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Springside Snowmobile Club
Linda Constable, Co-President

Where to begin....well, this time 
last year we had 18.5 feet of 
snow. This year we have what 

you would call a light dusting, right now. 
Our season was extremely short, we 
headed out with the groomer for the first 

time on January 6th, picked 
our way around for a few 
days and then had to call it 
quits until the end of January 
when there was actually 
enough snow to groom. Our 
grooming only lasted until 
February 15th when our winter 
ended as far as snowmobiling 
was concerned that is. We 
tried to make the best of what 
Mother Nature sent our way.

Our new cabin was a big 
hit with snowmobilers from 
all over. Our cabin hostess 
and decorator was happy 
to organize many feasts at 
the cabin that included: 
homemade chilli, PEI baked 
potatoes with every topping 
you could imagine and 
deep fried turkey with hash 
browns casserole, can you say 
yummy!!

Let’s hope that next year will be a year 
with lots of snow so that we can all 

get out and get as many miles on as 
possible, until next year…

Photography by Lisa Anderson Pyke
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Driftclimber’s Snowmobile Club 
Katelyn White

The Driftclimber’s Club had as 
usual, a busy winter with impressive 
permit sales. The Permit Sales 

have increased this year compared to 
previous years which is good news for 
all the club members as well as our trail 
users. We are excited to announce the 
grand opening of our new trail in the 
Chesapeake area of Beaver Bank which 
was funded by National Trails Coalition 
(NTC) and Off Highway Vehicles 
(OHVIF.) We are now announcing the 
dates of our important events that we 
all look forward to. The Driftclimber’s 
Club will be hosting the annual auction 
on October 15, 2016. We took the 
opportunity to move it from Spring to 
Autumn to be used as an exciting kick 
off for the Winter seasons to come. 

The show and shine will be held on 
December 3rd. The time and location 
for these events will be released in the 
near future. The annual Driftclimber’s 
Snowmobile supper will be held on 
December 11, 2016 at the White Hall 
on Noel Road in Hants County.

The Driftclimber’s would like to take time 
to now extend a thank you to all of the 
supporters as well as members who help 
make our club the huge success it is.

We send out a special thanks to:

Blue Line

Rick’s Welding

Meehan’s Garage and Trucking

Purcell’s Mechanical

Green Diamond

Barrett Lumber

and Our wonderful Land Owners.

A big thanks is also extended to Anthony 
Miller and his mother Angie White for 
the generous donation left by Anthony. 
Anthony was a great young man who 
recently lost his ongoing battle with 
cancer. He loved using our trails and we 
appreciate the donation so much. His 
smile will be remembered by us all. 

Morrison Fuels
Valero Branded Distributor

PO Box 31
Whycocomagh, NS
902-756-2336

CLUB REPORT
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Fundy Trail  
Snowmobile Club

It’s hard to believe our 2015-16 snowmobile season is over already. Mother Nature was definitely stingy with her snow this year.

Thank you to all our volunteers, members, dealers and landowners for supporting Fundy Trail Snowmobile Club. It is appreciated. 
Without your dedication and support we would not be able to maintain our club.

Craig Cameron, President

Winter is the perfect season to enjoy recreational 
adventures. Why not make your destination Smith 
Rock Chalets and Lodge. Just two minutes from 
the #551 trail in Scotsburn this connects to over 
285 plus kilometers of groomed trails from Pictou to 
New Brunswick. Our location is snowmobiler friendly 
and boasts natural beauty and rustic charm. We 
offer one, two and three bedroom chalets where 
you can sit by a warm fire or stay in one of our 
deluxe retreat rooms.  After a day out on the trails 
relax in our hot tub under the night sky and join us 
in the newly renovated main lodge for a fireside 
beverage from our finely crafted bar. Our brand 
new three-piece fitness room is complete with a 
sauna, free Wi-Fi and satellite. Rejuvenate your 
senses at Smith Rock Chalets and Lodge where 
tranquility meets simplicity.

www.smithrockchalets.com
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Our focus for 2015 -2016 season is fundraising. We have 
approved funding from ACOA to expand the clubhouse to 
make it more usable by other community groups and it provides 
a heated place for groomer maintenance and storage.

