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We are your Ski-Doo® experts for sleds, accessories, riding gear and service.

  Intelligent Throttle Control 
(iTC™) enables you to choose  
one of three performance driving  
modes at the touch of a button:  
Sport, Standard and ECO.™

 The Learning Key™ limits speeds for novice riders. 

 Visit Ski-Doo.com for more of  
the industry’s best technologies.

Now available in most of our 2015 Touring and Utility sleds, Rotax® ACE™ engines deliver best-in-class fuel efficiency, super smooth 
operation and very low maintenance. But we didn’t stop there: 

Performance is more than roaring engines and railing corners.  
It’s vehicles and features that make you comfortable and confident, whether you’re cruising trails or 
getting the job done. We strive every day to make sleds that are your best riding partner. 

Based on our first ride on 900 ACE-equipped sleds, we were impressed.  
These are sleds that could keep the whole family happy… It’s like three sleds in one. 
– SnowGoer  Magazine ’‘ 

NEw  Finger Throttle gives the ability to operate 
the throttle with your finger or thumb – and change 
from one to the other without tools.
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As I prepare this report in mid March 
it goes without saying that we have 
had a great year of snowmobiling 

here in Nova Scotia.

This past season I have heard many a 
comment regarding grooming that our 
dedicated groomer operators so proudly 
produce for us each season and as 
Snowmobilers we must ask ourselves why 
might this trail be the way that it is:

1)  Has it been storming?

2)  Is the snow blowing and drifting?

3)  How many people have traveled this trail 
today before me?

4)  What type of snow is it?

5)  Is it early morning or late at night?

6)  Is the groomer operator taking a well 
deserved rest?

7)  Is the groomer 30 to 60 minutes behind 
me?

8)  Has the groomer broken down?

9)  Has the club run out of money to pay 
grooming expenses such as fuel and oil?

As a Groomer Operator we need to 
remember that trail grooming requires that 
“set up” time be allowed for the freshly 
groomed trail to re-freeze. Set up time will 
vary depending upon temperature and 
moisture content of the snow. Generally 
two to six or even more than ten hours may 
be needed for the freshly groomed trail to 
set up to where it is durable and will hold 
up to heavy snowmobile traffic.

Communication to our permit holders and 
our club volunteers is paramount within 
SANS through this magazine, the monthly 
“Office Report”, our website and most 
recently the implementation of regional 
Zone meetings.

SANS has made a number of changes 
over the last year such as reallocating the 
grooming funds to be based on grooming 
rather than ability to sell permits. At the 
May General Meeting we will hopefully 
approve the final updates to our by-laws 
to create a more efficient and effective 
organization.

While on the subject of change we, SANS 
as an organization know well that it 
must work continually to understand and 
react to a constantly evolving “business” 
environment. My predecessors had put 
in place or initiated strategic plans that 
we now need to move forward within 
a timely fashion via a tactical plan and 
possible policy changes or additions. Near 
and dear to my heart is the SANS Trails 
Strategy. This was approved by the Board 
of Directors and has a number of trail 
and grooming related recommendations 
that will require some changes to the way 
we do business at both the Provincial and 
Club levels. For example, currently there 
are approximately 4,500 kilometers of 
managed snowmobile trails within Nova 
Scotia and the landowners either private 
or government now demand a higher 
standard of maintenance than they have 
in the past. We as snowmobilers need 
to insure we have resources to maintain 
our existing trails network. Therefore we 
need to review our process approval 
for additional trail development as 
recommended in the trails strategy.

We must keep in mind that one of the most 
common reasons for resistance to change 
is fear of the unknown. People will only 
take active steps toward the unknown if 
they genuinely believe and perhaps more 
importantly feel that the risks of standing 
still are greater than those of moving 
forward in a new direction. As I started 
our communication is paramount as we 
move forward to meet the ever changing 
environment.

I now switch gears to the future of 
snowmobiling that will soon be in the 
hands of today’s youth. SANS initiated 
a youth program just over a year ago 
called the NSYS (Nova Scotia Youth 
Snowmobilers) that has been proven to 
be an outstanding success. The success of 
this program has been the Youth Advisers 
and the Youth themselves! We now have a 
strong core program with participants from 
Zones 2, 3 and 4 as well as a participant 
from NB. Hopefully we will slowly expand 
the program over the next few years to 
all regions of the province. The purpose 

of the SANS Youth Program is two-fold. 
First it is to give the youth an in-depth 
understanding of how the total snowmobile 
program is organized, starting from the 
local clubs to the Zone organizations and 
up to the provincial program. If the group 
is interested enough, it could even go 
as far as Internationally. Secondly, this is 
considered a leadership training program 
for these young snowmobilers.

The next scheduled meeting of the 
NSYS will be at the SANS annual 
symposium in Truro during the month 
of November, if you or any youth you know 
is interested in joining the group 
you can send your request to 
sansyouth@snowmobilersns.com

Volunteers don’t necessarily have the time, 
but they have the heart.

