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President’s Report
Don Stewart, President, SANS

We are in our fiftieth year 
and we should all be proud 
of the organization that 

SANS has become. Twenty-one clubs. 
Thousands of km of trails, thousands 
of SANS members and a staff of two 
full time positions. We encourage 
clubs to display our anniversary banner 
at functions. Contact Mike or myself 
and we will get them out. 

With the late snow last season and 
reports of colder weather and not as 
many temperature swings, the hopes 
are that we will have a good season 
this year.

The prices are up, minimally, this year 
for trail permits. As you are no doubt 
aware this is something that we held 
off doing for the last two seasons 
due to lack of snow. The increase 
will go into effect this year and is the 
first increase in five years. Costs go 
up every year and we would not be 
responsible if the prices did not go up.

Many clubs hosted rallies and other 
fund-raising events during the past 
season. The monies raised help fund 
the work that clubs do to make the 
sport of snowmobiling enjoyable.

There are many 
items that have 
been and are 
being worked on 
by the staff and 
the office report 
which is issued 
regularly by Mike 
and Reg outlines 
most everything 
that is happening. 
Please read these 
reports. If you are 
not receiving them, 
you can be added 
to the e-mail list.

The Ride For Dad 
is no more but 
local clubs are 
planning a ride including a banquet, 
prizes and lots of fun, This will be on 
the first Saturday of March and will be 
hosted in beautiful Baddeck.

I hope the Awards Banquet went well 
and everyone had a good time as it 
is very important that volunteers are 
recognized for the roles they play and 
played.

I have been in the position of President 
for the last two-and-one-half years. It 

is very humbling to me to have had the 
opportunity to do this

In closing please Stay involved, Stay 
active, Share your experience with a 
friend and above all Stay healthy! 

Don Stewart

Core Operating Funds provided by

Off-Highway Vehicle
Infrastructure Fund Department of

Health and Wellness



2 Volume 25, Issue 1

Published by SANS
Editor in Chief
Reg Crewe, SANS
info@snowmobilersns.com

Designed and printed by:
Halcraft Printers Inc.
2688 Robie Street
Halifax, NS

Circulation
SANS
info@snowmobilersns.com

Advertising
info@snowmobilersns.com

Web Addresses
snowmobilersns.com

Publications Mail Agreement
No. 40788046

Return Undeliverable Addresses to:
SANS
5516 Spring Garden Road, 4th
Halifax, NS B3J 1G6

RESPECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
IS IMPORTANT TO US!

Occasionally our membership list is made available 
to reputable companies and organizations whose 
products and services may interest you. If you prefer 
to not have your name made available, contact us by 
mail or email at info@snowmobilersns.com
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General Manager’s Report
Mike Eddy, General Manager, SANS

The winter forecast is an optimistic 
one for all snowmobilers’ and 
one we have been waiting on 

for the past few years! Hopefully we 
will look back next spring and agree 
it was an awesome sledding season! 
We need it and the hundreds of hard-
working volunteers are anxious to see 
the trails being groomed and used for 
a winter of fun.

 The past year at SANS has seen 
several big changes. The biggest was 
when Martha Dunlop left us after a 
career of almost 14 years serving 
the snowmobiling community and all 
those, we deal with to conduct regular 
business. Martha left Nova Scotia for 
the west coast to be close to her son 
and family including Martha’s new 
granddaughter. When she gave her 
notice we were concerned that we 
would be challenged to get back to 
full operating capacity anytime soon. I 
said to many that we would find out all 
the tasks that Martha looked after as 
soon as she was gone! I was right and 
the task to find a replacement was one 
of the key issues we had to address 
during the year for a lot of systems and 
descriptions needed to be developed 
and refined. 

 The development of a selection 
process and hiring a new Finance and 
Administration Manager was a stressful 
and busy period for SANS! Thankfully 
we do not need to do this often. We 
had a great group of applicants and 
after a detailed process our very 
own Reg Crewe was successful and 
assumed the position. Reg had a 
broad familiarity with most of SANS 
operations as he was a club president, 
served on the Board of Director’s, 
held the role of Secretary on the SANS 

Executive and also chaired a number 
of committees including the Permit 
Review Committee during the past 3 
review periods. We welcome Reg and 
trust he will give everyone the service 
they need and are accustomed to 
when dealing with the SANS office.

 Our SANS Awards Banquet was one 
of the best I have ever attended and 
the list of honourees was lengthy 
which is great to see as it shows we 
are a very healthy organization. The 
volunteers that were recognized are all 
stellar members of SANS or were those 
who do so much to help us achieve 
our goals through the years! Look at 
our award winners in this issue of Sno’ 
Trails and start thinking of those who 
should be considered for awards in the 
coming years.

 This fall saw many clubs out doing 
trail work as evidenced by the speed 
that our SANS Small Grant fund 
was used up! Our volunteers do so 
much to make the trails ready for use 
in the winter and then are asked to 
volunteer time to raise funds to help 
offset the 50% required to match the 
grant funds. When in-kind counts 
they work for $15.00 an hour to raise 
enough funds to match the approved 
grant. Either way the volunteers are 
the ones who make the trails great 
and we haven’t even started grooming 
yet which is another story! Some 
may wonder why I and others get 
passionate when talking about permits 
and those who freeload by riding OUR 
trails without lifting a finger and then 
whine about pulling out their wallet to 
spend a few dollars!

 Many of you may know that the SANS 
Snowmobile Ride for Dad ended with 
the event in March but as promised 
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Letter from the Editor
Reg Crewe, Editor, Manager of Finance and Administration SANS

In 1970 a group of like-minded 
snowmobilers from a few NS clubs 
decided to try and organize into a 

group calling themselves the Nova 
Scotia Snowmobile Association and 
charging dues of $2.00 per member. 
A lot has changed and happened since 
then and we now have a very robust 
Snowmobile Association of Nova 
Scotia celebrating its 50th Anniversary. 
Congratulations to all who have 
supported, participated in and enjoyed 
the benefits of organized snowmobiling 
in Nova scotia.

Although much has changed in 
technology and our business model has 
grown into a sophisticated industry, one 
thing that has remained the same and is 
the true backbone of our organization 
is the dedicated group of volunteers 
that have carried the SANS banner 
throughout all of its history. The SANS is 
its volunteers and 21 clubs that sustain 
our core business and their dedication to 
recreational snowmobiling plus the many 

permit buyers that use our great trail 
system throughout the winter season.

We had to say good-bye to an amazing 
woman, contributor and employee this 
year who worked tirelessly for SANS 
for 13 years. Martha Dunlop started 
with SANS in 2006 and worked as the 
Manager of Finance and Administration, 
performing many tasks, taking care of 
our finances, office administration and 
many of the provincial initiatives and 
funds managed by SANS. She has been 
the editor and driving force behind this 
magazine and has passed the reigns of 
editorial power to me. It is a challenge, 
huge learning curve and an entirely new 
experience. I hope this edition lives up to 
the expectations of its readers.

This year has seen a small increase in 
Provincial Trail Permit costs. A table 
below, indicates the new pricing and 
where the funds are allocated. This is 
the first increase in rates for 7 years. 
Costs, unfortunately, do not decrease 
and it had been delayed for some time 

and it was felt necessary to apply for the 
increase by the Board of Directors. The 
permits are provincially legislated and 
regulated by the government and require 
a lengthy application process to make 
changes of any kind so we think these 
changes will satisfy our needs for the 
immediate future. 