Thank you to everyone who bought trail permits from us 
increasing our sales and helping us with our fundraising effort.

Events 2015-2016

• It was a busy but fun season beginning with our 3rd annual 
(once again very successful) auction in November.

• We held our 1st Swap Meet at SANS Symposium November.

• We offered 1st time elite sponsorships - November

• Improved signage - In early December we had five teams of 
volunteers hit our trails several times putting up over 75 new 
signs.
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December - Our annual Christmas Dinner was enjoyed by our 
members with Santa making an appearance.

Lack of snow in January, our amazing volunteers continued to 
work on brush cutting and bridge.

• January - We arranged and hosted our second OHV 
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snowmobile safety course attended by fourteen youth and 
twelve adults.

Our canteen was under new management this year!!!!!

When the snow finally arrived we were ready......

Oops!!! Looks like Carole found some deep now!!!

•  February - We organized and sold tickets on a weekly 
50/50 fundraiser.

• Members of our club attended SANS snowmobile Ride for 
Dad in Baddeck – March

• Like most clubs this season our planned joint rally and radar 
races planned for mid March were canceled due to lack of 
snow and unsafe ice conditions.

• We are planning to host an ATV rally in early spring to help 
with our fundraising.

• In May our clubhouse and trails will be used by the off-road 
running group for a provincial competition.

• End of May – expansion of our clubhouse is scheduled to 
begin.

Till next Season.......

Have a Happy and Safe Summer!!!

Craig Cameron, President

CLUB REPORT
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Margaree Highlanders Snowmobile Club
Aubrey Cranton, President 

The Margaree Highlanders 
Snowmobile Club held their 
27th annual snowmobile rally on 

Saturday, February 13, 2016 and it 
was one of the largest turnouts in years! 
With 217 registrations in by 12:30, 
organizers were a little nervous that food 
may be an issue. However, there is never 
any shortage of food or helping hands 
when in Margaree. Volunteers busily set 
up more tables and chairs, prepared 
more place settings and swiftly worked 
to ensure all participants enjoyed a 
hot turkey meal and dessert when they 
returned and none were disappointed. 
Even the volunteers were able to eat  
much to their delight. The weather was 
cold and snow conditions were excellent. 
We faired off rather well as not long 
after the rally weekend, temperatures 
increased and snow began to disappear. 

We would like to thank all who 
participate in our rally and make it such 
a success.

We especially would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the many businesses 
near and far who donate prizes every 
year and to Maesey Phillips for doing 
an excellent job in collecting the prizes. 
We heard many comments that our 
rally is one of the best around because 
of the many great prizes we have, how 
well organized it is, the wonderful hot 
meal and of course the great desserts! 
We have many volunteers who come 
together each year and make the rally 
happen. 

The Margaree Highlanders Snowmobile 
Club presented their annual Volunteer 
Award in memory of one of their 
founding members, Ian Russel Timmons. 

The award is in recognition of a club 
member whose outstanding efforts 
benefits snowmobiling in the Margarees. 
This year the award was presented to 
William Phillips. William is normally 
found working hard in the kitchen 
(usually mashing potatoes). William and 
his wife Alexina are regular volunteers 
when it comes rally time and we thank 
them for their continued support. 

To everyone who works so hard, whether 
it is in the kitchen, on the trails, on the 
groomers or on registration please 
know that everyone appreciates what 
you do. It is because of our great group 
of volunteers that we have been going 
strong for 27 years and continue to 
enjoy a successful event. We hope to 
see you all next year! Happy and Safe 
sledding from all of us in Margaree. 

CLUB REPORT
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North Shore Snowmobile Club

Pictou Snowmobile Club 

Dianne MacPhee, Secretary

John Quincy Adams, President

Hello fellow sledders. The club 
members from the NSSC have 
been very busy. When there was 

no snow they were cleaning up trails 
and putting up signs. In the Fall of 2015 
trail 104 was widened 1.7 kilometers; 
also past the Warming Hut on Nuttby 
Mountain numerous large rocks were 
removed.

The widening of the roads and the 
removal of the rocks were made possible 
by Sans Small Grant Program; thank you 
to SANS for their continued support of 
NSSC. Many thanks to the landowners 
too who have given their permission for 
the use of their land for snowmobiling.

