Trails a little about WPA’s. These areas 
are very important to all of us as the 
province continues to protect land 
sections and remove motorized access. 
When an area is being proposed there 
are public consultations held and anyone 
with an interest can give input into the 
plan. It is critical for us to show where 
the established routes are and request 
the areas we want maintained for 
motorized access. Please keep a close 
eye on any announcements of these 
discussions taking place and make sure 
you, club reps and the SANS Board and 
Executive are aware and have people at 
the consultations. I also want all to know 
that the trails we have under license 
with the Department of Environment are 
“designated” and a SANS Permit must be 
displayed or an enforcement officer can 

levy a fine of $410.00. There was some 
confusion about enforcement in the 
WPA’s but that has been cleared up and 
we can expect strict enforcement at times 
within the WPA’s.

Strategic Plan Update

SANS undertook a review of the Strategic 
Plan in the spring and had over 75 
stakeholders come together for the 
initial event. Updating the plan is an 
important step for planning the future 
direction of SANS. We know that good 
snow is important but the business of 
snowmobiling is a yearlong activity 
that requires much work, planning and 
a team of dedicated people to pull 
it all together. The work of the three 
committees established to address the 
five themes that are highlighted below 
is well underway. Also, you will soon 
see an updated SANS website that 
works on smart phones as well as a link 
to groomer tracking that is similar to 
what you have seen in New Brunswick 
and in some other provinces. The 
work identified goes well beyond the 
snippets shown here and we expect 5-10 
years to accomplish all goals that are 
established.

•  In collaboration with other partners 
and stakeholders, users have trails 
across the province - north/south 
and east/west - great trails, with 
access to services that promote 
tourism. (Trail Maintenance and 
Development)

•  SANS Clubs have replaced all of the 
old groomers (and drags) with new 
or newer groomers in all 4 zones 

by 2027 and a strategy in place 
to replace all groomers in a timely 
manner. (Trail Grooming)

•  By 2023 all riders on SANS 
managed trails will have trail 
permits; permit sales have 
increased. (Trail Permits)

•  Public trust and respect for SANS 
has increased. Building relationships 
within and for SANS is seen as 
important. Succession planning 
is no longer seen as a challenge. 
(Building Capacity)

•  SANS members enjoy better 
communication amongst themselves 
and with other stakeholders. 
Clubs and members have access 
to educational and training 
programs. (Education/Training/
Communication)

I want to thank all of our club members, 
volunteers, landowners and the many 
people who I interact with through 
the year. You make the challenges 
worthwhile and all trail users benefit 
from the work that is done! I also want to 
thank Don Stewart who has accepted the 
role of the President of SANS. Don sees 
the great value in communication and 
to date he has attended many meetings 
and is always approachable so please 
come out to a zone meeting in your area 
to see what is happening and have a 
chat with Don.

Merry Christmas to you all and best 
wishes for a safe, snowy and Happy New 
Year!

continued from page 1

President’s Report continued…
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Permit/Groomer Review

Permit/Groomer Review Committee 2016 
 
The recommendations of the Permit/Groomer Review Committee are as follows: 

1. Proposed rates increased as follows due to increased grooming costs and operating costs. 

2. Proposed new permit type, Vintage Tag, for snowmobiles 30 years old and older. Created to reduce costs to 
snowmobiles that are much older and seldom used. The regular permit costs are prohibitive to permit purchase 
and Vintage permitswill hopefully gainregistration revenues not currently realized.The tag must be used in 
conjunction with the requirements of the OHV Act and Motor Vehicle Registration. 

3. Change due dates for Early Bird and Classic Permits to eliminate the sale of these permits after the cut-off date. 
Permits will be due for submission to the SANS office by Dec. 31 of the current year. Penalties will be imposed 
on clubs not submitting on time as per the SANS TRL-02 Trail Permit Program Policy. 

4. Request administration to inquire about allowing a permitted, free weekend for snowmobilers from other 
provinces or states to travel our trail system free of charge 

5. Request administration to inquire about the possibility of reciprocal permits with adjoining provinces. 
6. Change the Classic Permit cut-off date to 15 years prior to the current year from the current 2002 year, as per 

BOD motion of 2012. 
7. Request administration consider the feasibility and funding to complete a Snowmobile Sustainability Study to 

determine the actual state of funding and long-term strategic planning for funding the purchase and operation 
of groomers and trail maintenance. The issue regarding the age and operating cost of the current groomer fleet 
and the cost of replacement equipment requires huge capital outlays by individual clubs. The study should focus 
on the actual cost of grooming, trail maintenance and groomer replacement regarding the fact that the single 
most important factor to snowmobilers is to ride on well groomed trails. 

8. Dealer Tags will be issued to qualified dealers at the same cost as an Early Bird Trail Permit and will not require 
the dealer to purchase a separate trail permit. The dealer tags may only be used on snowmobiles that have a 
Nova Scotia Registered Dealer Plate. The OHV Motor Vehicle Registration and OHV Act state: If you are a dealer, 
you must have and display dealer’s permits and plates on you. 

Permit Type Club 
Portion 

Grooming 
Equalization 

Fund 

SANS 
Provincial 

Fund 

SANS 
Operations 

Permit 
Price 

HST Total 

Full Season 
After Dec.15 

 $   15.00   $ 101.41 $ 25.00 $ 32.50 $ 173.91 $ 26.09  $ 200.00  
           

Early Bird 
Until Dec. 15 

 $   15.00   $    78.93   $   6.50   $   30.00   $130.43   $ 19.57   $ 150.00  
           

Family  $   15.00   $    42.61   $   4.35   $   25.00   $ 86.96   $ 13.04   $ 100.00  
Classic 
Until Dec. 15 

 $   15.00   $    42.60   $   4.35   $   25.00   $ 86.96   $ 13.04   $ 100.00  
          

Three Day 
Permit 

 $   27.17  - -  $   25.00   $ 52.17   $   7.83   $ 60.00  

Vintage Tag     
Min. 30 
Years Old 

 $   15.00   $    11.08       $ 26.08   $   3.92   $ 30.00  
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This is the trail permit price change document 
approved by the Board of Directors and it 
has been forwarded to the government for 
approval. Changes will take effect on the 

2019 SANS Trail Permits.
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1.  Proposed rates increased as follows due to increased 
grooming costs and operating costs.