Respectfully submitted; 
Stan Slack

Presidents Report Winter 2014
Stan Slack, President, SANS
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The end of our snowmobile season should 
be close as I sit to write for this issue 
yet a snow plow is in my yard opening 

the driveway! Our winter started slowly and 
I believe I can speak for most when I say we 
have had enough snow. Groomers getting 
stuck, dropping drags and tramping trail was 
mostly reserved for Cape Breton clubs but 
not this year. I extend a “Great Big Thank 
You” to all who groom our trails and maintain 
equipment. We have heard of many heroic 
stories this winter which brings to mind a 
story in this issue. Please read Danny Gray’s 
article submitted on behalf of the Crossburn 
Snowmobile Club and pass it along to 
someone who doesn’t see fit to buy a permit 
or complains constantly about the condition 
of the trails!

We held our 3rd Annual SANS Snowmobile 
Ride For Dad on the March 7th weekend. 
This year the event was hosted at the 
Inverary Inn in Baddeck. All of the 
accommodations were used there so we 
had a number of attendees stay at the 
Linwood Inn and at the Telegraph House. 

The event was very reminiscent of the SANS 
Tours held here years ago. Our limit was 
200 and we had 192 very enthusiastic 
participants. We plan to continue with the 
Inverary as the host resort and preliminary 
plans are to add the Friday before the 
ride to our event plan so we can offer 
guided tours to Whycocomagh, Inverness, 
Cheticamp and Wreck Cove. Book early 
so you are not disappointed. This year also 
saw entertainment generously provided 
on Friday (Celtic Trio) and Saturday (DJ) 
by Gord MacDonald of Gord’s Racing 
Motorsports in Sydney! Thank you 
Gord!!! By the way we raised in excess 
of $30,000.00 for the cause this year! 
Noteworthy as well is that President Stan 
Slack, Laurie Cranton and I had a chance 
to take the Minister of Tourism, Honourable 
Michel Samson out for a ride on the trails. 
He was most impressed as we took him 
to various scenic locations and he got 
to experience firsthand what we enjoy so 
much about our favourite winter activity.
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RESPECTING YOUR PRIVACY 
IS IMPORTANT TO US!

Occasionally our membership list is made available 
to reputable companies and organizations whose 
products and services may interest you. If you prefer 
to not have your name made available, contact us by 
mail or email at info@snowmobilersns.com

FRONT COVER
This is a snow picture from an earlier era in the area 
of Folley Lake.

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDITOR
What a train wreck of a winter! It would not surprise me if many 
snowmobilers are now searching for abodes in warmer climes! 
However all in all it was a great winter; the new grooming 
program kicked in with the anticipated results and the RFD saw 
an increase in participants. Interestingly enough despite the price 
increase in early bird trail permits, there was an approximate 
eleven percent increase in the number sold. The Classic permits 
on the other hand saw a decrease of approximately fifteen 
percent. In regards to the early bird permits the higher cost of 
the season permit could have been a factor. I like to think that 
perhaps the message that ‘permits fuel groomers’ is somehow 
contributing to this increase in sales! To all of you permit 
coordinators out there, you know who you are, Kudos! What a 
huge job you have and did! For my part I very much appreciate 
the time and effort that a volunteer for each club must dedicate 
to the complicated, time consuming process of reconciling 
permits; without you there would be no groomed trails. Thank 
you, thank you and thank you! You are the un-sung heroes! 
Have a great summer!

General Manager’s Report
Mike Eddy, General Manager, SANS
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The SANS website 
has been upgraded 
to better use new 
technology. Please 
check it out at www.
snowmobilersns.com 
and let us know what 
information you want 
to see there. To stay 
current with what is 
happening within 
the SANS office work 
plan please send us 
your email address 
and we will include 
you on the monthly 
Office Report 
distribution list.

Summer is just around the corner (well 
maybe) but before then head out to 
your favourite dealer to place your order 
for a new 2016 model sled. All the 
manufacturers have great deals on this 
spring.

Although warm weather is coming and we 
will have to put up with all the sun, heat 
and beach days the fall will soon be upon 
us with the usual need for trail work so we 
are ready to play again next winter! Have a 
great summer and mark your calendars for 
the coming events.

Opinion Page - Spring 2015
Trail Permits

SANS Snow Show November 7th
SANS Excellence Awards Banquet November 7th

SANS Learning Symposium November 7th
Nova Scotia Youth Snowmobilers November 7th
SANS Annual General Meeting November 8th

All events will be held at the Best Western Glengarry Hotel, Willow Street, Truro.

In the last issue I raised the topic of hand 
signals and the fact that many people in 
our sport can give examples of when they 

caused, or nearly caused trail accidents. 
All of the feedback we received on the 
topic supported the point that they can 
cause serious issues. Please use cautiously 
remembering that having control of your 
sled is the most important factor when on the 
trails.

Today I want to speak about a topic that 
has caused much concern to many people 
over the years, Trail Permits. We can 
show data from many jurisdictions related 
to costs of grooming, prices of permits 
and typical trail work conducted in those 
locations. Yet the facts are simple in that 
each area is vastly different from terrain, 
sleds per kilometre, groomers, capital 
funding for new grooming equipment, 
weather, trail conditions and so on. These 
are all important factors to consider when 
doing comparisons and after a lot of work 

it is difficult to compare an apple to an 
apple as no exact science exists to do so.