We have a new type of permit this 
year designed for collectors of older 
snowmobiles, the Vintage Permit. This 
permit is for sleds 25 years or older 
from the current season year. It is less 
expensive and will appeal to collectors of 
vintage snowmobiles who want to take 
their sleds out for show or rides without 
spending a lot of money on permits to 
ensure they are legal. We also changed 
our Classic permits to apply to sleds 15 
years or older from the current season 
year instead of stating a specific year 
and this will apply to all Classic permits 
going forward.

Quite often members and snowmobilers 
wonder where their permit money is 

we have another ride to take its’ place. The Cape Breton 
Highlander Ride will take place on the same weekend 
in March so mark your calendars and I hope to see you 
there. March 7th is the date for the ride, but many people 
will arrive and ride through the week as the trails are sure 
to be awesome! The Friday evening music and meet and 
greet is set to continue as is the great lunch at the Cranton 
(Margaree) Community Centre followed by a Banquet on 
Saturday. The organizers are planning to give us a great 
event so book early at the Inverary as rooms will go quickly! 
Overflow hotels are available as well.

 In closing I want to thank all of you for your contributions 
to snowmobiling and sincerely hope that we have a safe 
season with no accidents or injuries! Please do your best to 
encourage riding with Zero Tolerance in mind! The biggest 
contributor to accidents is alcohol and drugs which often 
makes the thumb get closer to the handlebar. Together it is 
often deadly! 

Merry Christmas to all of you and best wishes for a safe and 
snowy and New Year!

L-R Mike Eddy, Reg Crewe, Don Stewart
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spent and as one can see, the bulk 
of the funds go towards grooming 
trails. Offering users a quality product 
is our number one goal. It is a huge 
undertaking for volunteer clubs to 
purchase, maintain and run grooming 
equipment with recent purchases of 
groomers in the $300,000 price range, 
not to mention insurance, fuel and 
maintenance. Then there are trail costs, 
trail maintenance equipment, etc. Club 
expenses far outweigh any revenues 
from permit sales, but it certainly helps 
in the annual cost of grooming and trail 
maintenance.

Permit sales are very closely tied to 
snowfall and our sales have remained 
fairly consistent throughout the last few 
years but, not being able to control 
snowfall is a constant issue and we all 
hope for good snow this year so all 
snowmobilers can get out and enjoy the 
many benefits recreational snowmobiling 
has to offer.

Another program run by SANS is a grant 
program funded by the Off-Highway 
Vehicle Fund which comes from the 
annual OHV vehicle registration. We 
managed a fund of $100,000 this year 
and achieved trail work from this funding 
source of well over $350,000. Volunteer 
clubs and trail groups use this money 
to install bridges, culverts, brush cut, 
repair and upgrade trails. The money is 
provided on a matching fund basis. This 
means for every dollar granted, clubs 
must provide matching funds, donations 
or labour. One can easily see that this 
fund is generating work over three times 
the seed money provided. We are very 
proud of the incredible effort and trail 
improvements provided with very little 
money in the grand scheme of provincial 
funding initiatives. This doesn’t include 
the large trail projects funded directly 
by the provincial Off Highway Vehicle 
Infrastructure Fund and the Community, 
Culture ad Heritage various funding 
programs. The SANS Small Project Fund 

provides project grants up to $5000.00.

I would like to personally thank all the 
volunteers and clubs for the incredible 
amount of work they do to ensure our 
trails are maintained and the snow is 
groomed to offer a great product for trail 
users to use. The provincial trail system 
is something to be quite proud of, it take 
a huge amount of volunteer hours, a 
lot of hard physical work and endless 
volunteer hours by all trail groups, 
ATVANS and NSORRA our partner 
motorized trail users to constantly work 
towards ensuring safe and standardized 
trails throughout the province, not only 
for motorized use but by the many trail 
users, year round.

I hope this winter provides lots of snow 
and a safe, enjoyable snowmobile 
season.

Reg Crewe, Editor 
Manager of Finance & Administration

Snowmobilers Association  
of Nova Scotia

T E L E G R A P H  H O U S E  H O T E L  

4 7 9  C H E B U C T O  S T .  

B A D D E C K ,  N S  

B 0 E  1 B 0  

T O L L  F R E E  1 - 8 8 8 - 2 6 3 - 9 8 4 0

P H O N E  9 0 2 - 2 9 5 - 1 1 0 0

F A X  9 0 2 - 2 9 5 - 1 1 3 6

E - M A I L s t a y @ t e l e g r a p h h o u s e . c a
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SANS Snowmobile Trailer
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Leadership - In Life or In  
Snowmobile Clubs’

I came to SANS over 7 ½ years ago after 
a career in the fire service. One may think 
there is a big difference between the fire 

service and snowmobile clubs but from my 
standpoint there are many similarities. This 
piece is not about a comparison of the two 
but rather on the topic of “leadership” which 
is a necessity of ALL organizations and in 
life. We have all worked or volunteered with 
people who hold positions of leadership and 
may have our own versions of great or less 
than great leaders. One thing all have in 
common is the need for our leaders to do 
the “right things”. In order to do the right 
things effectively there are oftentimes tough 
decisions to be made which will please 
some but not all the people in our lives 
or organizations. Pleasing everyone is not 
always possible and trying to do so has been 
the downfall of many in leadership roles.

 In my past career I did a lot of research 
and educating on the topic of leadership. 
One of the best stories I used to show as an 
example of trying to please everyone is found 
in Jim Clemmer’s book, The Leader’s Digest. 
The article was originally written in a book 
by Mark Albion, Author of Making a Life, 
Making a Living. Here is the story and I hope 
you enjoy it and the message it conveys.

 “The boy rode on the donkey and the old 
man walked. As they went along, they passed 
some people who remarked it was a shame 
the old man was walking, and the boy was 
riding. The man and the boy thought that 
maybe the critics were right, so they changed 
positions. Later, they passed some people 
that remarked, ‘What a shame, he makes 
that little boy walk’. They then decided they 
both would walk! Soon they passed some 
people who thought they were stupid to walk 
when they had a decent donkey to ride. So, 
they both rode the donkey. Now they passed 

some people that shamed them by saying 
how awful to put such a load on a poor 
donkey. The boy and the man said they were 
probably right, so they decided to carry the 
donkey. As they crossed the bridge, they lost 
their grip on the animal and he fell into the 
river and drowned.

 The Moral of the Story - If you try to please 
everyone you may as well kiss your ass good-
bye” 

 Please give your best to those who take on 
leadership roles in your clubs and committees 
and offer to stand for position when you can! 
At least be thoughtful and helpful to those 
who took on roles with the best of intention 
and realize they cannot please everybody.

As always we are interested in your thoughts 
and opinions so please let us know at 
gm@snowmobilersns.com or at info@
snowmobilersns.com

Opinion Page
Mike Eddy - Fall 2019
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Facts About Snowmobiling - 2019

Haslett, MI, September 26, 2019: As 
we begin the 2019-20 snowmobiling 
season, we thought you may be 
interested in the following facts while you 
are preparing to go ride this season:

1.  Snowmobilers come in all ages. The 
average snowmobiler however, is 45 
years old.

2.  The average snowmobile 
snowmobiler last season rode 1,500 
miles / 2,414 kilometers (a 20% 
increase in ridership compared to 
2018.) The number of miles ridden, 
on average, is dependent on snow 
cover, so we will see if Mother Nature 
brings us more days of snow for 
riding this season.

3.  Many snowmobilers belong to a 
club and participate in many of their 
club’s events. Clubs hold great riding 
events, great parties, and are made 
up of wonderful people that become 
great friends. Join a club and have a 
great time!!!