2.  Proposed new permit type, Vintage Tag, for snowmobiles 
30 years old and older. Created to reduce costs to 
snowmobiles that are much older and seldom used. The 
regular permit costs are prohibitive to permit purchase 
and Vintage permitswill hopefully gainregistration revenues 
not currently realized.The tag must be used in conjunction 
with the requirements of the OHV Act and Motor Vehicle 
Registration.

3.  Change due dates for Early Bird and Classic Permits to 
eliminate the sale of these permits after the cut-off date. 
Permits will be due for submission to the SANS office by 
Dec. 31 of the current year. Penalties will be imposed on 
clubs not submitting on time as per the SANS TRL-02 Trail 
Permit Program Policy.

4.  Request administration to inquire about allowing a 
permitted, free weekend for snowmobilers from other 
provinces or states to travel our trail system free of charge

5.  Request administration to inquire about the possibility of 
reciprocal permits with adjoining provinces.

6.  Change the Classic Permit cut-off date to 15 years prior to 
the current year from the current 2002 year, as per BOD 
motion of 2012.

7.  Request administration consider the feasibility and funding 
to complete a Snowmobile Sustainability Study to determine 
the actual state of funding and long-term strategic planning 
for funding the purchase and operation of groomers 
and trail maintenance. The issue regarding the age and 
operating cost of the current groomer fleet and the cost of 
replacement equipment requires huge capital outlays by 
individual clubs. The study should focus on the actual cost 
of grooming, trail maintenance and groomer replacement 
regarding the fact that the single most important factor to 
snowmobilers is to ride on well groomed trails.

8.  Dealer Tags will be issued to qualified dealers at the same 
cost as an Early Bird Trail Permit and will not require the 
dealer to purchase a separate trail permit. The dealer 
tags may only be used on snowmobiles that have a Nova 
Scotia Registered Dealer Plate. The OHV Motor Vehicle 
Registration and OHV Act state: If you are a dealer, you 
must have and display dealer’s permits and plates on you.

SNOW HAPPENS - TRAILS DON’T
We all love riding our snowmobiles, it’s our thing, but trails do not  

magically appear every winter. Club volunteers make this happen and  
if your are a club member it’s time to step up to the plate.  We need 
your help! If you’re a snowmobiler that hasn’t yet joined a club, it’s 

time to do so, remember to join where you ride!
Let’s all make this snowmobile season a magical winter!
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A Time to Celebrate…Organized 
Snowmobiling in Nova Scotia
Originally researched and written by Grace Lecreux,
edited by Reg Crewe.
PRE-1975
The association was first known as the 
Nova Scotia Snowmobile Association, 
dues were $2.00 per member 
and member clubs are mainly on 
mainland Nova Scotia, central region. 
Snowmobiles were regulated under 
the Snow Vehicles Regulations, within 
the Off-Highway Vehicle Act. This 
group of snowmobilers have already 
developed working relationships with 
the Departments of Tourism, Lands and 
Forests and Highways.

1976
The name is officially changed and 
registered as The Snowmobilers 
Association of Nova Scotia, June 30, 
1976. The group has grown to include 
clubs from all parts of Nova Scotia. 
A crest design contest is held and the 
winning design is submitted by Karen 
Morash, Driftclimbers Club. Meetings 
are held to a minimum; an annual 
general meeting is held each fall and 
a semi-annual meeting is held in the 
spring.

1977
Only six meetings were held which 
includes the AGM and Semi-Annual 
Meeting. It is estimated that 10% 
of snowmobilers belong to clubs 
but no actual numbers are given. It 
looks like this is the first year that the 
association receives funding through 
the Nova Scotia Sport and Recreation 
Commission.

1978
Snowmobile Safety Week is proclaimed 
in the NS Legislature for the first time, 
by then Minister of Recreation, Garnet 
Brown on February 6. Bombardier 
provides the association with an Alpine 
and groomer for grooming purposes 
across the province. The clubs were 

responsible for transporting the machine 
to their area, but the association was 
responsible for a schedule. The first 
meeting outside Central NS is held in 
Antigonish in September. The Association 
has had representation at the 
International Snowmobile Congress and 
related groups since the mid 70’s, with 
then president Reg Quinn, becoming 
secretary treasurer of CCSO and co-
chair of the International Snowmobile 
Congress in June. There are 9 miles of 
trails in Kejimkujik National Park, that 
snowmobiles are allowed access to 
but do not use because of poor snow 
conditions.

1979
The first provincial SNOWARAMA 
was held, assisted by the Lion’s Club, 
proceeds to the CNIB. Cape Breton 
had to hire bulldozers to move the 
snow because they had too much 
and Guysborough travelled to Cape 
Breton because they had none…sound 
familiar? Approximately $10,800 was 
raised! At a May directors meeting held 
in Sydney, Cape Breton clubs present a 
proposal where they would form their 
own association that would in turn join 
the Snowmobilers Association of NS 
but fails to win approval. This is the first 
year for an attempt at a newsletter, but 
reports / info from clubs is not good 
and the newsletter struggles to continue. 
It is determined that 2 meetings a year 
should be held, based in Truro, as a 
more central travel location for all clubs.

1980
Emma Graham and Bill Merritt work 
with MLA’s and a planning board on 
the proposed changes to the Snow 
Vehicle Act. They objected to being 
amalgamated with the Off-Highway 
Vehicle Act.

1981
The SNOWARAMA continues as an 
annual fund raiser for the province, but 
clubs are to determine what service club 
or organization they work with. There are 
14 clubs who belong to the association. 
Dues continue at $2.00 per member.

1982
The semi-annual meeting reports on 
the association’s continued struggle 
with clubs not responding on reports, 
requests for signs, maps, etc. within a 
timely manner. Low turnout at meetings 
and a few recorded minutes show a slow 
year for the association. Dues continue 
at $2.00 per member. October minutes 
mention an annual trip that the Eastern 
Trailblazers host from North Mountain 
to Cheticamp, approximately 65 miles. 
Overnight accommodations can be 
arranged. The association agrees to 
buy the groomer from Bombardier that 
has been used to date, for the sum of 
$1.00. It cannot be registered in any 
one members name but must stay within 
the association.