One point that we all should be concerned 
with is that EVERY PERSON using our trails 
should be paying their own way. I am 
deeply concerned to have to say that we 
are continuing to pay for “Freeloaders” 
who do not buy trail permits. This winter we 
have received numerous reports of sleds 
travelling the trail system without permits. 
Also very disappointing is to hear that 
they are riding the trails with a responsible 
person who bought a pass. What if we all 
said no? You are not coming with us unless 
you have a permit! Peer pressure can work 
so please try it.

We need everyone to contribute to the trail 
permit program for it to work effectively. 
Our trail permits are the least expensive 
in Canada for what they deliver. As I write 
this we have heard from clubs who had to 

discontinue grooming operations due to a 
lack of funds. Here is something to think 
about. We do not have final sales numbers 
for 2015 permits as yet. Last year we 
sold 4,673 trail permits and show 7,719 
registered snowmobiles in the province! If 
each of those sleds were each displaying a 
$130.00 Early Bird trail permit we would 
have an additional $395,980.00 added to 
the fund to distribute to clubs around the 
province!

What can we do? Refuse to go out with 
“Freeloaders,” encourage the purchase 
of permits, start a local club enforcement 
program or we can raise the price of the 
permits so those who buy pay for all! What 
do you think? Let us know by emailing your 
comments to me at  
gm@snowmobilersns.com

Please include your full name and contact 
information.

Minister of Tourism, the Honourable Michael Sampson
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This past December 2014, the Nova 
Scotia snowmobile community lost a 
great supporter. My Dad Bill Chisholm, 

lived and breathed snowmobiling, even when 
he could no longer ride.

He was 88 when he died and continued 
snowmobiling into his late 70’s, although 
by then his trips were pretty close to home 
and he didn’t get to enjoy “his” Highlands. 
He had an awesome memory and could 
recount tales and adventures from many 
of the trails we all still use today. He never 
met a person who wasn’t a possible new 
friend; he made many friends along the 
way. He was the first one to volunteer and 
usually the last one to leave when work 

was being done. He absolutely drove me 
crazy at times (and I’m sure he did with 
many who knew him!) but even when he 
was doing that, you still knew it was with 
the best of intentions.

He was so appreciative and excited when 
he was awarded the Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2012 by SANS. He often talked 
of the many friendships he made over 
the years, across the province, through 
SANS and the things he got to experience 
because of those friendships. Dad was 
instrumental in having SANS come to the 
Highlands for the early SANS Tours, so in 
a way has had an impact on the current 
SANS Ride For Dad.

Up until he died, he was fortunate to 
receive calls and visits from so many of 
his snowmobile friends on a regular basis. 
He would always say how nice so and so 
was, to take the time to come and see him 
or to call him. I always told him that you 
get what you give out. He was a good guy 
who saw the best in everyone so in many 
cases brought out the best in those around 
him. My sisters and our families miss him 
very much, but I am lucky to have shared 
something he loved so much! Every time 
I am snowmobiling I am reminded about 
all the good times we shared doing this 
together.

Bill Chisholm & Tom LeCreux at a Snow White

A tribute to Bill Chisholm
Story by Grace LeCreux
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This article was originally submitted to 
Sno’Trails in September 1997 (SANS 25th 
Anniversary, Silver Past Golden Future.) I 
thought maybe it was worth a re-read.

Bill Chisholm, Glace Bay, N.S. has been 
snowmobiling for more than 30 years 
and plans to stay snowmobiling for a 

while yet. He’s my Dad and got me hooked 
on this snowmobiling business, so I thought 
it appropriate he start our “People on the 
Snow.”

Dad got the snowmobiling bug from a 
friend who had a Husky (Jim Rogers of 
Glace Bay.) He and Earl Lewis (“Farmer” 
to most, Earl had a “green” thumb when it 
came to anything mechanical,) tried it and 
thought this could be fun! Little did they 
know!

Our first two sleds were 10hp Olympic Ski-
Doos. The next year, both were upgraded 
to a 16hp and 18hp twin cylinder. There 
were five in our family so we needed a sled 
for me and all the gear we carried. We 
regularly trailer’d to Hunter’s Mountain 
and believe it or not, it was an all day thing 
to get to the Pig ‘N” Whistle, the airstrip, 
etc. This was before the Pig’N’ Whistle got 
its name and became the destination spot 
it is today.

Except for two seasons when our family 
bought Ski-Whiz, by Massey Ferguson, 
Dad’s been a loyal Ski-Doo fan. He 
was lucky in his choice of dealer, Jackie 
MacDonald, Midway Motors. They’ve 

enjoyed a long friendship that has outlived 
their snowmobile relationship. For a 
few seasons, Dad drove demo sleds for 
Midway and worked at promoting their 
dealership. His current sled is a 1996 
Grad Touring.