4.  About 50% of the people that 
snowmobile, trailer their snowmobile 
to their riding area. The other 50% 
ride from their home or cabin.

5.  Snowmobiling is a family friendly 
activity. Most of all those responding 
to surveys report that they 
snowmobile with family and with 
friends and with club members.

6.  Snowmobilers are outdoor 
recreationists all year around. 
Following is a list of recreational 
activities that snowmobilers 
participate in when they aren’t out 
riding: 60% go ATV Riding

 57% go Camping

 54% go Fishing

 53% go Boating

 38% go Hunting

 35% go Hiking

 32% go Motorcycle Riding

 26% go Golfing

 17% go Personal Watercraft Riding

 15% go Downhill Skiing

 15% do other recreational Activities

Yes, we are a year around active group!

7.  Approximately 79% of the 
snowmobilers are male.

8.  Snowmobilers are a big part of the 
winter economic engine by spending 
an average of $3349 each year 
going snowmobiling, traveling to 
their snowmobiling spot, and food, 
gas, and lodging. In many places of 
North America, snowmobilers pay 
the bills for people involved in the 
Winter Tourism Industries and related 
businesses.

9. To help snowmobilers promote their 
sport, the snowmobile manufacturers 
have created a number of supporting 
communication tools.

 a.  We have created a Dropbox 
where interested individuals 
can access the most current 
family friendly snowmobile 
photos. https://www.dropbox.
com/sh/fvlppq3ko0ln7s1/
AABqbQlxMDx4DsR7a26GhQO 
Pa?dl=0 We encourage people 
to use these photos in the 
development of trail maps, 
advertising pieces, or just flyers 
supporting a snowmobiling 
activity. The photos are free 
and can be used in promoting 
recreation family snowmobiling.

 b.  Also, ISMA has created a 
Facebook page www.Facebook.
com/GoSnowmobiling. If you 
are on Facebook and want to 
see snowmobiling posts, please 
FOLLOW our page. You can also 
share your snowmobiling pictures, 
events, etc. on our page and they 
will be viewed by followers from 
around the world!

 c.  We have two websites: www.
snowmobile.org and www.
gosnowmobiling.org that contain 
a lot of information, links, 
downloadable materials, etc. to 
help support you and educate 
you on key issues related to 
snowmobiling and help you 
better know the activities going 
on. Our websites are connected 
to other websites around the 
world including all of the United 
States and Canadian State 
and Provincial Snowmobile 
Associations which contain all 
of the local information that you 
may need.

The winter outlook is looking good 
for snowmobiling and we are looking 
forward to a great season!

Contact: Ed Klim 
International Snowmobile 
Manufacturers Association 
Phone 517-339-7788 
Fax 517-339-7798 
EKlim@aol.com

1640 Haslett Road, Suite 170 
Haslett, MI 48840

Press Release
International Snowmobile Manufacturers Association
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Nick Veilleux is from Sherbrooke QC, and resides in New Brunswick. He has been 
working for BRP for 4 years and has been District Sales Manager for 2 years. 
Last year he was the DSM for Newfoundland & Labrador. He has been riding 

motocross, sleds, quads and basically anything with a motor since he was about 8 years 
old. Nick did his studies at Bishops University (Sherbrooke, QC) where he majored in 
Marketing and played football.

Bombardier Recreational  
Products Personalities Bio
Nicolas Veilleux, District Sales Manager, BRP

CCSO - Snowmobilers Celebrating in June
Dennis Burns

At the International Snowmobile 
Congress (ISC) 2019 downtown 
event from June 5-9 in Grand 

Rapids, Michigan, many visitors were 
pleasantly surprised to see the high 
level of interest in snowmobiling. So 
many people “flying their colors” for 
their favourite ride, from mountain long 
tracks to trail sleds, a multitude of stories 
were shared about deep powder rides, 
to trails and “saddle bagging”, to great 
destinations and remote lodges - off 
season many attend grass drags or water 
oval racing to stay connected - some tall 
tales hard to believe but shared with the 
best intentions…And always ending with 
- you should have seen it!

On the bridge crossing to the Gerald 
Ford Museum, the 38th US President 
from 1974-77, the trail groomers were 
on display, with a selection of the “snow 
grader” - taking our trail construction 
material - the snow - pulling it in, taking 
the air out then panning it flat to harden 
into a trail through Canada’s Paradise 
- what we call the Winter Wonderland. 
Sledders shared photos and memories 
about locations that are just spectacular: 
that frozen water fall, the mountain 
vistas, sunsets, an excellent snowstorm 
- yes snowmobilers look forward to 
big storms, providing deep snow, road 
closures…to get the snow for tomorrow’s 
great riding.

On Saturday evening, the President’s 
Gala Event was held with awards 
presented to key volunteers and 
businesses that clubs and municipalities 
are so fortunate to have who make trails 
and riding areas possible for all to share 
because of their hard work.

A special thank you to all nominees - 
you all deserve to be recognized and 
to win - congratulations to this year’s 
incredible list of winners. The CCSO 
Excellence Awards for:

Dealer - SK Universe Satellite Sales 
Arctic Cat from Rocanville

Snow Related Company - QC Kimpex 
from Drummondville

Groomer Operator - ON Don 
Matheson from Bruce Mines

Club - BC Windermere Valley 
Snowmobile Society from Invermere

Family - NS The Stevens Family - Randy, 
Yvonne, Kyle & Dylan from Wellington

Snowmobiler - QC Martin Nicol from 
St-Magloire

Tourism - BC VARDA (Valemount & Area 
Recreation Development)

Youth - MB Alec Bruneau from Great 
Falls

Thank You and Congratulations again to 
all for your commitment, dedication and 
tireless efforts to make snowmobiling 

possible for all to experience in Canada.

The 1st snow show of the season is 
always a great benchmark to gauge 
the level and interest in snowmobiling. 
September Hay Days in MN, USA 
shows us again that there is not only 
some interest but a very high level of 
enthusiasm for what the Old Famers 
Almanac shared as, and I quote: “This 
winter will be remembered for big chills 
and strong storms bringing a steady 
roofbeat of heavy rain and sleet, not 
to mention piles of snow,” says Janice 
Stillman, editor of The Old Farmer’s 
Almanac, which was 80.5% accurate in 
predicting last winter’s wild weather.

The show aisles were very busy. The 
many retailers who shared booths were 
buzzing and the buyers plentiful. Great 
products, incredible pricing then off to 
the centre booth for refreshments, along 
with atv, motorcycle, utv, snowmobile 
entertainment. From high flying to back 
flips to what appears as easy landing on 
the other side of the jump. Please do not 
attempt this at home…we all can dream.

Feedback overall was extremely positive 
- great show - going to be a fantastic 
season ahead.

“Zero I Say Til I’m Done for the Day”

The CCSO is reviewing the new 
Canadian laws on marijuana. 
Continuing on our Zero I say until we 
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On March 31, 1935, Dr. Burns of Kentville, Kings Co., 
NS drove his “snowmobile” to Blue Mountain, Kings Co. 
to deliver a baby. While the doctor and mother were busy 
bringing the baby, Rona, into the world, father Gordon 
was busy with his harness repairing tools working on the 
tracks of the ”snowmobile”, Lizzy (as Dr. Burns called it). 
Dr. Burns had made the tracks with canvas type belts taken 
from an old mill and installed on his “Ford” car. He had 
seen this snowmobile in Quebec.

Submitted by: Alma Russell, former secretary of SANS and 
sister-in-law of Rona, the baby delivered.