We also updated the Warming Hut with 
donated materials from Steven McRae, 
Chases Color Center, John Ross & Sons, 

Higgins Lumber and Harry MacGillivary.

A special thanks to all volunteers who 
helped make the job a success and the 
Advertisers who have supported NSSC.

 To date we have had very little snow but 
thanks to the groomer operators who 
have kept our trails in good condition 
with this limited amount of snow.

Our rally was literally a wash-out. We 
did however sell tickets on four separate 
items which were donated.

Mark Loughead won a Modular Helmet 
donated by Cobequid Mountain 
Holdings and Doug Grant won a half 
cord of hardwood donated by Steve 
McRae.

$100 worth of Lobster, donated by Steve 
Garrison was won by Gertrude McRae 
and Clinton Russell won the 50/50 draw.

As an additional fund raiser, we are 
selling red and black ball caps as well as 
red and black toques for $20each.

For the 2015/2016 season our club, with the support of 
our community, has an incredible story to be told. In the 
summer of 2012 we lost our 400 square foot, off grid, 

largest warming shack and clubhouse to a fire. A decision was 
made at that time and with a very small insurance settlement 
to focus on acquiring additional land adjacent to our property; 
allowing us to re-build along-side the fully serviced Brookville 
Road, Pictou County. Early in 2015 we managed to close the 
deal. We added a seven-acre parcel to our existing property 
placing us roadside for security purposes and a pristine location 
for our future clubhouse. We quickly formed a Clubhouse 
committee as well as a Fundraising committee and asked the 
blessing of our membership to let us run with it. Needless to 
say, in a very short time we sketched up a design, applied for 
a building permit, rallied our group of skilled members and 
knocked on the doors of a community full of businesses that 
were all eager to help out a snowmobile club in need of a 
clubhouse. 

The facility features a large garage for groomer repairs and 
maintenance and a membership facility suitable for meetings, 

rallies and outdoor functions. It includes a washroom, kitchen 
facility, Ductless split heat pumps, as well as in floor heat 
and an energy efficient wood stove. Our plans are to be fully 
operational for the 2016/2017 season and offer food, fuel and 
a friendly place to warm up and rest a while. 

In addition to the efforts above, our membership also decided 
that this might be the right time to acquire a second groomer 
to assist with the 350 kilometers of trails in our system that we 
maintain. Once again, the team quickly appointed a Groomer 
Fundraising committee and a few months later we were proud 
owners of the 2003 John Deere pictured below. Hats off to the 
team for all the hard work and Thank You Pictou County for all 
the continued support shown to our Club. 

We have also completed trail repairs on a very long section 
of the 104 near Eden Lake; made possible after receiving a 
grant to fund this project. Since completion, it is truly one of 
the nicest sections of our trail to cruise and prior to this was not 
considered a destination...so thanks to everyone involved in 
getting this complete as well.

Marvin, Steven and Mike McRae;  
just finished putting the electrical  

in the worming hut.
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Last but not least, we held a rally on February 13, leaving 
from our new clubhouse. We had approximately one hundred 
sleds register. It was a huge success and we received so many 
great compliments on the new facility. We really look forward 
to hosting many more events throughout the year and look 
forward to seeing you and your members come visit us here at 

the Pictou County SnowRiders Clubhouse. 

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do 
more and become more, you are a leader.” 

– President John Quincy Adams 

CLUB REPORT
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Rout 6 Snowmobile Club
Darlene Ellis

River Philip Bridge in Oxford Represents Major TCT 
Milestone in Nova Scotia

The Route Six Snowmobile Club is very happy to 
see the installation of a new 180 foot bridge crossing 
the River Philip in Oxford. Greg Moore president of 
the club says “The bridge has been over a year in the 
making but it has been on the discussion table for 
several years”. The snowmobile club has been working 
diligently with the Oxford & Area Trail Association and 
support their efforts. The club received funds from the 
OHIVF and assisted in many of the efforts by building/
funding the trail from the end of the “rail bed” coming 
in from Pictou/Wallace area to the river approaches. 
Many volunteers have worked on this project, clearing 
land and sharing ideas and their knowledge of trail 
building. 