Dad was a founding member of the Cabot 
Snowmobile Club and first president of The 
Eastern Trailblazers Club. He continues to 
be an active member of both clubs as well 
as SANS. The Eastern Trailblazers Club was 
a busy club in their early years. They had 
a groomer on the snow in the late 70’s 
and conducted regular safety courses with 
the recreation departments of Glace Bay 
and Sydney. These two clubs introduced 
snowmobiling to industrial Cape Breton 
and were some of the fist to snowmobile 
the Highlands.

Dad travelled with a regular group to the 
Highlands. He had a school bus converted 
to a camper and a trailer that carried ten 
sleds! They all had to bring a can of soup 
and other grub to share. After a hard 
day on the mountain while the sleds were 
being loaded, someone would get into 
the bus, turn on the heat and start supper. 
Each can of soup went into one big pot 
and tasted really good when they came in 
from the cold. I asked him if there was any 
organization to this meal, were all the cans 
of soup the same? But that was part of the 
fun, everyone brought something different 
but he swears it always tasted great!

In 1985 Dad and four others, Pat Burke 
(then Eastern Trailblazers,) Paul Shears 
(Cape Clear,) Danny Rockwell (Cabot) 
and John Sharpe left Sydney with a plan to 
travel to Quebec primarily by snowmobile. 
They met up with Stan Slack and Wayne 
Osborne (both of Fundy Mt.) in Truro. 
Accompanied by a Moosehead van for 
road support, the group travelled to attend 
The International Snowmobile Festival in 
Valcourt, Que. This was unmapped trails 
in most cases, on smaller sleds, without 
independent suspension. They made 
contact with clubs and sledders along the 
way.

Dad regularly attended Snow White in New 
Brunswick for a few years and visited Maine 
to snowmobile a few times but his heart 
is in Cape Breton. He can leave his back 
yard in Glace Bay and travel to Broughton 
or head in another direction and travel to 
Big Pond. He’s a few hours trailer’ing from 
the Highlands and likes to head in from the 
North River side of the mountains. While 
no longer a member of his club executive, 
he continues to join with his clubs and 
always works to promote snowmobiling. 
He has been a top fundraiser for our 
provincial charity, raising over $10,000 in 
the past 4 years.

Snowmobiling is in his blood and you can 
bet he will continue to enjoy it for a long 
time to come.

Dad & friends putting a bridge in on a snowmobile trail
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Since our last report NSYS have selected a logo designed and voted on by Nova Scotia Youth Snowmobilers members.

We are excited that our membership is growing and hope that it continues to include youth from all over the province. We currently 
have youth from Zone 2, Zone 3, Zone 4 and 1 youth from NB.

The youth have been busy fundraising with toques, hoodies and promoting our group.

Thanks to all that supported us by buying tickets on our logo clock. The winner was Eric Maguire. We are selling toques and if you are 
interested contact us at sansyouth@snowmobilersns.com

We held the NSYS run on Feb 18, 2015 leaving Sutherlands Lake Snowmobile Association clubhouse.

As a provincial group we plan to hold two events a year, one in the fall and one in the winter. It is our vision that each of the snowmobile 
clubs in Nova Scotia will have a youth program of their own.

The NSYS group are already planning our next event … Stay tuned!!!!!

If you are interested in joining us you can find our application form at http://www.snowmobilersns.com/ under the news tab and click 
on NSYS logo.

Have a nice summer!!!!

NS Youth Snowmobilers

Submitted by Youth Coordinators – 
Marsha Eddy & Carole Fisher

Fundy Trail Snowmobile Club Rally Day

Fabulous article in The HUB newspaper on NSYS!!!! 
Thank you Jasmin Atkinson for doing a great interview!

Ride for Dad- Baddeck, Cape Breton

Highlights included an info session on base layers 
and how to properly dress for snowmobiling.

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS
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A ride to the Keep in Lorneville.

A demo on how to get a sled “unstuck”

Each team built a fire, boiled water using snow

The afternoon ride included how to safely break riding downhill.

The trails were perfect thank you SLTGA.

During lunch Jarrett Crowell shared safety/survival 
items to carry when sledding.

of course there was hot chocolate for all to enjoy!!!!

A great day of fun and learning enjoyed by many!!!!

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS
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We’ve made choosing the right 
traction products for your sled 
simple! Our guide has these 
new features...

•	Simple	1-2-3	steps	for	instant	 
 results 
•	View	option	in	imperial	or	metric	 
•	 Important	tech	tips	highlighted 
•	Easily	change	stud,	runner	& 
 support plate selections to meet 
 your needs
•	Share	your	results	with	friends	

•	Purchase	online	today	from	a 
 local dealer

International Engineering & Mfg., Inc. • 6054 N Meridian Rd. • Hope MI 48628 • E-mail: woodys@wiem.com • 989/689-4911 • © 2014 IEM.

www.WoodysTraction.com

Official traction supplier ofGet your results today! 

2014 Youth of the Year 
& Member of NSYS
Submitted by Kaitlyn Randell

Hello from NSYS! We are the Nova 
Scotia Youth Snowmobilers, and we all 
have a passion for riding snowmobiles.

A little over a year ago, we held our first 
meeting to get a group started at the Fundy 
Trail Clubhouse (with 16 youth attending.) 
Over the year, our group has grown and 
new members are joining still.