Dr. Burns’ Snowmobile, Circa 1926
Doctor Arrives by Snowmobile

CCSO - Snowmobilers Celebrating in June
Dennis Burns

are Done for the Day, the CCSO Board 
of Directors is reviewing the text and the 
logos for the Zero Tolerance Program. 
Our sport can be very challenging 
without any level of impairment - Use 
the thrill of the ride, the experience of 

being outdoors in our Winter Paradise 
to be the adrenaline for your system. 
Any products that may cause impairment 
of any kind should be kept off the trail. 
Make each and every ride better and 
more fun for you and your family - Play It 

Safe Today to Ride for Another Day

Until next time - Keep the Rubber Side 
Down

Dennis

Another snowmobile season is about 
to begin. The ground has been white a 
fewtimes already. Last year I was on my 
sled starting on Nov.18 and ending on 
Mar. 13. Pretty good conditions in our 
Zone compared to some other locations 
in NS. Last year Chignecto Glooscap 
added a second groomer and that 
helped a lottowards trails to Advocate 
to obtain fuel and food. Cumberland 
added a third groomer two years ago 
and it has been a benefit to the trail 
system. They areadding a pan for deep 
snow this year. Cumberland had a 
person hired to operatetheir clubhouse 
canteen last season and that became 
very popular. Route Six upgraded one 
of their groomers. North Shore, Fundy, 
and SLTGA reportedexcellent conditions 
for most of the season. Clubs worked 
together to promoteand provide Poker 
Rallies. A number of Clubs have been 
working with the localATV clubs to repair 
and improve trails.

The COHV ATV Club from Springhill 
recently dedicated a portion of Trail 
30 inmemory of Carl Canning who 
passed away last year. Many of you 
have stoppedat his camp on Lynn Mtn at 
poker rallies, for a lunch break, or just 
to chat. TheMemorial Sign says “ATVer, 
Snowmobiler, and Friend To All”. Carl 
could be seenon many trails using his 
bush-cutters or chainsaw or fixing a 
bridge or putting upsigns any time over 
the previous 40 years.

Most Clubs and a few community 
groups in Zone 4 took part in the Small 
ProjectGrants this year. A number 
of trail improvements have been 
accomplishedthrough this important 
program. Hurricane Dorian caused a lot 
of floodingdamage and tree blowdowns 
this fall. It became apparent that proper 
remediationof damaged areas with 
Department of Environment approval is 
necessary if weare going to be able to 
keep our trail system open after these 

weather events. Insome cases, sections 
of trails have to be closed until safety, 
environmental, andlandowner concerns 
can be addressed.

Our National Symbol, the beaver, has 
not been very friendly to many of our 
clubs and has caused trail damage 
in several places. Watch out for their 
efforts. Last year a popular restaurant 
destination in Parrsboro burned down 
just beforeour season started. I am 
pleased to inform you this business has 
rebuilt and is open again. Unfortunately, 
I have been told that another popular 
restaurantdestination in Wentworth has 
closed.

A number of Clubs have been trying 
to organize fundraising events. Please 
support as many as you can.

I hope everyone has a safe and busy 
snowmobile season. Try to assist your 
localclub and the trail system in any way 
you can.

Zone 4 Nov. 2019
George Pugsley, Zone 4 VP
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In the 1997/1998 snowmobile season 
SANS sold tickets on a new 1998 
Arctic Cat Jag 340 snowmobile. The 

Blair Brothers, a Ski-Doo dealership in 
North River were the winners. Several 
weeks after the draw a friend of mine 
who worked at Stones, New Glasgow, 
the Artic Cat dealer, informed me 
that the new sled was still at their 
shop. I phoned Blair Brothers and 
congratulated them on winning the 
new snowmobile…total silence, then 
he stated, “I don’t know about being 
the proud owner of a new Arctic Cat.” 
Anyway, he informed me that it would 
be offered for sale and after a short 
conversation, we agreed on a price.

The next day we completed the 
paperwork and I paid for the sled. On 
my way home from Truro I picked up the 
sled at Stones.

For some strange reason and I didn’t ask 
any questions, the sled was actually a 
Jaguar 440 model. I installed a reverse 
kit on it and enjoyed it until I traded 
in 2002 at Adventure Motors in New 
Glasgow.

I didn’t realize what a neat all-around 
sled it was until after it was gone. In 
2008 I found out who bought it and 

where they lived. I 
phoned and talked 
with Don and Liz. 
We discussed the 
sled and I asked 
to have a chance 
to buy it back 
when they were 
finished with it. 
In August 2015 I 
phoned again and 
was informed the 
number was no 
longer in service.

Thinking that the 
sled was gone forever, bothered me to 
the extent that I sent a letter and only 
having the name and place. Knowing 
that Summerville was a small community, 
I sent the letter with my return address 
on it.

Three weeks went by and return 
contact. A week later I got a phone 
call from Elizabeth. She received my 
letter and informed me that they were 
considering selling the sled as it wasn’t 
being used much.

On December 22, 2015 I paid them 
a visit. There it was, almost as I traded 
it. She had electric start and mirrors 

installed and the track was studded. In 
the 13 years that they had the sled they 
only put 1100 miles on it. We agreed on 
a price and home it came.

I do enjoy riding it just as much now as I 
did 21 years ago and maybe, even more.

I have been sledding since 1969 and 
have been running a 4-stroke the last 
five years but still love the sound of a 
2-strokle with some fumes.

Thanks to SANS, Gary Campbell and 
the Blair Brothers. A special thank you 
to Donald and Elizabeth or allowing 
me to own this amazing sled, not once 
but twice.

My Winning Artic Cat
Jerry Cameron

Come to Truro for great shopping or enjoy a 
performance at the Marigold Cultural Centre. 
Relax at our large pool and whirlpool. Then 

experience Sherlock’s Lounge.

NEW NAME • NEW CHEF • NEW MENU

ON WILLOW
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A few years back I had talked with 
a man about an old snowmobile. 
The man’s name was Ted 

Marsters he lived in Stanley N.S. Ted told 
me he had an old Sno-Ro snowmobile, 
but it had seen better days. After 
numerous conversations Ted told me if 
I was interested, I should come take a 
look. One Sunday morning Brandon, 
my son, and I loaded up and headed 
for Stanley. Upon arrival Ted greeted us 
and invited us inside to have a look. The 
first thing out of my mouth was “That’s 
got to be the ugliest snowmobile I’ve 
ever seen”. But with further investigation 
I realized it was a uni- body sled; hood 
and tunnel were all one-piece fibreglass. 
We loaded it on the trailer, and I asked 
what happened to the motor. Ted said 
it was in another shed so off we go. 
The motor is under the work bench with 
all the other old parts and pieces from 
every job that was ever done in the 
garage. At first glance it was hard to 
tell if there was a motor there or not but 
soon, I laid my hand on a spark plug 
and boot which was attached to the 
motor. A little digging and there it was 

mostly intact. I ask Ted where the carb 
ever went, and he said he gave it away. 
After more digging we found a piece of 
fuel line sticking up from the rubble and 
sure enough we found the carburetor 
fuel line still attached. The only thing 
missing now is the outer clutch, with a 
little more digging we find it and now 
we have a complete motor. We load 
up and thank Ted for the sled and the 
entertainment. Now many years pass, 
and I hear that Ted’s heath is failing so I 
tell Jack, Ted’s son, that I was starting to 
restore the Sno-Ro and I would have it 
at the 2019 Hants Sno-Dusters Vintage 
show in April. A little History lesson first. 
Sno-Ro was manufactured by Scorpion 
Inc. in the USA and imported to Canada 
by Laurentide Recreative Products Inc. 
and sold under the Sno-Ro brand name. 
Now the fun begins stripping the body 
down and doing 
the glass repairs 
to the hood and 
tunnel. It didn’t 
take long to get 
the body prepared 
for primer. I still 
needed a track and 
drives and skis and 
bogie wheels. After 
many hours and a 
little engineering, I 
had what I needed 
to complete this 