The bridge over the River Philip 
cost over a half million dollars. The 
Trans Canada Trail contributed over 
$200,000.00 with the remaining 
funding coming from the Town of 
Oxford, the Municipality of the 
County of Cumberland, the OHV 
Infrastructure Fund, the Province of 
Nova Scotia. SANS has been a vital 
correspondent and supporter in this 
project as well.

This is a beautiful part of Nova Scotia 
and an important project for the Trans 
Canada Trail in Nova Scotia as well 
as for the Town of Oxford. There is 
still work to be completed such as 
planking the bridge and moving brush 
and the topping of the trail, but we 
hope that many snowmobilers will 
come try out the bridge in the next 
snow season. This is a much safer 
route to fuel and refresh in Oxford 
then what many users of the trail 
system have been using. 

Next step is to build a tunnel under 
the upper main street of Oxford, to 
the rest of the trail that will take you to 
the Sunrise Trail/Amherst and the NB 
border. 
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Sutherland Snowmobile Club 
Craig Slaunwhite, President

Hello Everyone, 
My name 
is Craig 

Slaunwhite and I 
am the president 
of the Sutherland’s 
Lake Trail Groomer 
Association. This 
winter has been my 
first term as president 
and I would like to 
say a special thank 
you to everyone who 
has helped make it 
an easy transition 
from friends, 
volunteer’s, sponsors 
and people who just 
love our winter sport. 
Sincerely Thank You 
to all!

To talk about our 
winter this column 
will be very short, as 
we all know we didn’t 
have much of one. What we did have 
was a great club opener in October, a 
successful ATV rally in December and 
then winter stopped before it started. 

We did change the location of our 
warming hut and received great 
feedback as to the new location. We 
have had talks about SLTGA having 
two warming huts so stay tuned to 

our website at www.sltga.ca and our 
Facebook page “Sutherland’s Lake Trail 
Groomer Association” in the coming 
months to see if we can make that 
happen. We will also be changing our 
process for online purchases for Trail 
Passes and Club Memberships to make it 
easier for everyone.

We will work diligently this summer 
to ensure our trails are ready for next 

season and let’s all hope Mother Nature 
comes back and co-operates with us 
next year as she did last year.

Mark your Calendars for Saturday 
February 11, 2017 for the Dan O’Neil 
rally. 

Thanks again to everyone involved, 
Volunteer’s, Sponsors, Friends of SLTGA 
and as well Land Owners for our great 
trails!

CLUB REPORT
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RIDE FOR DAD

Len and Sandy Tobey were among the 99  
attendees at the banquet.

Some of the door prizes donated by  
generous sponsors and clubs

Lloyd Gillard, Fred Lewis, Gord MacDonald (Gord’s Sports) and 
Mary Prince at the Ride for Dad banquet.

Pat Burke (President, SANS) speaks to the banquet attendees.
Roger Berry (who won the raffle draw) accepts the photo 

donated by Jack Rolands (from Janet Jamieson and Mike Eddy.)

Mike (GM, SANS) did a great job as the Emcee at the banquet
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RIDE FOR DAD

Mike Eddy, Cheryl Joseph and Janet Jamieson get ready to 
choose a winner from the raffle drum.

Linda Pearo won the quilt raffle. The ladies that donated the 
quilt were called Les Piqueuses du Moine. A french name 

meaning quilters from St. Joseph Du Moine. Shown here L-R 
Mary Prince, Frances AuCoin and Cheryl Joseph.

Earle Johnstone was the top fundraiser for the SRFD, $2,905 
raised! Earle accepts a thank you plaque from Mike Eddy. 

Congratulations Earle and thank you so much!Barry Hamilton was the second highest fundraiser for the SRFD, 
$2,730 raised! Barry accepts a thank you plaque from Mike 

Eddie. Congratulation Barry and thank you so much!

Kate Crawford and Cheri Cock sold raffle tickets on the 
clock pictured here to raise funds for the Nova Scotia Youth 

Snowmobilers. Mary Prince looks on. John and Judy also attended the banquet.
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RIDE FOR DAD

What a great turnout at the SRFD banquet. Pat Burke, Richard and Cheryl Joseph were among the quests who had a great time!