About 2 weeks ago, we had our first ride 
together as NSYS! It was an awesome day 
to say the least.. there were 15 youth and 
22 adults. The weather was perfect, sunny 
and not too cold, (although a few toe 
warmers were needed.) We did a two part 
(sort of) ride.

Before leaving, we all had some breakfast 
and had a great presentation from Jarrett 
Crowell on what we should have in our 
survival bags. Also, a useful presentation 
from Carole Fisher on the importance of 

layering when riding…

Then, in the morning we rode to the Keep 
in Lorneville, where we learned how to 
start fires, and practiced how to to get 
a sled un-stuck. After having lots of fun 
and learning experiences at the Keep, we 
headed back to the SLTGA Clubhouse.

In the afternoon, we headed out once 
again on a second ride out around the 
windmills. We all got the chance to go 
down the mountain by the Acadia mines 
bridge, which was fun for sure!

The ride was overall absolutely amazing, 
and we are all looking forward to next 
year!

Keeping this group growing for many 
years to come is going to require lots of 
fundraising, and there have been many 
ideas about future rides as NSYS.

We are always looking for new members 
to join us, so if you are interested in joining 
our group please contact us at sansyouth@
snowmobilersns.com

We also have a Twitter page @sansNSYS, 
if you would like to give us a follow!

We are on Facebook as Nova Scotia Youth 
Snowmobilers-NSYS.

We hope to see many new members join, 
and are excited to see where our group 
can go!

NOVA SCOTIA YOUTH SNOWMOBILERS
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BRAD SAMPSON
902-623-0955

17 River Road, Louisdale, Nova Scotia B0E 1V0
brad@gdequip.ca • www.gdequip.ca

New Trailer Sales
Used Heavy Equipment

Used Vehicles

Quality Equipment
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Pictou County to Cape Breton 
and Back Again
Floyd Cock, Past President, SANS

My brother Ivan and I travelled 
from Scotsburn, Pictou Co. to 
Margaree, Inverness County last 

year and wanted to repeat it this year 
with some friends. On Sunday February 
22, 2015 we called nine friends who 
had expressed interest in the trip after 
relating our tale from the previous year. 
We received five committed replies by 
Monday evening.

The weather was forecast to be cold 
and windy but we set off by 7:15AM, 
next morning. Ivan, Ian MacCara, my 
brother-in-law and myself set off but only 
got about five kilometers before we had 
to stop and check our gear. Ivan and 
I had medium windshields and had to 
don another balaclava. We travelled the 
SANS104 trail out to Mt Thom and then 
to Highway 289 where we picked up 
the Pictou Co Snowriders section of the 
104 and proceeded to Sunnybrae where 
Glen and Dave had a fire going at the 
warming hut.

We warmed up and had a light snack 
and set off for Goshen. We met up with 
J.D. and Dave on the Hendsbee Road 
and together travelled on the 104, which 
was obviously cut out nicely this year. We 
stopped at Simpson’s Camp where Bev 
had a great fire going to warm us up.

We left camp at 1:30 PM with seven 
more sledders who heard we were going 
to Auld’s Cove Irving. Many thanks to all 
the groomers who work tirelessly to keep 
the trails smooth, Gary and Dermott 
(from the Chedabucto Club) had 
ensured this was the case with their new 
four foot drag. We arrived at the Auld’s 
Cove Irving at 3:30PM, had coffee 
and pie and said good-bye to our new 
friends from the Chedabucto Club.

We crossed the Canso Causeway 
headed up the the trail behind the motel 
and picked up the power line which 
took us to the SANS 104 trail on the 
Cape Breton side. There is nothing quite 
as beautiful as the journey through the 
Cape Clear area to Skye Glen and the 
trails through the Whycocomagh trails.

We climbed over Kelly’s mountain and 
then down into Margaree Centre to our 
warm cabin.

Our friends George and Sandy had 
supper waiting and after being fully 
satisfied with our meal, we hit the sack 
for a much needed rest after travelling 
just over 290 miles.

The weather was nasty for the next 
couple of days, snowy and windy so we 
did a couple of local trips to Cheticamp 

and then on to Wreck Cove. At the store 
in Wreck Cove you can get a hearty 
lunch for under $10 and regular gas 
is available. We filled up, added some 
octane booster and set out on the 800 
series trails. We broke a few drifts but 
generally had a smooth ride back to our 
cabin. We retired early in the evening in 
preparation for a prompt start the fourth 
day into our trip to head home.

We were up and ready to head out at 
8:30AM. After saying good-bye to the 
rest of our group, we set off for the Lake 
Ainsley Trail and then onto the railbed to 
Mabou. We drove over freshly groomed 
trails all the way to Port Hood, Creignish 
and then at Troy we headed out over the 
ice across the Canso Strait back to the 
Auld’s Cove Irving and ate lunch.

After lunch we headed west to Havre 
Boucher along the strait. Glen led us 
inland to the old rail bed in Frankville 
where we detoured to stop and say hello 
to his parents. He then took us to the 
SANS 104 trail and our return trip to the 
Simpson’s “Do Drop In” where Bev had 
another warm fire going.