project. I laid on a nice coat of Bright 
Bittersweet urethane enamel paint. Now 
to assemble all these parts and hope 
it looks like a snowmobile when I’m 
finished. It’s now two days before the 
show and my decals just arrived, they 
look awesome on the fresh paint. Finally, 
the Sno-Ro is complete and ready for 
Sunday’s show. At the Show Ted and 
his wife, Lu, arrive and I see them in the 
crowd, I leave my post at the registration 
desk and go say hi. We walk towards the 
Sno-Ro, when we get beside it Lu say’s it 
looks better than it did when it was new. 
It made my day that they got to see it, in 
all its glory shiny and new again. Since 
then Ted has passed but I was glad that 
he got to see it one last time. I hope you 
enjoyed my story.

1966 Sno Ro Sport
Lonny Curry - Snowmobile Buy-Sell-Trade and Collector
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From salmon to snowmobiles: Wilson’s 
Sporting Camp becomes year-round 
outdoor destination

When salmon stocks in the 
Miramichi River system began 
declining, Keith Wilson knew 

he was going to have to make changes 
to his sports fishing operation.

Rather than be a fishing lodge just 
dependent on wealthy sports fishermen 
from the United States and Canada, 
Wilson and his family began looking to 
expand their operation as a four-season 
resort.

Today, Wilson’s Sporting Camp offers 
year round accommodations and 
experiences for people of all ages to 
enjoy at their location in McNamee, in 
central New Brunswick.

One of the most popular offerings is 
the camp’s snowmobile packages which 
Wilson and his son, Karl have developed 
since 2011.

Wilson said the family business, now 
being overseen by the fifth and sixth 
generation, offers the same top service 
it offered to its fishing clients for the past 
165 years.

“When we opened up to snowmobiling, 
we were exposed to a whole new market, 
and the word of mouth spread like 
wildfire and all of a sudden we became 
a snowmobile destination,” Wilson said.

As a result, Wilson expanded to include 
year-round products including guided 
ATV tours, tubing and canoeing, 
corporate retreats, a wedding destination 
and private parties over the last four 
years.

“It all came from snowmobiling.”

Wilson said having a well managed 
snowmobile trail network is important 
and being involved in the local 
snowmobile club is key. Volunteering 
and doing the work of maintaining 
trails, fixing culverts, ensuring signage 
is in place is his way of ensuring things 

will be safe on the 
trails not only for his 
customers but for all 
users.

Snowmobilers 
have access to 
8,000 kilometres of 
groomed trails from 
his central location 
in the province. 
Plus countless 
opportunities for 
the back country 
enthusiast. More 
local loops are 
being added to the 
trail system and 
Wilson sees this as a bonus for everyone.

In addition to making sure the trail 
system is well groomed and maintained, 
Wilson said they pay the same attention 
to detail in their lodge and winterized 
cabins.

Those details include installing in-floor 
heating, ductless heat pumps and 
other amenities aimed at comfort and 
convenience for their guests. In addition 
to well-equipped kitchens, Wilson’s 
supplies all the bedding and towels and 
they even offer a grocery service for 
those travelling in on sleds and don’t 
want to carry supplies.

Meal service can be arranged for those 
renting the main lodge as well. Other 
amenities include gas barbecues and 
outdoor fire pits.

A heated garage to help keep the sleds 
warm and cozy as well.

But Wilson said they added one 
more thing that was top on a lot of 
snowmobilers list.

“The number one most requested item 
by snowmobilers is a hot tub. So we 
renovated part of the main lodge and 
installed a high quality hot tub for riders 
to enjoy after a long day on the trails.”

Wilson’s Sporting Camps can 

From salmon to snowmobiles
By Gail Harding
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accommodate up to 54 people overall.

The Main Lodge has ten beds in three 
bedrooms and commercial kitchen; the 
Big Murphy lodge has 11 beds in six 
bedrooms and a residential kitchen. 
There are two more four-bed cottages 
each with two bedrooms and kitchens 
all of which offer a range of lodging 
arrangements that ensure privacy and 
comfort for mixed groups.

One of the newest additions to Wilson’s 
are guided tours on snowmobiles 
provided by the business. Wilson said 

they developed 
the package to 
allow people 
who didn’t own a 
snowmobile the 
opportunity to safely 
explore Central 
New Brunswick 
and the Christmas 
Mountains region 
on the groomed 
trail system.

That package 
includes a two-night stay, a touring sled 
for two people and a guided tour.

“The interest level in this is high,” said 
Wilson.

The tour takes them up through 
Christmas Mountains for the day on the 
groomed trail system and then off it onto 
loops Wilson created to show off the 
beauty of the area.

Guided tours are also offered for 
all-terrain vehicles on that trail system 
and for snowmobilers who want a 
backcountry adventure off the groomed 
trail system.

Wilson and his family have also 
developed 
partnerships with local 
businesses and other 
camps and lodges in 
the area.

“I believe in 
diversifying so we 
can grow year-round 
tourism here and 
we all have to work 
together to do that.

We bring everyone 

together as a community and a region. 
It’s not just me, it’s to help all of us.”

Wilson, seated behind the desk in his 
office that overlooks the Southwest 
Miramichi River tells the story of his first 
marketing campaign.

“I asked snowmobile dealers if I could 
put a ballot box in their dealership 
to give away a free weekend to go 
snowmobiling at the camp. So it was, 
who is Wilson, where is that?”

From that contest, Facebook, trade 
shows and most important, an 
endorsement from satisfied customers, 
Wilson’s has grown to be one of the 
most popular winter snowmobile 
destinations in the province with 
customers returning with each change 
of the season. Whether it is fly fishing 
, snowmobiling , ATVing or one of the 
many other great outdoor activities or a 
serious business meeting , Wilson’s offers 
nothing but the best.

Wilson said he plans to keep the long-
standing family tradition of offering top 
notch service to outdoor enthusiasts 
going for as long as possible.
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As a member of a snowmobile club, you are also a member of the Snowmobile Association of Nova Scotia (SANS). In 
addition, you are also a member of the Canadian Council of Snowmobile Organizations (CCSO). Did you know that you 
are also a member of the Northeast Chapter of ISC? 

The Northeast Chapter is an International organization representing Eastern Canada, The Northeastern United States, along with 
Sweden and Russia and other European countries 
that are active on the international level. In 
particular, our Canadian members include Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island and 
Quebec. Ontario and Newfoundland/Labrador 
have been absent for a few years, but we are 
hopeful they will re-join. U.S. members include 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts 
and New York. Each province/state provides 
someone to represent their interests, though we 
generally have more than one person per attend our 
meetings.

We meet a few times a year, twice via teleconference 
or Webinar and twice in person. We meet for the 
annual Northeast Chapter Spring Meeting and Ride 
(this coming season will be in Vermont in March), 
last year we were in New Brunswick (which was 
hosted by SANS). We also meet at the International 
Snowmobile Congress in June of each year.