1983
The current President Ron Nix passes 
away in May. Vice President Pat 
Burke agrees to hold the chair until 
next election. SNOWARAMA results: 
Cumberland, Driftclimbers, Klondike 
and Fundy raise $2,495 for the CNIB, 
and Cabot and Eastern raise $6,250 
for the Bancroft Orphanage. Maps 
of existing club trails are printed and 
distributed to all clubs. The association 
joins the Northeast Chapter of the ISC 
and Bombardier celebrates its 25th 
anniversary. Only 6 clubs are present 
at the AGM and all report poor snow 
conditions and low membership. The 
1975 Alpine owned by the association is 
put up for bid and sold for $200 to G. 
Milligan of Guysborough.
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1984
January minutes report 13 paid clubs 
and 8 attend the semi-annual meeting, 
clubs report another poor snow season. 
In February, Bill Chisholm, Pat Burke, 
Paul Shears, Danny Rockwell and 
John Sharpe snowmobile to Quebec 
to attend celebrations for Ski-Doo’s 
25th anniversary. December is the first 
time a possible snowmobile event is 
discussed in Cape Breton to promote the 
association and snowmobiling. To date, 
Ski-Doo and Bob Cole have been major 
supporters of the association. Dealers 
across the province are asked to provide 
door prizes, etc. Our 25th celebration 
of organized snowmobiling in NS shows 
Moosehead, Ski-Doo, and Yamaha are 
sponsors.

1985
The 10th anniversary of the 
Snowmobilers Association of NS is 
coming in 1986 and a committee 
is established to organize the first 
Snowmobile Highland Tour. This tour 
is destined to become one of the best 
events of the snowmobile season. 
On November 7, the Snowmobilers 
Association of NS register to include 
SANS as part of its name. Although 
widely used to this date, it is now official 
and SANS becomes the commonly used 
version.

1986
In March, the 1st Annual SANS Highland 
tour is held. This event continues until 
1996 when it is cancelled due to poor 
snow conditions. Yamaha reports at the 
October AGM that they will provide 4 
snowmobile suits for prizes, 2 to go to 
our Snowmobiler of the Year and 2 for 
tour door prizes. Artic Cat / Eastern 
Marketing announces a Kitty Kat to 
be used in a membership draw, won 
that first time by St. Mary’s Club for 
biggest increase in membership. Ski-
Doo provides SANS and its clubs with 
a 1987 Citation LS to be used for a 
fund raiser. This first ticket draw sees 
4784 tickets sold. Pat Burke is elected 
co-chair of the Northeast Chapter. The 
late 80’s is when legal rights to use 
abandoned rail lines is discussed, and 
work starts with a committee outside 
SANS to establish a presence on 
these trails. After 10 months of heavy 
lobbying from SANS, an official 100 

series highway crossing is established 
in the Folly Mountain area. 1986 is 
the 10th anniversary and Stan Slack 
is presented an award from the Snow 
White group of NB in recognition of the 
work on behalf of NS snowmobilers. 
The association is awarded the Nina 
Smith Award through the ISC, which is 
presented to associations who ensure 
that all information requested of them 
is on time. Nina Smith was an avid 
snowmobiler who was organized and felt 
attention to detail was important.

1987
The 1987 Tour has 325 participants 
and its Saturday run is described as 
adventurous, due to adverse weather. 
In May SANS hosts the Northeast 
Chapter meeting and consider putting 
a bid for the 1990 Congress, this idea 
doesn’t become a success until 1993 
when SANS hosts the 25th International 
Snowmobile Congress. Yamaha has 
decided to provide a Sno-Scoot for a 
draw and the Fundy Trail Snowmobile 
Club hosts the first ever NS Snowmobile 
Festival. President Pat Burke, in his 
report, talks about the time commitment 
of the executive, all being volunteer and 
the need to attend meetings on SANS 
behalf. He attends 33 meeting and Stan 
Slack attends 29 meetings, most of them 
during business hours, requiring time off 
work.

1988
This year SANS realizes the need for trail 
liability insurance for the association. 
The lottery has a Kitty Kat from Artic 
Cat as a prize for club of the year. It is 
voted that 50% of a club’s first 1000 
tickets sold, stay with the club, and 
75% of those sold after 1000. The 
remaining return to SANS for operating 
funds. Pat Burke becomes president of 
the Northeast Chapter and his wife, 
Vera, becomes secretary-treasurer. Stan 
Slack is elected treasurer of CCSO and 
becomes a founding member of NS 
Trails. Pat Burke wins the Snowmobiler of 
the Year for CCSO. Stats Canada report 
there are 17,000 snowmobiles in NS but 
only 4137 are registered that year. 5054 
in the year 1989-1990.

1989
Through the diligence of Stan Slack, the 
standing as a full member with Sport 

NS remains the same, as otherwise, if 
the status had been reduced to affiliate 
member, as proposed, we would have 
lost a portion of our funding. This 
is the first year for a charity ride to 
support the Ronald McDonald House. 
Three Cape Breton clubs and riders 
from the Halifax and Yarmouth area 
attend. Approximately $4000 is raised. 
Cobequid Mountain Holdings wins the 
Northeast Chapter Dealer of the year 
award. A motion makes a change with 
dues. Although they stay at $2 per 
member, a minimum is established of 
$25 per club, and a maximum of $125. 
There is also a non-club member due at 
$5, and associate dues for businesses, 
etc. of $10. A computer is purchased for 
the association to make it more efficient.

1990
Polaris has provided an Indy Sport for 
use with the charity ride. The first year 
for a province wide draw for the Ronald 
McDonald House, over $11,400 is 
raised. A travelling trophy for Club of the 
Year, the Robin Marcus Memorial Trophy, 
is presented to us from R.V Wheel Estate. 
While not financially sponsored by SANS, 
a White Carpet Ride is planned for those 
interested in snowmobiling in Maine. 
This is the first time for an Arctic Cat to 
be offered to the Vice President for use 
during the winter. SANS tickets increased 
that year with $14,687 going to the 
clubs and $8,479.75 staying with SANS. 
On April 2, the SANS conference is held 
at the Old Orchard Inn. The first of its 
kind, the directors and executive worked 
on long term goals for the Association. 
At the 1990 AGM, a motion was made 
that liability insurance be purchased 
for SANS, to cost no more than $2 per 
member, $1 paid by SANS and $1 paid 
by clubs. (This increases club payment to 
$3 per member, to cover $1 insurance 
cost.)