We left the warmth of Bev’s fire at 
2:00Pm and headed for home on the 
104, travelling through New Town and 
Garden of Eden where we said good-
bye to Glen and Dave.

Ian, Ivan and I took the pipeline to 
Saltsprings and our home trails, where 
we got on the West River to Lyon’s 
Brook. Here, we left Ivan at his house 
at 8:30PM. Ian and I jumped on the 
railbed to Scotsburn, the 551 to Porter 
Road and the final leg of our journey 
home, arriving at 9:30PM.

We travelled a total of 750 miles, saw 
some incredible landscape, met some 
great friends and had a great trip which 
we hope to repeat again, next year. 
Thanks guys, you are some of the best 
sledders I have ever travelled with.
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As everyone is well aware, this past winter presented its 
grooming challenges! Chignecto Glooscap Club had 
a back blade type of pan fabricated for their Tucker a 

few years ago - and it has proven to be worth its weight in gold 
when we get snow like we did this winter. These are just a few 
pictures I was able to round up to show the setup. Unfortunately 
they were all taken when the pan was in the air while working a 
particular bad section, but they show the concept. It is normally 
operated in the float position (no positive hydraulic down-force) 
and can be raised out of the way (as in the pictures) when 
backing up/turning around/in difficulty. It saves a ‘tracking’ 
(going with no drag) trip around the system and it also makes 
decent trails.

In these pictures, the groomer was on its way to Advocate and 
had been running steadily since early the morning before. 
I am not sure where the club got the concept from - but if 
anyone wants more information; a show and tell session could 
be arranged once it gets parked back at home base again. 
Or people can hop on a sled and find it in action on the trail 
system by checking the Spot tracking link page.

Hoping someone finds this useful - we would be in a deeper 
hole without it.

FEATURES & AMENITIES
Pool - Meeting Room - Restaurant Onsite 

Hot Tub - High Speed Internet - Eco-Friendly

The BEST WESTERN PLUS Glengarry Hotel provides 
each guest with the highest level of comfort.

BEST WESTERN PLUS 
GLENGARRY HOTEL
150 Willow Street
Truro, Nova Scotia, B2N 4Z6
Phone: 902/893-4311
Fax: 902/893-1759
Toll Free Reservations: 800-567-4276
Check In  3PM (15:00)
Check Out  11AM (11:00)

Thoughts on Grooming
Lyndon Crowe, Chignecto Glooscap

ZONE REPORT
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It has been a long busy snowmobile season, 
not just in Zone 1 but throughout the 
province. One should never question two 

much snow however with storm after storm 
accompanied with high winds it has found 
clubs in Zone 1 with literally mountains of 
snow to navigate while grooming the trails. It 
has been challenging to say the least.

The abundance of snow has allowed 
all clubs in the Zone to host successful 
events like rallies, the Glendale 
Mountain Snowmobilers Mass on the 
Mountain and of course the annual Ride 
for Dad Event.

Hosted in Baddeck the home of the 
Crowdis Snowmobile club, the ride was 
organized by SANS with clubs in Zone 1 
assisting in the organizing and hosting. 
Of course it would not have been a 
success if it was not for snowmobilers 
from across the province coming to 
Cape Breton with their donations and 
pledge sheets in hand. You are welcome 
back in Zone 1 anytime.

I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge 
the dedication and hard work of our 
groomer operators this season. Getting 
trails ready for the snowmobilers each 
week has resulted in many complements 

from sledders. 
Nothing would be 
more evident than 
the week prior to the 
Ride for Dad event 
where groomer 
operators travelled 
across huge drifts 
and banks of 
snow to get trails 
open and ready 
for the event; this 
right after another 
severe winter storm. 
Several groomer 
operators put in 
sixteen hour days 
and some even 
worked around the 
clock to get the 
work completed 
on time; hats off to 
you guys that keep 
our trails smooth through the harshest of 
winter conditions.

Over all, the zone has had a relatively 
safe season as far as snowmobile 
accidents go. I am aware of a couple 
of people being injured (non-life 

threatening.) 
Given that 
springtime 
snowmobiling 
is just ahead 
we still could 
have a month 
or more riding 
so hopefully 
everyone will 
continue to 
use safe riding 
practices.

We have had 
a total of three 
Zone meetings 
since the fall of 
2014.

Some of the 
important 

upcoming topics we will soon be 
discussing in Zone 1 will include…

• Higher compliance of trail permits and 
methods to increase permit sales

• Evacuations procedures and 
responsibilities for injured snowmobilers 
from the trails

• Groomer operations best practices 
and communications between clubs in 
the zone

• Signage

•  SANS approved bylaw changes and 
zone board representation

•  Trail upgrade projects this season and 
priorities for 2016

This is my first year as a Zone VP 
and I would like to thank our clubs 
representatives for their spirit of 
cooperation and dedication to 
continually improving the snowmobile 
product here in Cape Breton.