So, what do we do? I believe the most important 
thing we do is share information and ideas. We 
discuss issues that are important to each of our 
provinces/states. We strive to help our members not 
have to ‘reinvent the wheel’. The Northeast region of 
the continent has more snowmobile club members 
than the rest of the continent put together-based 
on 2018-19 figures, we represent almost 350,000 
snowmobilers with over 590,000 registered sleds. 

Because of our numbers we have a unique set of 
issues we all deal with to one degree or another: 
Trails. Public lands, private lands, former railroad 
beds, liability issues, Laws and Regulations, First 
Nations Lands and issues, and off trail riding, just 
to name a few. We have the opportunity not just in 
Canada, but across the continent to gather ideas-
and how does it go? Plagiarism is the sincerest form 
of flattery!

You, as a member are welcome to join us at any 
of our meetings- get in touch with the SANS Office 
Staff for more info – we do have fun – and we are 
all snowmobilers. You are that friend we just haven’t 
met yet!

The Northeast Chapter of the 
International Snowmobile Council (ISC)
Gary Broderick, Chairman
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Good day everyone, Kyle Stevens 
here from the NSYS group, SANS 
winner Youth of the Year 2018.

I just wanted to take some time to 
update you on what progress and 
activities our group has done in the past 
year.

Starting at the banquet, in Truro Nov 
2018 at the Glengarry Best Western, we 
fundraised money to support our group 
program, training & activities and by 
selling 50/50 tickets and “squares”.

A big Thank you to Full Throttle who 
supported us in 2018 and again 2019.

Later in the season, right around 
Christmas time, we all decided that we 
were going to sponsor another family in 
need to help make their Christmas great.

Then skip ahead a couple months, at 
the beginning of February, we took the 
whole group on a trip to Cape Breton 
highlands for a weekend of sledding and 
hanging out with each other. While the 
snow conditions weren’t ideal we still 
made do and had an awesome trip that 
I am sure nobody will forget anytime 
soon. We all learnt how to deal with 
overheating sleds.

After enjoying sometime warming up, 
having BBQ hot dogs & drinks NSYS 
decided to donate $200 to the Cabot 
Trail Snowmobile Club pig and whistle to 
go towards fire wood for the upcoming 
year.

As the season came to an end for us on 
the mainland we tried to organize a ski 
day for NSYS but got rained out a few 
times. We then arranged a day in June 
to go to “Get Air”, we had a great day 
together and end it with a visit to Dairy 
Queen.

NSYS Sno Trails 2019
Kyle Stevens

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS



16 Volume 25, Issue 1

We then started planning for a summer 
event for the group to keep everyone 
in touch and to get everyone together 
again before the next sledding season.

 For this, the Crawfords, Kevin and Tina, 
from Adventure Motors let the group ride 
5 brand new seadoos by their house in 
Pictou County! Everyone who attended 
had a blast and hopefully we can do it 
again next summer.

Now fast forward a few months to the 
first weekend in November 2019, at 
the annual fall NSYS meeting/training, 
we had an awesome presentation by 
member Isaac Brushett about photo 
taking and editing,

after that we had 2 people from DNR 
come in and talk to us about what they 
do, the education requirements and 
what all is involved in different aspects of 
the various jobs being part of DNR.

 After our day was coming to an end, we 

attended the SANS excellence annual 
banquet and dinner, where various 
people were given awards for being 
influential or doing a good job in the 
snowmobile association.

One of which was our own youth Mady 
Pugsley winning the youth of the year 
award 2019!

Also, at the SANS symposium/banquet 
we collected donations of gently used or 
new socks hats and mittens, in addition 
to $1400 cash that NSYS received from 
the different snowmobile clubs across 
the province, Riverside Raceway and our 
fundraiser winners to donate to a charity 
to help out families in need.

We plan on doing our shopping for a 
family for Christmas again this year as 
well as our yearly ride!

Hopefully we see lots of snow and lots of 
riders out enjoying the sport to its fullest 
this year!

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS
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President Jeremy Landry is pleased 
to announce that the Antigonish 
Sno-Dogs groomer building has 

been relocated to 589 John Munroe 
Road which is easily accessed off the 
Trans-Canada Highway 104 through 

Marshy Hope. The building was formerly 
located at 392 Mill Road, Beaver 
Meadow, Antigonish County and was 
built in 2012 on leased land provided 
by a generous Sno-Dogs member. 
The facility was originally built with 
hundreds of hours of volunteer labour 
and generous donations from the 
local business community. Due to the 
upcoming twinning of Highway 104, the 
Club was notified that the lease would 
be terminated and the groomer building 
must be moved.

Since receiving notice, the Club was 
able to purchase land to allow us to 
reuse the existing structure by moving the 
building to its new location at 589 John 
Munroe Road, Marshy Hope. Thanks to 
financial support from many sectors and 
from the local business community, the 
Club was able to successfully accomplish 
relocating the building on October 20th.

Sheldon’s company and all others 
involved along with the Club’s Executive 
and volunteers have been tremendous in 
their support and we thank them for their 
hard work that helped accomplish this 
challenging task!

The John Munroe Road location is at 
a much higher elevation and will allow 
earlier grooming opportunities as well as 
closer access to trails for brush-cutting 
and maintenance during the off season. 

There is also a large parking area 
available now for offloading trailers.

The Sno-Dogs maintain 150+ 
kilometers of trails in Antigonish and 
Pictou Counties that offer the opportunity 
to explore scenic regions through all 
seasons, including Weavers, Keppoch 
and Eigg Mountains. The trail system 
is used year-round by the community 
including ATV clubs, cross country skiers, 
hikers, mountain bikers, and other 
recreational users.

Groomer Building 
Relocation

ANTIGONISH

CLUB REPORT
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CLUB REPORT

Well once again the season of 
fix it, trade it, sell it or buy 
it is upon us after a long 

hot summer. All over the Province, 
Winter enthusiasts are digging out their 
snowmobiles, snowshoes and skis, 
blowing the dust off and getting them 
ready for what we all hope is a long, 
white winter.

Members of the Annapolis Valley Ridge 
Runners are no exception. The group of 
dedicated volunteers have been working 
towards trail and infrastructure upgrades 
all summer long after it seemed that the 
fall brought us our fair share of rain. 
After the past few years of low snow , 
the excitement required to maintain an 
active group of volunteers has been 
challenging across the Province, but year 
after year it seems that these men and 
women maintain a t’ step up , heads 
down” philosophy and get the work done 
that’s required for our next great winter 
adventure.

Being relatively new to the Annapolis 
Valley Ridge Runners Organization and 
being admittedly one of those persons 
who used to complain about the odd 
bumpy trail, it was an eye-opening 

experience to see what exactly goes 
into the creation and upkeep of the trail 
systems that we all share.

These dedicated groups of Volunteers 
along with committed Community and 
Government Partners plan, finance and 
carry out what some would see as almost 
herculean tasks considering the scope 
of the projects and the isolation of these 
work sites.

Most recently the # 9 Trail Re-route 
in the Aylesford Lake, Kings Co. area 
is but one of these projects. Members 
of the AVRR were able to put forth a 
successful grant application for funding 
and then coordinate with the assistance 
of the Annapolis 
Valley Trail 
Coalition to map 
a new route when 
safety concerns 
were raised by a 
landowner. The 
landowner was able 
to assist with trail 
projections and 
parking to facilitate 
the new route and 
members went to 

work planning and eventually carrying 
out the tasks set forward in what would 
be classified as a remote area. The result 
is a trail that anyone who enjoys any 
outdoor activity, Spring, Summer Fall or 
Winter will truly enjoy.