Dr. Mary Doyle gave a very informative presentation on Prostate Cancer during the banquet.
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A volunteer led, not-for-profit
national organization which, through
strong leadership, provides support
to our members and provides the

unified voice of organized snowmobiling
at the national and international levels.

Snowmobiling is great 
exercise that brings people 
outdoors to interact with 
nature and each other.

It is an invigorating sport 
that is great for stress 
release and good mental 
health.

Snowmobiling is a great 
family lifestyle. It is an 
activity that keeps parents 
and kids together.

Historically, individuals who 
snowmobile at a young age 
continue  to snowmobile 
with their parents 
throughout their lives, 
sharing great experiences 
as a family. In many winter 
regions, snowmobiling is 
simply the main form of 
winter outdoor recreation 
and in some cases the main 
method of transportation 
available.

112,320

250,000+

666,000+
1.5 Million

50,752

8+ Billion

54+ Million

40+

712

12

44

70%/30%

3+ Million

Total kilometers of organized snowmobile trails in 
Canada

Number of user-pay memberships/pass/trail permits 
sold annually in Canada

Registered snowmobiles in Canada 

Number of family members snowmobiling in Canada 

Total number of new snowmobiles sold in Canada
(a 4.1% increase year over year)

The Canadian economic engine of snowmobiling 
for the 2013/14 season that occurs mostly in rural 
Canada 

Individual user pay fees paid by snowmobilers for the 
rights to membership and organized trail access in 
Canada 

Years the CCSO has been providing leadership & 
support to organized snowmobiling in Canada

Snowmobile clubs in Canada managed by Volunteers 
providing Winter Tourism to rural Canada

Provincial or territorial snowmobile organizations in 
Canada

Average age of a snowmobiler

Percentage of men and women actively participating 
in the recreation of snowmobiling

Dollars raised annually and donated to charities by 
snowmobilers in Canada

As of October 2015.
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Wreck Cove 
General Store 

and Gas Bar

Ph: 902-929-2900
www.wreckcovegeneralstore.com

Email: tscl@ns.sympatico.ca

Mon. to Sat. 8am to 7pm
Sun. 10am to 6pmWinter Hours

Signature Nom / Name Date
Jecomprendqu'ensignant leprésent document, a) jeconfirmequelaprésenteépreuveest conformeàmesattenteset àcequej'ai commandé; b) j'attesteavoir prisconnaissancedesconditionsfigurant auversodelaprésenteépreuve, je lescomprendet je lesaccepte.
I acknowledgethat bysigningthepresent document, a) I confirmthat thepresent proof is inconformitywithmyexpectationsandtowhat I haveordered; b) I confirmhavingread, understoodandaccept theconditionsonthereverseof thepresent proof

P.O. Box 94
Pictou, NS
B0K 1H0

Cell: 902-396-6428
Email: dehaanprop@yahoo.ca

River & Lake Frontage Properties near S.M. trails

Ed. DeHaan, President

Agent for Commercial Residential
Recreational and Investment Properties

DEHAAN
P R O P E R T I E S  L I M I T E D
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TERRAIN
DOMINATION

SEE  BEYOND WHERE 
OTHERS TURN BACK  

Professional rider on a closed course. Polaris recommends that all snowmobile riders take a training 
course. Do not attempt maneuvers beyond your capability. Always wear a helmet and other safety 
apparel. Never drink and ride. ©2015 Polaris Industries Inc.

The most versatile Polaris® Switchback®. On the trail or off the map, 
take the bump out of rutted-out straightaways and leave your mark 
on untouched meadows and tree lines. 

TERRAINDOMINATION.COM

At the end of a great day’s ride, 
welcome home to our bayfront cottages.

Relax and re-live the day’s ride in the
luxury of our Canada Select 4-1/2 star

cottages.  Unwind in your ensuite
whirlpool tub, lounge in your 
living room overlooking the 

Bras D’Or lakes, and recharge 
with a good night’s rest atop

our superb mattresses.

www.kelticquay.com
1-877-350-1122 From $199./night 

Keltic Quay Ad 2013 Sno Trails.indd   1 13-10-03   3:50 PM

FEATURES & AMENITIES
Pool - Meeting Room - Restaurant Onsite 

Hot Tub - High Speed Internet - Eco-Friendly

The BEST WESTERN PLUS Glengarry Hotel provides 
each guest with the highest level of comfort.