ZONE REPORT

Zone 1 Report
Laurie Cranton, Zone 1 Vice-president

Inspecting drifts in the Highlands

2015 Snowmobilers Mass on The Mtn. 
Notice vintage sleds to left of the church.
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© 2014 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. Always ride safely and responsibly.
1107848

We are your Ski-Doo® experts for sleds, accessories, riding gear and service.

You ride. We invent.
You corner. We transform.

You jump. We tweak.
You explore. We reinvent.

You never stop. We never stop.
We share something: a push to make snowmobiling better. 

You feel it riding farther than you ever have before or veering off 
trail to hit the powder. We feel it coming up with ideas like the 

adjustable rMotion™ rear suspension, REV-XS™ platform, 
Rotax® engines and the new RAS™ 2 front suspension. 

When you push and we push, we break through. 
Then we start pushing all over again.

NEVER STOP PUSHING.™

Renegade Backcountry™

Renegade® Adrenaline

MXZ® TNT™

Dealer Imprint
Goes Here

Adventure Motors 1 (888) 830 1640
Cobequid Mtn Sports (902) 686 3218

Full Throttle Powersports (902) 435 0307
Gord’s Sports Centre (902) 539 4673

© 2013 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of BRP or its affiliates. Always ride safely and responsibly.
1107797

We are your Ski-Doo experts for sleds, accessories, riding gear and service.

Renegade Backcountry™Renegade Adrenaline MX Z TNT™

rmo t ion +  re v-xs

mx Z® and renegade®

easily adjustable. highly flexible. 
because backs, hips and knees are not.
Burning trails or carving powder, the Ski-Doo® 
snowmobiles give you the most comfortable ride. Adjust 
the industry-leading travel of the rMotion™ suspension, 
featuring a 100% progressive motion ratio. Adjust to 
more riding positions with the versatile REV-XS™ platform. 
It’s technology you’ll only find on Ski-Doo sleds.

the 2014  
SKI-DOO

lEARN MORE AT 
ski-doo.com

Dealer Imprint
Goes Here
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Zone 3 Report
Pat Burke, Zone 3 VP

I would like to begin by stating a big thank 
you to all of our permit holders; often quick 
to comment when conditions are not ideal, 

they showed restraint and understanding 
as our club volunteers worked endlessly to 

groom trails, snow 
storm after snow 
storm. Sledders got together in groups and 
ventured out to break trails open in an effort 
to make it easier for groomers to pass. 

Through the use of 
social media our clubs 
asked for help from 
snowmobilers and they 
responded in droves.

At times it took 
several days to open 
trails and I believe it 
opened many eyes 
to how fortunate 
we are to have the 
dedicated trail and 
grooming process 
in place by SANS. I 
was amazed by the 
number of sledders 
still enjoying the 
outdoors and there 
seemed to be more 
of a social gathering 
at intersections and 
warming huts. People 
rode, stopped for a 
break and a chat and 
went on their way. 
Everything seemed 
to be moving in slow 
motion.

Groomer operators earned their due 
this winter. A very special Thank You to 
you all for going above and beyond 
the call of duty. Many times drags had 
to be unhitched and drifts plowed by 
tractor before being gone over by drag. 
In some locations entire trails had to be 
covered by groomers before they could 
be groomed with the drag.

All this snow and extra work taxed or 
should I say stressed our club executives 
to the limit and they deserve a thank you 
for the extra time and effort in pulling 
our clubs together and working as a 
team to keep equipment running under 
the extreme work load.

All this being considered our clubs 
still held their scheduled events and 
now I see them planning for year-end 
festivities.

Complete snow covered over the entire 
province at the end of March. This 
has turned out to be the “winter” to 
remember. Many seasons we are looking 
for enough snow to groom and this 
winter we have been blessed with an 
overabundance of snow that we have 
not seen in many years.

May it be the first of many.

Pat Burke(right)and associates receiving some 
TV coverage from CTV morning live.

Warming hut on trail 22 on a sunny spring day

266 Robie Street • Truro, Nova Scotia • Canada B2N 1L1
P 902.895.5000 • F 902.893.4543

www.HollisFord.com

Selection, Price & Great Value.
Why Go Anywhere Else?

THE FUTURE OF TOUGH
THE ALL NEW 

2015 FORD F150

CLUB REPORT
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Hello all from the 
beautiful Annapolis 
Valley.

Winter took its time getting 
started, which gave us 
extra time to deal with 
the numerous washouts 
that occurred late last fall. 
When winter finally hit we 
scrambled to deal with 
snow amounts we haven’t 
seen for years! We would like to take this 
opportunity to send many thanks to our 
volunteers who maintain and run our 
groomers; they all put in many hours to 
keep the trails groomed.

We had our annual Poker Run on March 
1st. The great turnout enjoyed a sunny day 
of snowmobiling on the North Mountain 
trails. With hot chocolate and hot dogs at 

Jeff and Shelly Whitney’s restored Train 
Station and prizes given out it was a great 
day had by all!

We have been able to enjoy many days of 
snowmobiling this year! Even with spring 
approaching it looks as if Mother Nature 
is going to give us a few more weeks to go 
out with friends and family to enjoy all the 
beauty the Valley has to offer on our trails.

Safe Travels and Happy Snowmobiling!