1991
The SANS Tour will relocate to Port 
Hastings, and the Charity Ride raises 
$4,797. A survey is set distributed to 
1000 snowmobilers and receives 19.4% 
response. NSSF moves to Margaree and 
SANS host a CCSO meeting in Halifax, 
January 26. Five clubs have groomers 
and the association welcomes Rob 
Semple as or new executive director. 
He will assist the association through 
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Sports NS, approximately 30% of his 
working time. We officially change our 
address and direct all mail to his office. 
SANS purchases a trophy for Dealer of 
the Year. A spring director’s conference 
is held at the Airport Hotel in Aril, with 
18 clubs in attendance, to work on the 
government brief. One important goal 
– “to establish a corridor trail”! A GIC is 
invested in case of unplanned expenses 
(cancellation of SANS Tour, etc.). This 
year Stan Slack agrees to call every 
club after important mailings to remind 
them. I bet he was busy! He also had the 
“Snow-Phone” that year. An answering 
machine installed for this purpose, he 
received so many phone calls, it had 
to be replaced. The Snow-Phone didn’t 
last long because information was 
not always provided nor kept current. 
An agreement with Dept. of Lands 
and Forests makes 6000 trail markers 
available for the clubs and SANS starts 
to communicate with DOT regarding 
culverts for snowmobile crossings on 
new highway construction. Clubs have 
four votes per club, but they must have 
members in attendance, AGM motion 
increases dues to $4 per member, out of 
which the $1 insurance cost is covered, 
with a club maximum of $250. Our bid 
for the 1993 Congress of International 
Snowmobilers has been accepted! This 
year the association looks at an official 
newsletter to include advertising. This 
is also the last year for the directors’ 
meeting to be held before the AGM, 
instead in 1992 we initiate a two-day 
working weekend, with the Directors 
meeting the day after the AGM.

1992
First year of the Arctic Cat Lynx 
membership draw. The SANS ticket 
price increases $2 with an early bird 
draw for the first time. Our charity 
of choice this year is the Canadian 
Paraplegic Association and $8,200 is 
raised. Supertrax Magazine visits Cape 
Breton and attends Margree Rally for 
a snowmobile feature. Tucker Sno-Cat 
does demo grooming in the Cumberland 
and Cape Breton areas. Don Lumley, 
president of OFSC is guest speaker at 
the 1992 AGM. While clubs continue 
to express concern over our right on 
abandoned rail lines, the executive 
struggle to properly represent our views 
because of lack of good information 

from the clubs. Members of the executive 
travel to NB to attend a conference 
on permits, corridor trails, etc. At the 
spring directors meeting, the majority 
feel the “user should pay”, and that 
$50 is a reasonable cost. Association 
membership exceeds 1000, 1063 family 
members in April and the Ride Safe 
Program in partnership with the DOT is 
sent out to all registered snowmobilers. 
18 of 20 clubs attend the AGM. The 
government brief that has been in the 
works for a few years, is finally ready 
and copies are being presented to 
the premier and all ministers whose 
department affect SANS.

1993
SANS ticket prices on the Ski-Doo 
provided by Bombardier returns to 
$1. The 1993 SANS Tour moves to 
the Amherst area. An Arctic Cat Jag 
will be drawn for at the tour from 
our membership, and we still have a 
Polaris Indy Lite for the charity ride and 
$13,588 is raised. The amount to be 
eligible for the draw returns to $50. 13 
of 20 clubs attend spring meeting. The 
Northeast Snowmobile Trail (NEST), now 
extends from the NB border to Quebec 
and Vermont. The SANS executive had 
voted on association awards, i.e. club 
of the year, etc., starting with the 1993 
tour, this will be done by a committee 
within Sports NS. Sport and Rec commit 
$18,000 over the next three years for 
trail signs. We start to hear responses 
because of the government brief. Our 
biggest event this year was the 1993 
International Congress, June 9-12, at 
the Holiday Inn, Dartmouth. A committee 
worked steadily for more than a year 
in preparation and were assisted by 
additional volunteers during the actual 
Congress. It will cost $5 more for a non-
SANS member to attend a tour, the Trans 
Canada Trail is proposed, first year for 
SANS at a Moncton trade show, Snow-
Time and a new magazine is published, 
Atlantic Snowmobiler. Standards are set 
to be a member club in good standing 
and a motion of confidence is made 
at the fall directors meeting for the 
executive to continue working toward 
a user pay system. 1993 sees the 
formation of our three Zones and Zone 
VP’s are appointed at the fall directors 
meeting. We need to start looking at 
ourselves as a federation, a governing 

body representing related group 
concerns, instead of an association, a 
group representing individuals and their 
concerns, but we wouldn’t change our 
name because SFNS doesn’t look as 
good as SANS!

1994
Dues increase to $4 per member, club 
maximum increased to $500 and in the 
1995-1996 season, there will be no 
maximum. $100 fee for a new club and 
$25 for an associate member. Charity 
Ride raises $14,310 for CPA. Substantial 
provincial funding is made available to 
the Cumberland Club and the Inverness/
Victoria County Trails Association for 
groomers! These two areas, as well 
as Sutherland’s Lake, had a voluntary 
permit program in place, for these areas 
only. SANS decides to use Perry’s “Call 
to Order” for meeting regulations and 
the first weekend planning session occurs 
in March for the executive. At the April 
17 directors meeting, a vote was held 
on the user pay system, 17 clubs for, 
1 against, 2 clubs absent. The SANS 
“FIRST” Permit program is now a reality. 
Zone funding becomes available as 
part of the user pay program, and a 
warden training program is implemented 
before the snow of 1994 begins to 
fly. STATS Canada report there are 
19,000 snowmobilers in NS and that 
snowmobiling is the 4th most popular 
sport in Canada. Our membership is 
1250 family members. Pictou County 
Snowriders is the first club in NS to 
be nominated for the Yamaha Pride 
Program, now offered and is announced 
as runner up at the 1994 Congress. The 
Northeast Chapter officially recognizes 
NS trails as part of the NEST system.

1995
First government/media ride planned for 
January 28 but the weather interferes! 
Directors and executive vote and plan a 
four-day media ride for January, 1996. 
The ’95 Charity Ride raises $12,622. 
NS Tourism publishes a snowmobiling 
brochure to promote events in NS. 
SANS make presentations regarding 
snowmobile access in protected areas. 
A trail workshop is hosted by RANS in 
Baddeck and SANS brings in a guest 
speaker for trail grooming. Directors 
vote that up to $5 from each permit 
sale be used as a negotiating tool, 



8 Volume 23, Issue 1

toward abandoned rail line purchase. 
The province announces in the spring 
of this year, their intention to convert 
abandoned rail lines to trails. First permit 
amnesty weekend held in January to 
promote user pay program, and the 
1995-1996 permit price will include an 
early bird discount and permit holders’ 
names go in a draw for an Arctic Cat.