Members of the AVRR have also been 
busy planning the 2nd Annual Snow 
Dance in Berwick, Kings Co. Last year’s 
success with the Trade Show featuring 
displays from local businesses and 
following festivities culminated in a great 
night for all involved. The date for this 
year’s event is November 16th, be sure 
to grab your tickets early!

In closing, I would like to say Thank You, 
to everyone from every club that make 
Nova Scotia’s Multiuse Trails a true 
“Diamond in the Rough”. Without the 
help from each one of you, we would 
not have what we have. As time goes 
forward so will our trail systems and 
grant everyone the ability to enjoy the 
Natural Beauty of the Outdoors.

Annapolis Valley Ridge Runners
Jason Sehl, President
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After an awesome winter of 
2018/2019 with some of 
the most extensive drifting in 

years, the Cabot Club are gearing up 
for another great season. Members 

are preparing our John Deere/
Gilbert groomer for its tasks ahead, 
maintenance work is being carried out 

on the Marianna (Trail #814), a new 
stove is being built for the infamous Pig 
& Whistle snowmobile shelter and 13 
volunteers have stocked the wood shed. 
None too soon … in the early morning 
hours of October 27, 2019 the ground 
was white at the Pig &Whistle. The 
sleddin season isn’t far away in the Cape 
Breton Highlands … last year some 

members started on November 16/19 
and others went till the end of April … 
snow (FROSTY) was still lingering on 
July7/19.

Significant Club accomplishments this 
past year were the improvements to Trail 
#755 and the forming of a Groomer 
Fund Raising Committee.

Tree cutting in the fall of 2018 and 
spring of 2019 cleared the 2km 
rerouting of Trail #755 enabling 2 
twelve-ton excavators to accomplish 
their work. Their work consisted of 
realignment, extensive regrading, 
french drains, and installation of several 
culverts. The groomer will now be able 
to get to the new #755 trail head. 
The new trail head features the Wreck 
Cove General Store, the Raven’s Rock 
Cottages, Wreck Cove Wilderness 
Cabins and the nearby Dancing Moose 
Café. The trail head now also features a 
100sq. ft. advertising sign. It is available 
to the general public for a nominal 
annual fee.

Financing for the work was by way of 
Club volunteerism, the Off-highway 
Vehicle (OHV) Infrastructure Fund and a 
Victoria County grant. Trail development 
was also made possible with the 
cooperative efforts of NSPI, all of whom 
we thank very much.

The Groomer Fund Raising Committee 
was formed in the late spring with the 
mandate of developing and organizing 
fund raising activities to enable the 
purchase of a new groomer. The official 
fund-raising effort was launched with a 
near full page acknowledgement in the 
Cape Breton Post on June 26/19.

Support for this worthy cause is very 
welcome from personal, business and 
corporate sources through our Donor/
Pledge program by calling Clifford at 
902-563-6749, Gord at 902-577-
8339, and Tom at 902-565-8589. Also 
watch for our 50/50 draws and hot dog 
sales at the Pig & Whistle.

The Club has also adopted an official 
logo. It acknowledges the Club’s 
namesake being inspired by the world-
famous Cabot Trail, the elevated snow-
covered Cape Breton Highlands and the 
enthusiasm of snowmobiling.

Correspondence is on-going between 
the Cabot Club and folks in Ingonish 
with respect to the upgrading of Trail 
#758 from the Gisborne Dam to the 
Cape Smokey Ski Resort.

We have updated our Face Book Page 
where you may follow us at https://www.
facebook.com/CabotSnowmobileClub/

Cabot Snowmobile Club

CABOT SNOWMOBILE CLUB
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Janet and I were out on the bikes 
quite a bit this summer and fall 
and were pleased to watch the 

progress of maintenance of the trails 
and the Rough Brook Bridge on the 
MacIntyre Mountain extension which is 
now complete! This was big news for all 
members on the Route 19 side.

Our Club started our monthly meetings 
so we can discuss the work needed to be 
done on the trails.

We attended the SANS Excellence 
Awards Banquet a couple of weeks ago 
in Truro. Congratulations to everyone 
who received an award!

We’re also excited to announce that 
Janet is chairing a new ride in place 

of the “Ride for Dad” in March 2020. 
Please see write up in this issue for 
details.

We have also started our annual 
fundraiser and will be selling 
tickets once again on a SRX 120 
Yamaha snowmobile/$3,000 travel 
voucher/$2,500 in cash. The winner 
gets to pick their choice. This fundraiser 
is crucial to our yearly expenses as 
a club. We will be set up in the Port 
Hawkesbury Shopping Centre for 2 
weeks before Christmas and will draw 

on December 24, 2019. We will do 
e-transfers online as this seems to 
be a more convenient way to shop 
these days. The tickets are $5/each 
or 3 for $10.00. You can email me at 
richardajamieson@hotmail.com.

Once again I would like to thank 
Babins Service Centre, United Rentals 
and MacAulay Service Centre for their 
continuous support selling trail passes 
and club memberships.

See you on the trails soon!

CLUB REPORT
The Club is very proud to acknowledge 
past volunteerism and continued 
enthusiasm toward the sport of 
snowmobiling by our oldest active 
member and one of the original (1969) 
founding members, Mr. Donnie Tuttle. 
At age 87, Donnie continues to make 

an appearance at the Pig & Whistle and 
throughout the Highlands on his “Good 
Ole Polaris”. WAY-TO-GO Donnie. 
Thanks for your efforts and see you on 
the trails.

The Cabot Snowmobile Club extends a 
sincere thank you to all its members and 
other volunteers, sponsors and donors 
who support us in our efforts to provide 
a pleasurable and safe experience on 
our 200km + portion of the Cape 
Breton Highlands trails system.

We invite all off-island snowmobilers 
to come and experience the 
“AWESOMENESS” of the Cape Breton 
Highlands trails system.

We also remind snowmobilers of the 
significance of purchasing trail passes 

and club memberships. These purchases 
strongly relate to trail grooming

New members are always welcome 
and are invited to attend our monthly 
meetings at Sydney River Fire Hall, 36 
Lewis Drive at 7:00PM on the third 
Thursday of each month.

Cape Clear Snowmobile Club
Richard Jamieson, President
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I am very excited to announce that we 
will be holding a new ride in place 
of the annual Ride For Dad held in 

March. The 2020 ride will be called The 
Cape Breton Highlander Ride. We are in 
the initial stages, but everything seems to 
be falling into place.

The Ride will be held on the March 
6th weekend in 2020. We will use the 
Inverary Inn in Baddeck as the host site 
for the ride.

This ride will be a fundraiser for two 
main groups - Ceilidh Trails Groomers 

Association (Cape Clear, Alpine 
and Inverness Capers) and Crowdis 
Mountain Club (Baddeck). Both groups 
have purchased “new to us” groomers 
and drags.

Our charity of choice is “L’Arche”. 
L’Arche creates communities of friendship 
and belonging. In L’Arche, people with 
and without intellectual disabilities live, 
work, learn, and grow together. L’Arche 
demonstrates that when persons with 
intellectual disabilities take their place at 
the table, they contribute to a more just, 
compassionate, and vibrant world for all.

This ride is supported by SANS and 
details will be on the website, https://
www.snowmobilersns.com/ as they 
become available. If anyone has any 
questions, please contact me directly at 
judique.jan@ns.sympatico.ca. For 
registration, please contact Reg Crewe, 
info@snowmobilersns.com.

The plans are in the initial stages and we 
will have all details secured shortly.

If anyone wants to sponsor the ride, we 
would be more than honoured; like any 
group - donations are always welcome!! 