BEST WESTERN PLUS 
GLENGARRY HOTEL
150 Willow Street
Truro, Nova Scotia, B2N 4Z6
Phone: 902/893-4311
Fax: 902/893-1759
Toll Free Reservations: 800-567-4276
Check In  3PM (15:00)
Check Out  11AM (11:00)
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OPINION PAGE

Opinion Page – Fall 2015
Grooming and Groomer Funding

The number one snowmobiling 
topic we receive questions on each 
season is “grooming.” Even though 

this past season was shorter in most 
areas the questions were still; where 
the groomers are, why have they not 
been out and what the clubs spend their 
money on if they are not out grooming. I 
hope to share some general information 
on these three matters.

The groomers operating from the 
twenty-one clubs that make up SANS are 
equipped with SPOT Tracking Units that 
are essentially satellite tracking devices. 
These units serve a number of uses such 
as making emergency calls to a list of 
people should the groomer operator 
need assistance as well as showing the 
area groomed (groomer tracks) by each 
particular groomer. These tracks can 
be seen in real time as the groomer is 
operating. The tracks are kept for five 
days so you can see where the groomers 
have been over the past five days. The 
tracks are normally provided through 
a link to the club website and can also 
be found on the SANS website by Zone. 
There are four Zones in N.S., Zone 1 
is Cape Breton, Zone 2 runs from the 
causeway to the North Shore Club area, 
Zone 3 is the area from HRM to the 
south shore up to the valley and Zone 4 
is from the North Shore Club line to the 
border of N.B. and over to Advocate.

 The answer to “why the groomer’s 
have not been out” is not a simple 
one but I will refer to the top two 

reasons we see parked groomers and 
rough trails. The majority of groomer 
operators are volunteers and as we see 
in many groups or clubs that depend 
on volunteers the numbers to count 
on are dwindling. There is too much 
expected from too few people in many 
instances so the grooming may be less 
than desired by some trail users because 
these few volunteers are wearing thin. 
The other big reason we see groomers 
parked is that we in N.S. have one of 
the oldest groomer fleets that you will 
find anywhere. Old equipment breaks 
more often than newer gear. We have 
had many breakdowns due to worn out 
equipment not to mention the toll it takes 
on volunteers to make the repairs in 
tough environments. 

 Of course we have heard from sledders 
who expect a groomer to be out in 
conditions that are impossible to deal 
with such as right after ice storms, in 
the midst of huge snow events or when 
the snow does not cover the rocks and 
stumps on the trails. Hopefully we can 
educate trail users to understand that 
weather conditions, early snow depths 
and overhanging trees need to be 
considered before equipment can be 
responsibly sent out on the trails.

 This past season is a good example 
of the third question we hear asked. 
The groomers are old and when the 
grooming funds are not used for putting 
fuel in the tank the clubs spend many 
volunteer hours making repairs on the 

groomers, maintaining trails, adding 
signage as well as making payments on 
the loans they have on equipment which 
is required with or without use. 

 Is there a way to improve the quality 
of groomed trails? I think there is and 
it is obvious to many! We need new 
grooming equipment and have to 
throw the junk away! The right tools are 
needed to do the job and simply buying 
a used unit that the club can afford is 
not good enough! New equipment will 
bring more operators since the drawback 
now is the operators are often the repair 
folks and this is not very motivating to 
attracting new operators. The current 
way we buy groomers is a challenge to 
most clubs as the cost is huge for new 
units. What do we do???

 One idea is to establish a “Grooming 
Fund” that supports new groomer 
purchases but where do we find the 
money. Since our trail permit is still one 
of the best deals to be had across the 
country we can add an increase to the 
permit to create the groomer fund. If 
we were to specify at least $50.00 per 
permit we could easily put aside a little 
more than $200,000 per year that 
we can use to leverage support from 
government and assist the clubs to make 
new groomer purchases. 

 As always we are interested in your 
thoughts and opinions so please let us 
know at gm@snowmobilersns.com or at 
info@snowmobilersns.com 
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