1996
Our Charity Ride becomes an event, 
and clubs are encouraged to host 
whatever they wish for the charity. Top 
clubs per zone will be recognized and 
commemorative pins will be given 
out by CPA. The annual SANS tour is 
cancelled for the first time due to poor 
weather conditions. Ticket sales were 
$53,103. The long-standing support of 
Bombardier for this promotion, a Ski-
Doo provided at no cost, has benefitted 
clubs and SANS in a major financial way 
over the years. For the first time SANS 
holds a summer lottery, on a Sea-Doo, 
again assisted by Bombardier. Stan Slack 
is announced as CCSO Snowmobiler of 
the Year at the Congress. The start of the 

winter season sees the first issue of our 
official newsletter, published and sent 
out four times a year. New this year is 
Family of the Year award. Negotiations 
continue to date on our partnership in 
the purchase of abandoned rail lines 
and our need to enforce our permits on 
crown land. Our permit program has 
exceeded projected sales for the year. 
Our safety week is moved to January, in 
line with the International Snowmobile 
Safety Week.

1996-1997
The Ability Foundation become the 
charity of choice. A charity event per 
zone is planned to try and increase 
participation and reduce work, but once 
again, the weather interferes and Cape 
Breton, Zone 1, holds their event. Total 
raised is $6692. Two scholarships of 
$250 are awarded from SANS and five 
names are submitted to the Northeast 
Chapter Scholarship program. The 
province announces its acquisition of 
CN abandoned rail lines and SANS is 
listed as a partner. The ticket price will 
change for the 1997-1998 season, 

$2 each or 3 for $5, with two sleds in 
the draw, and tickets will cost the clubs 
83cents. The Media Ride is cancelled 
due to poor weather. Rob Semple starts 
working for SANS on a full-time basis 
with funding from the NS Sport and 
Recreation Commission. $53,268 is 
raised in the winter lottery. A new trails 
committee is formed with an aggressive 
agenda. The AGM and directors meeting 
are held September 27-28 and the 
annual awards are presented, especially 
since this was the 25th anniversary of 
organized snowmobiling in NS. Activities 
included an antique snowmobile display, 
Moosehead reception and banquet, 
Yamaha and Bombardier are major 
sponsors.

Reviewing the minutes to come up with 
some history was at times tedious and 
interesting. Although I only went back 
as far as 1975, you can see that the 
organizations involved have done a lot 
of work.

Originally submitted by Grace LeCreux, 
September 27, 1997.

This is great news for all Nova 
Scotia snowmobilers. SANS 
held a planning session in the 

spring and had a fantastic turnout 
with everyone participating being 
fully engaged in working on topics 
that concerned snowmobilers in this 
province.

From this session there were 
themes that came up and one was 
communications from SANS to 
snowmobilers. From these themes 
came the need for sub committees to 
work on the issues.

A Communications and Training 
Committee was formed consisting 
of club members interested in this 
topic and has been meeting over 
the past few months. I have to say 
the volunteers on this team are 
outstanding and bring a great deal of 

knowledge and commitment to tackle 
the tasks.

One theme from the planning session 
that came up over and over was the 
SANS Web Site.

People were not aware of it, how to 
find it or how to navigate through it 
and the content was necessarily what 
they were looking for.

The committee’s first task was to tackle 
the Web Site issues.

So here is the good news. The Web 
Site is Under Construction.

From surveys that went out one theme 
on the web site kept coming up. It was 
that permit holders wanted to know 
trail conditions.

More good news, the web site will 
have a link to the trail conditions that is 
managed by clubs input into the same 

system used across Canada including 
New Brunswick. So Nova Scotia 
snowmobilers will soon be able to look 
up our trail conditions.

The new web site is at the same 
address www.snowmilbilersns.com with 
a new look and feel. More user friendly 
and more easily accessible access to 
trail conditions via a link and all the 
information you could ever ask about 
SANS and its rolls and responsibilities 
and what snowmobilers should know 
about our sport. It is all there; all 
accessible to each and every pass 
holder in the Province.

We invite you all to log on to the SANS 
web site frequently and browse through 
the information in it. 

The new site will be on line at the start 
of the New Year.

SANS Web Site Under Construction
Brian Carter, Chair Communications/Training Committee
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Cobequid Mountain Sports 
wrapped a sled with the 
Snowmobile Ride for Dad 
Logo! It looks great and was 
well received at our Ride last 
spring in Baddeck. Thank you 
to Alex Parker and his staff 
for wrapping the snowmobile 
and attending the SANS 
Snowmobile Ride for Dad! 
Mark your calendars for the 
2018 event. It is taking place 
on March 3rd 2018. Host 
hotel is the Inverary Inn. Get 
registered soon!

Sled Wrap

INVERARY 
RESORT
On Baddeck Bay

www.inveraryresort.com

AT THE INN

Rediscover the magic of winter

Book your winter 
getaway today.

proud sponsor of:

Farm to Table Date Night (Select dates only!)
1 night, deluxe room
Farm to table dinner for 2 
Brunch for 2 
Late checkout on Sunday
Only $269.00!

A Snowed in Weekend (Starting Nov 24)
2 Nights, deluxe room (Friday arrival)
Breakfast for 2 Saturday morning 
Guided hike or snowshoe around Baddeck
Afternoon bonfire at the Inverary
$50 credit to our Thistledown Pub
Brunch for 2 Sunday morning
Late checkout on Sunday
Only $379.00!
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NSYS NEWS
by Kyle and Dylan Stevens, Jett 
and Jarrett Crowell

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS

Hello fellow snowmobilers, it is Kyle and Dylan Stevens 
with Jett and Jarrett Crowell of the NSYS (Nova Scotia 
Youth snowmobilers) group.

We are here to give you an update on what we have been up 
to and what our goals are for 2018; as one of the only youth 
snowmobiler groups in Canada. Every year we meet up at the 
Glengarry Best Western in Truro in November.

This year we started our day with a short meet and greet as we 
introduced some new members and all got to know each other.

Our first presentation was done by firefighter Gerry Kane as he 
taught everyone the importance of first aid, as well as what to 
do in various emergency situations. We also learned how to use 
a defibrillator and how to properly do CPR.