We would like to report that all 2 
groomers are ready to go, thanks 
to John Austin for doing all

the maintenance work. We are also very 
pleased to report that we are getting a 
“new to us” groomer - 2007 BR180 soon. 
This machine has low hours and our 
committee is excited to replace our very 
tired 160.

We are excited to announce that we are 
getting together with the Baddeck club 
(Crowdis Mountain) to take over our very 

popular Ride for Dad - March 7, 2020. 
This ride will be called The Cape Breton 
Highlanders’ Ride. We are going to do 
a Friday ride and Saturday with lunch 
in Margaree on Saturday and banquet 
Saturday night at the Inverary Inn. The 
2020 ride is going to support L’Arche 
Cape Breton, and both organizations 
- Ceilidh Trails Groomers Association 
and Crowdis Mountain to help with new 
groomers. We want to thank SANS for their 
support. Reg Crew from SANS is going to 

help with registration. We are in the initial 
planning stages but you can get more 
information on the SANS website when 
plans are finalized. We hope to have this 
up and running in about a week.

We would like to thank all of our sponsors 
once again. There are a couple of new 
sponsors we would like to mention - Kent 
Building Supplies, CSN Collision Centres 
(Hughie Sampson) and Tim Hortons 
(Whycocomagh). Please support our 
sponsors!!!

CLUB REPORT

The Cape Breton Highlander Ride
Janet Jamieson, Chair

Ceilidh Trails Groomers Association
Richard Jamieson
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From Snowmobiles to Boats; the 
Chignecto Glooscap Snowmobile 
Association is Thriving. 

2019 has been an incredible year for the 
Chignecto Central Glooscap Snowmobile 
Club, we were able to purchase a second 
groomer, a 2004 Tucker, allowing us 
to give our old groomer a mechanical 
break when needed. The club directors 
and members send thanks to our faithful 
groomer drivers, who were able to 
groom from River Herbert to Parrsboro 
throughout last season. Although snowfall 
accumulation was not great, the snow we 
did get plus some freezing rain, allowed 
us to develop and maintain a good 

base for our club members and visiting 
snowmobilers. Our special thanks go out 
to landowners, and to our club members 
and volunteers who help to maintain the 
quality of our trails. The club’s ability to 
purchase a second groomer is due to our 
volunteers dedicating their time organizing 
and executing several fundraisers during 
the snowmobiling season. Volunteers make 
our world go’ round. 

Our stand out fundraiser is the Sea Cruise. 
For the past two years, the Chignecto 
Central Glooscap Association has sold 
raffle tickets for a boat cruise of the Bay 
of Fundy. One of the club’s members, 
Mike Fraser, has offered a voyage of a 

lifetime departing from Advocate 
Harbour, NS. The cruise visits several 
spectacular points; Cape D’Or, the 
Three Sisters, and Isle Haute. Our 
volunteer chef, Rick Harvey, and sous 
chef, John Collins, consult with the 
winner and then prepare a stellar 
menu for them to enjoy throughout 
the day. Past winners of the contest 
have not been disappointed and 
future winners will have a once 

in a lifetime 
experience on 
the bay. Don’t 
forget to bring 
your sea legs! 

Looking towards 
the future, our 
club members 
and volunteers 
are working 
incredibly hard 
to raise money 
for a new clubhouse. A new clubhouse will 
become a home base for the Chignecto 
Glooscap Snowmobile Association to plan 
events, host meetings, and house our new 
Tucker groomer. Without the support of our 
many sponsors, members, and volunteers 
we would not be able to share our 

success story and we look forward to 
working with you in the coming year. 
Happy trails to all and many wishes for 
snow this coming season! 

We are now approaching our 
2019-20 season and are 
very excited. Mother nature 

was quite stingy with our snow last year, 
here’s hoping she’ll be in a better mood 
and treat us well this season.

A lot of volunteering and dedication has 
gone into making our trails look good. 
Three bridges have been resurfaced also 
bushes, limbs and monster trees have 
been removed from Hurricane Dorian. 
Our warming shelter has been moved 
back to its home for the winter on Trail 

90. Volunteers are not paid. It’s not 
because they have no value, it’s because 
they are priceless.

Chignecto Glooscap  
Snowmobile Association 
Paulette Josey

Crossburn Snowmobile Club
Barry Reid and Wanda Jamieson
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The Crossburn Snowmobile Club would 
like to take this opportunity to thank 
all our Club Members and volunteers 
who contribute countless hours of their 
own time to keep our trails safe and 
enjoyable. Also, to the landowners who 
generously give us permission for land 
usage and trail development to keep our 
trails opened. It’s these partnerships that 
allows us to enjoy the trails and share 
our winter beauty.

We held our annual “Chase the Ace” 
fundraiser this summer which was 
another success. Our weekly Toonie 
Drop Lotto continues to be a successful 
fundraiser with great winnings. Our 
annual Dinner and auction were held on 
November 16 and was a huge success. 
We are looking forward to having our 
annual Poker Run in February. It has 
been a very busy fall between trail 
maintenance, groomer maintenance and 
fundraising, however we are pleased to 
say our trails will all be open and ready 
for the snow to fall.

We would like to congratulate our very 
own president, Lisa on her appointment 
as secretary to the SANS Executive. We 
really appreciate the countless volunteer 
hours that Lisa gives to our club.

Our groomers are ready for the white 
gold, so everyone start the Snow Dance. 
We wish everyone a safe and fun 
season. Check us out on our Facebook 
page or at crossburn.ca.
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While driving home from Halifax 
Friday we experienced our first 
taste of Old Man Winter. It’s 

hard to believe another summer has gone 
by. The snow is just a reminder of all the 
work that needs to be completed before 
winter hits.

Last season was a very odd winter to say 
the least. The Cape Breton Highlands 
received tremendous amounts of snow 
and early. The low land trails stayed 
scratchy but we had some great riding 
in March. Winter held on for another 
successful Ride For Dad. The SANS Youth 
Riders also came for a weekend to check 
out the local clubs trails and amenities.

The big news this riding season is the 
Multi Use Overpass that was installed 
last spring. This overpass opens up great 
opportunities for the Village of Baddeck 

as it connects the downtown with the 
Sans Trail System. Waking up at one of 
the local Motels and jumping on the 
sleds right from the parking lot is the 
vision when the Bridge officially opens. 
There was many years of planning and 
lobbying to get where we are today. As 
this is meant to be a multi use bridge, a 
number of the user groups formed the 
Victoria County Trail Federation. These 
volunteers have countless hours working 
on this project and there is still so much 
to do. Local businesses and with the help 
of Destination Cape Breton are really 
promoting winter tourism here in Cape 
Breton.

For club news, we held our first meeting 
of the season on November 3rd. Last 
spring we purchased a new to us Piston 
Bully groomer and also a drag from a 
neighboring club . Work has been started 

servicing our groomers to have them 
ready when the snow flies. The club has 
been focusing on the family aspect of 
snowmobiling the past few years. The 
number of family getting back into the 
sport is incredible. Family Fun Runs have 
been hosted by the club with a barbecue 
afterwards. There has been between 50 
and 80 sleds at these events. Steak dinner 
and dances are also held as fundraisers 
with upwards of 100 people attending. 
These have turned into great social events 
not only for the club but for the community 
as well.

I want to thank our volunteers for the 
hours they spend repairing, grooming and 
doing whatever needs to be done. Without 
these dedicated individuals we would not 
have the trail infrastructure we all enjoy 
today. Hope to see everyone on the snow.

Crowdis Mountain  
Snowmobile Club
Sheldon Garland, President