A BIG shout out to Full Throttle for sponsoring NSYS again  
this year. This generous donation to our NSYS group allowed 
us to hire Gerry Kane to cover the cost of the First Aid and 
CPR course. Thank you FULL THROTTLE, we are all now 100% 
certified to help others!

Next on the schedule was lunchtime. During lunch we sold 
our NSYS apparel, 50/50 tickets, tickets on trail passes and 
also started our silent auction. After lunch we all returned to 
our meeting room to discuss our code of ethics and plan our 
yearly trip. We also talked about making a donation from the 
club. Last year we donated to the Fort McMurray fires while 
this year, we decided to sponsor a family of four for Christmas. 
Shortly after we decided we were going to sponsor the family 
for Christmas, our guest speaker came in to talk to us for an 
hour. This year’s guest was Mitch Cooke. He talked to us about 
what he did for a living and how he became a professional 
motocross rider and a successful businessman.
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NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS

Jeremy Cromwell from East Hants Sno-Dusters also came in 
to talk to us. He told us his ideas for raising money and how 
he was once a youth trying to find his way into the snowmobile 
community, Jeremy is now the president of his club. Back when 
Jeremy was in high school he painted a picture of his Elan, he 
then got snowmobilers to sign the picture and thought it would 
be a great idea to auction the painting off and graciously 
donate the funds to NSYS.

That night we all got back together for the dinner and 
award ceremony, we sold more tickets for everything and 
congratulated Kate Crawford on her youth of the year award 
and Jarrett Crowell on his CCSO youth of the year award.

We would like to thank John and Judy Austin along with Guy 
and Sherry Mattinson who won the 50/50 and then donated it 
back to the group. Another huge thanks to Alex Parker who won 
the live auction item for the Elan photo for $300 and graciously 
donated the picture back to auction off again next year! It was 
a very successful night for NSYS. We raised around $3300.

On another note, make sure to check out the 2018 ISC 
conference in Halifax this year. NSYS will be there and we hope 
you will be too. Until next time, Have a great winter and happy 
trails!!
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The Antigonish Sno-Dogs are 
looking forward to a great 
2017-18 snow season and have 

completed several major projects 
since spring. We are pleased to report 
we have been able to rebuild our 
Warming Shelter on Weavers Mountain 
(Trail #700). It is located on Weavers 
Mountain Road just alongside Indian 
Lake.

The work on the shelter was completed 
by a group of dedicated club volunteers 
and the generous support of local 
Antigonish sponsors and businesses. 

There has also been substantial brush 
clearing on Trail #715 (Ho Chi Minh.) 
Thanks to OHV grants the trail clearing 
will provide snowmobilers with a safer, 
wider and smoother trail for the coming 
season.

Our club is working closely with the Eigg 
Mountain Trails Association (our local 
ATV Club) to tackle some other trails 
which are in need of repair. We have 
also been busy putting up new signage. 
Our groomer and a large number of 
operators are ready and prepared for the 
2017-18 season. Our 150+ kilometers 
of trails will be in fantastic shape and 
we’re ready for the snow!

Antigonish Sno-Dogs Report
Jeremy Landry, President

OLD NEW

for details & the official 
release, stay tuned online!

CLUB REPORT
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In early October 10 sledders from our 
club participated in a chain saw safety 
course. For those who are not aware 

this is a requirement in order to do any 
cutting on Crown Land. Many of us have 
used a saw for several years. However, 
most of us have some bad habits and 
could stand to have some additional 
information. I would recommend this 
type of training to anyone using cutting 
equipment. The knowledge gained is 
valuable and useable at home as well as 
on the trail and may just save a life.

We continue to struggle with losing 
trails, both to misuse and landowner 
development of property. We all need to 
be reminded to be appreciative of all the 
landowners who allow us the privilege 
of using their property. Please respect 
them and their conditions. Without our 
landowners we would not have the 
ability to travel the number of kilometers 
that we do. Landowners we Thank you!!

Part of our ongoing challenges as the 
average age of club member’s increases 
is to bring new, younger people to 
become involved. Let me ask that If you 
enjoy the trails please consider spending 
a little time helping to maintain them. 
As much as we would love to have you 
attend our meetings, it’s not necessary 
to if you only have a few hours here and 
there. Just send me an email or give 
me a call and we will simply give you a 
call when trail work is being organized. 
It is a rewarding feeling knowing you 
have helped keep our trails safe and 
enjoyable and I hear we are a fun bunch 
to spend time with :)

On that note, is there any interest in 
having a youth organization in the 
Valley? We would love to have our youth 
involved! They are our future. Again, 
please contact me if you or someone 
you know may be interested.

The executive decided to start their 
own annual awards to recognize our 

volunteers. At our annual closing 
dinner, I had the pleasure of presenting 
Ruth Corkum and Bev Spicer with 
Outstanding service awards and we 
appointed Rick Jacques as an Honorary 
Member of the AVRR. We have so many 
deserving members that this will be an 
annual part of our very popular closing 
dinner!

We were unable to have our Grass 
Drags this year however I’m pleased to 
say that the clay is being laid and then 
track will be seeded so we will be in 
good shape for next season. We owe a 
huge thank you to Craig Nichols who 
not only allows us to use his land but is 
also taking the time from his very busy 
business to put the clay in.

Our winter Snow drags are set for 
January 20/18, please keep an eye 
on our website and F/B for updates.

A COUPLE OF NOTES:
Make sure you buy a permit to help pay 
for grooming, safety signs and bridges.

We are very fortunate to have local 

business support and we ask that you 
support the local businesses that support 
our recreation.

Follow us on Facebook: Annapolis Valley 
Ridge Runner, Snowmobile Club website 
www.avrr.ca, subscribe to have current 
events emailed to you

Club meetings are the first Thursday of 
the month at the Waterville Fire hall. 
Come meet fellow sledders and support 
the Club who develops and maintains 
the local trail system.

Interested in assisting with grooming the 
trails? Contact Tammy 902-680-2146 

AVRR - Annapolis Valley Ridge Runners
Tammy Hines President, Hartt MacKinlay Secretary

CLUB REPORT

TRAIL CONDITIONS?
Visit the SANS WEBSITE  
and check out the link  
starting the New Year.

All of the information  
you need in one place! 

Check it out at: 
www.snowmobilersns.com



14 Volume 23, Issue 1

We had a great summer here, 
lots of hot days; if you like that 
sort of thing. There have been 

a few snow flurries in the air in Cape 
Breton already, won’t be long!

Cabot Club accomplished much since 
last season. Our bridge at Timber Lake 
West is complete. You are going to love 
it and so will our groomer operators. The 
groomer can now drive across the bridge 
saving precious grooming time. A lot 
of club members volunteered countless 
hours: Clifford Aucoin, Tom Farr, Kevin 
Ball, Craig MacDonald, Chris Brace, 
Dave Polegatto, Cyril Leudy, Donnie 
Cosnick, just to mention a few. I am 
sorry, I can’t mention everyone; but the 
club really went all out to help. Thanks 
to Ralph MacPherson who did all of our 
heavy lifting so to speak. As you know 
every project involves many meetings, 

phone calls, endless paper work etc., so 
great job everyone! I hope to see you on 
the bridge (yet to be named,) this winter. 

More great news, we have the armed 
forces working on a part of our trail in 
Wreck Cove. This project, headed by 
club member Gordie Leblanc will also 
be ready this winter. They are fixing the 
trail behind the Wreck Cove General 
Store; even putting in a new bridge. 
This asset to our trails will cut out some 
highway travel and will give us a better 
access to fuel and food at the Wreck 
Cove General Store. We are certain the 
Armed Forces with do a great job. This is 
a great benefit to us and thanks so much 
to Gordie Leblanc.

One of our founding members Charlie 
Barrington, has been awarded a Lifetime 
Achievement Award. I would like to say 
that he was a pioneer in snowmobiling 

in the Cape Breton Highlands. In a 
time when travel in The Highlands was 
often very difficult (lots of snow, no 
groomer, smaller and slower sleds,) he 
helped establish our Cabot Club, the 
famous Pig & Whistle and probably 
went where no man had gone before. 
Congratulations Charlie, you are very 
deserving of this award and thank you, 
from all of your fellow snowmobiler! See 
you on the trail.

We still have lots of work to do spacing, 
clearing trails, putting up our signs, 
stocking firewood for the Pig & Whistle, 
getting our groomer shack ready; not 
to mention getting our groomer ready 
and floated up to North River. Many 
volunteers are getting much done for 
the Cabot Snowmobile Club. Thanks to 
everyone and can’t wait to see you on 
the snow!!

Greetings from  
The Cabot Snowmobile Club!
Cheryl Joseph, Cabot Snowmobile Club

Bridge view

First day on site Richard Joseph, Darren Barren and Stan Simms

Clifford Aucoin, Fred Lewis, Dave Polegatto

Finished bridge

CLUB REPORT
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Ceilidh Trails Groomers 
Association was formed from 
Cape Clear Snowmobile 

Club, Alpine Snowmobile Club and 
The Inverness Capers.

We were successful in obtaining 
funding for a third groomer and we 
had it on the snow for 2017. One of 
the biggest things I noticed with this 
new groomer is that our volunteer 

base got higher. We still have some 
sponsorship available for $500/year. 
Anyone interested can email me at 
richardajamieson@hotmail.com.

We have 55 sponsors and 
$30,000.00 from Inverness County 
and $50,000.00 from Community 
Heritage and we are very pleased 
that the Federal Government came 
on as well (ACOA) for approximately 

$88,000.00. Our fundraising 
committee, Earl Johnstone, David 
MacLean and myself reached out 
to a lot of local businesses with a 
great response. This is why I want 
to take a moment to thank all these 
local business and ask everyone to 
support them as they have supported 
us. Their names are on the sponsor 
board which is attached to the drag.

Ceilidh Trails Groomers Association
Richard Jamieson, President

CLUB REPORT
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We’ve been hearing that the snow 
has been flying in Alberta over 
the last couple of weeks and 

think how lucky they are - or maybe not. 
It’s still early in the season and we are not 
quite ready to dig out the sleds yet!

Our Club re-started our monthly meetings 
so that we can assess trails and get some 
much needed work done, especially after 
losing one of our bridges to a fire over 
the summer. It happens to be a major 
connector to our trail system in Cape 
Breton; hopefully we will have a solution 
before too long.

Janet and I attended the Snow Show and 
the SANS Excellence Awards Banquet 

where we were honoured to receive the 
Couple of the Year award. We put in a 
lot of long hours together between being 
President and Secretary of our Club and 
for the fundraising efforts for our new 
groomer. I find it is a lot easier to do 
all of this as a couple. It was nice to be 
recognized in this way and again, I would 
like to thank everyone who took part in the 
nomination and congratulations to all of 
the award winners.

We are also gearing up for our 
annual fundraiser and will be selling 
tickets once again on a SRX 120 
Yamaha snowmobile/$3,000 travel 
voucher/$2,500 in cash. The winner 

gets to pick their choice. This fundraiser 
is crucial to our yearly expenses as 
a club. We will be set up in the Port 
Hawkesbury Shopping Centre and will 
draw on December 24, 2017. We will do 
e-transfers online as this seems to be a 
more convenient way to shop these days. 
The tickets are $5/each or 3 for $10.00. 
You can email me at richardajamieson@
hotmail.com.

Once again I would like to thank 
Babins Service Centre, United Rentals 
and MacAulay Service Centre for their 
continuous support selling trail passes and 
club memberships.

See you on the trails soon!

Cape Clear Snowmobile Club report
Richard Jamieson, President
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International Snowmobile Conference 2018 (ISC)

Submitted by Laurie Cranton & Marsha Eddy

Members of the Halifax ISC2018 planning committee attended ISC2017 in  
Winnipeg in June. We observed, noted and learned from the  

Winnipeg ISC2017 planning committee.

In late September the ISC Planning committee met with us,  
the ISC2018 committee at The Westin. We received their  

approval to continue with our plans.

Our greatest challenge to date is fundraising. Thank you to our local clubs  
who have supported ISC2018. Help is always welcomed and appreciated!!!!

Our website and on line registration is live. Check us out….

ISC2018 Plans are continuing… and there is a lot to do. We are  
looking for volunteers as we are getting closer to show time!!!!

ISC 2018 June 13-16, 2018 @ The Westin Nova Scotia.

Stay Tuned!!!!

If you have any questions please contact,  
either Laurie Cranton at lcranton@ns.sympatico.ca 

or myself, Marsha at mjeddy@ns.sympatico.ca

Picture courtesy of Richard Jamieson
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Chignecto Glooscap Snowmobile 
Association (CGSA) 
Paulette L. Josey, President

Cumberland Snowmobile Club
Greg Morash, President

Hello Fellow Snowmobilers, my 
name is Paulette Josey and I 
am the new president of the 

Chignecto Glooscap Snowmobile 
Association (CGSA.) My husband Dale 
Lunn, became treasurer of the club at 
the same time that I was elected as 
president; our faithful Lyndon Crowe 
remained on as secretary for another 
year and hopefully many more. Rick 
Harvey (past president) and John 
Collins (past treasurer) have resigned 
their positions. It will be hard to fill their 
shoes. Thank you to them both for their 
many years of excellent work!

Needless to say, both John and Rick will 
continue to be an integral part of our 
association as they effectively contribute 
from behind the scene. 

We began our year with our annual Fish 
Fry on October 7, thanks to John and 
Bonnie Collins for their many years of 
keeping this event going. Thank you to 
the many faithful volunteers plus all of 
the people who donated to this fund 

raiser. It was a success, thanks to all of 
you! 

Led by long time go to guy Larry Scopie, 
club members from River Hebert and 
Joggins recently completed the re-
building of a large bridge on the Popular 
Rd, SANS Trail 32. Thanks guys for a 
great job! 

Trail work, including: bridge surveys, 
signage and hazard elimination has 
been ongoing throughout the past few 
weeks. We would like to extend a special 
thanks to Jason Willigar and our many 
volunteers, sponsors and land owners. 

We participated in the Woodlot Owner 
of the Year Event on September 30th, 
in Spencer’s Island, for Peter and Pat 
Spicer. Here, we were able to pass out 
information on snowmobiling in Nova 
Scotia, snowmobile safety and the 
many other things that our club does 
to enhance the riding experience of 
snowmobilers from all over the map. 
People from all over Nova Scotia 
attended the event as well as folks from 

New Brunswick, resulting in a very nice 
day indeed. 

We are of course hoping for more snow 
this year and take this opportunity to 
wish all of our Provincial Clubs a very 
successful 2017/2018 season.

The Cumberland Snowmobile 
Club is proud to announce our 
upcoming 50th Anniversary in 

2018. The clubhouse is based in 
Collingwood and continues to welcome 
many past, present and new members. 
Like the members of days gone by who 
spent all their spare time enjoying many 
days of snowmobiling, that spirit is still 
alive and well in 2018 as it was in 1968.

We have increased the network of trails 
and linked the communities from Tidnish, 
Amherst, Springhill, Southampton, 
Oxford, Collingwood, Five Islands 
and Economy. As well this year we 

added a third groomer to bring our 
trail-to-groomer ratio more in line with 
provincial standards.

SANS awarded the Cumberland 
Snowmobile Club the “2017 Club of 
the Year” with Andrew Wallis winning 
“Snowmobiler of the Year”. Huge 
congratulations to all the members 
on earning this recognition and to 
Andrew on his well-deserved award. 
We have proven that hard work and 
focus will keep us at the leading edge 
of snowmobiling as were our founding 
members.

There is no time like the present 
to celebrate our 50th Anniversary. 
Lisa Vivian is organizing this as we 
speak as plans are underway and 
will be communicated soon with the 
big Anniversary events coming up in 
February. To give you a sneak peak you 
can expect some tours of the trails and 
popular stopping spots for those looking 
to do some site seeing, hopefully a rally 
in late January (snow permitting), and 
lots of food. Please check the newly 
re-designed website or Facebook for 
upcoming dates, times and locations for 
these events! You can guarantee a good 
time will be had by all!
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As I am typing this in early 
November we are already hard 
at work preparing trails for 
this winter. There was a lot of 
damage down through trails 
#42 and #30, with broken deck 
boards, washouts to repair and 
arguments with our little beaver 
friend. We accomplished a lot 
of bush cutting through funding 
from the OHV small grants in 
Amherst, Springhill, and Five 
Islands. Thank you to all those 
involved in the effort to get these 
projects funded, organized and 
completed. Another job well 
done!

The other large project we have tackled 
for the last few years at this time of year 
is our Dream Ride Lottery. This project 
was led by the members in Amherst 
and a great sales network and we 
sold out yet again. Congrats to all the 
winners and a big thank you to all the 
sponsors that make this all happen. 
This completed the payments left on 
the second groomer and with a great 
fundraising drive from the members 
and businesses in Springhill we moved 
forward on the purchase of our third 
groomer.

We are working out the details for the 
canteen staff and are hopeful to have 
someone in that position by snowfall.

In closing I’d like to thank the 

landowners for allowing us to 
use their land, and the sponsors 
for their ongoing support. Please 
see the list of sponsors, so 
you can thank them when you 
have the opportunity. Finally, 
thank you to the members for 
having the passion that drives 
us all to make Cumberland & 
Colchester a better place to ride 
a snowmobile.

Drive to arrive!

Yours truly, Greg Morash 
President, Cumberland 
Snowmobile Club

The Cumberland groomers are powered by  
trail permits and sponsored by the following fine people:

 Amherst Chrysler (1999) Ltd. Baxter Trucking
 Beale & Inch Construction Ltd.  Blakeney’s Plumbing & Heating 
 Blake’s Electric  Bluewave Energy
 CIBC Wood Gundy Coldwell Banker Performance Realty
 Dave’s Excavating HALEX Construction Ltd. 
 Hicks Lemoine Law Hidden Mountain Maple Farms
 Mapleton Surveys Ltd. Leading Edge Excavation & Trucking
 Rick & Jennifer VanSnick McIsaac-Darragh Chartered Accountants
 Pauline & Francis Verstraten Roop’s Esso 
 Scallion & Powell Holdings Inc. Sociables Pub & Eatery
 Tri-Province Enterprises Ltd. Larry Hunter Sign Design
 Maritech Construction Inc. FinaMark Group

cumberlandsnowmobileclub.com

CUMBERLAND 50 YEARS OF TRAIL BLAZING



20 Volume 23, Issue 1

CLUB REPORTCUMBERLAND 50 YEARS OF TRAIL BLAZING

Lamtrac mulcher clearing trail outside Amherst

TCT BBQ in Tidnish Aug 25 2017

Alex Parker, Greg Morash and Bruce Shields 

Brush cutting Trail 1 River Philip
DNR helicopter flew in for TCT celebration

Repairing trail 104 in Springhill
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