CLUB REPORT

Annapolis Valley Ridge Runners
Jeff Best, President AVRR

THE ATTACK POSITION
TWENTY15 ISRVIPER L-TX SE
GENESIS HIGH PErformaNcE ENGINE I TUNEr SKIS I YamaHa YVXc cLUTcHING
a TraIL-SLITHErING LoNG TracK THaT BEGS To BE rIDDEN HarD.

2015_VIPER_TRAIL_AD_YMCA_NS_TRAIL_GUIDE.indd   1 14-10-14   3:42 PM
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Every club needs a volunteer like this 
guy, a man who works 50 to 60 hours 
at his own business and yet Richard 

Joseph finds the time to keep our groomer 
in working condition. This winter with the 
weekly storms he also found time to spend 
eight to sixteen hours preparing our trails 
from Wednesday to Friday. He then would 
spend his Saturday and Sunday on his 
own sled, making new trails around the 

trees with his 24 inch wide track machine. 
I invite any members of our club to come 
forward and help with the work load to 
make this winter sport enjoyable.

This winter has been super fantastic for 
snowmobiling on Cape Breton Island. It 
has been a paradise for those who love the 
winter sports and taking winter photos. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all that come from away and travel our trails. 

We had snowmobilers from Halifax, The 
Valley, Amherst, Antigonish and many other 
places; we thank you!

This winter is not over yet and we still have 
a good month of sledding; lots of time 
to come and visit us. We have some very 
picturesque trails in the province.

I would like to finish with a special thank you 
to all the volunteers who make our winter 
sports such a success.

CLUB REPORT

Cabot Club
President Clifford Aucoin, Cabot Club

The Cabot Poker Rally on the Pembroke Lake Road (routre 905)

Richard Joseph

Big Intervale, Margaree N.S.
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We were very fortunate this winter 
to have so much snow and 
beautiful snowmobile trails in 

our own Province. But winter is almost 
over and I never thought I would say this 
before but March gave us a bit too much 
snow to go grooming. We just got hit 
with about 80 centimeters of snow in the 
last four days. I feel bad for the people 
who had vacations during March Break 
and planned to snowmobile because we 
couldn’t groom due to high winds and two 
storms too close together. We can’t control 
Mother Nature!!

On a good note - our annual fundraiser 
went very well! I would like to thank all of 
our volunteers who helped sell tickets and 
put in so much of their time. I would like 
to congratulate Larry MacEachern from 
Mabou who chose the $2,500.00 cash 
prize; it was a nice Christmas present! I 
would like to thank Babin’s Service Centre 
and Maritime Travel for their support.

I would also like to thank those who 
volunteered throughout the winter with 
grooming, shoveling off the roof of our 
Club House and working at the Ride For 

Dad. Speaking of which, I would also like 
to thank all of our Members from Cape 
Clear Snowmobile Club who volunteered 
their time with fundraising, grooming 
and being leaders in the Ride. It is a very 
worthwhile cause and I am very happy 
to say the Ride rose over $30,000.00 
for prostate awareness. The Margaree 
club put on a fantastic turkey dinner, like 
always. It was a perfect weekend with 
the weather and snow conditions. Many 
people who attended 

have re-booked their rooms for next year 
at the Inverary Inn in Baddeck.

We are looking forward to some Spring 
snowmobiling. See you on the trails!

Cape Clear Snowmobile Club
Richard Jamieson, President

CLUB REPORT

Volunteers Jeff Campbell, Blaise 
MacDonnell and Perry Hennessey 
work together to clear snow from 

the club house roof

A sunny day in Cape Breton on 
Whycocomagh Mountain

Richard presenting Larry MacEachern with $2,500.00.
4info@mtnequipment.com
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Greetings everyone. The snow was 
late arriving in Guysborough 
County this year; we started 

sledding around mid January. The most 
recent storm in March will hopefully extend 
our season for a number of weeks.

I would like to thank all the volunteers who 
have helped maintain our trails, whether 

cutting bushes, building small bridges or 
putting up signage. We still have much work 
to do but our trails are improving each year. 
Thanks to SANS, our trails can be followed 
on the new map for the Zone 2 Trail Guide, 
such as the Trans Canada trail 104 from 
Guysborough to Pictou.

The Ride for Dad was a great success 
again this year. I am very pleased with the 
representation from Chedabucto and with 
the overall money raised for prostate cancer 
awareness from all participants. Special 
thank you to all the organizers of this event 
for: trails groomed to perfection, a very 
delicious turkey dinner in Margaree and 
wonderful banquet at the Inverary Inn in 
Baddeck. A very enjoyable weekend was had 
by all.

Our club is planning a Day of Fun at Saint 
Patrick’s Hall, Guysborough Intervale, on 
Saturday, March 21, 2015, from 11 am - 4 
pm. The cost is $10 per person. This includes 
a hot lunch, card playing and a snowmobile 
run.

Finally, I would especially like to thank two 
of our club members, Gary Simpson and 
Dermot Chisholm for the time that they spent 
grooming our trails. The trails have been 
improved immensely from previous years. 

I received numerous calls from members 
expressing their appreciation for these 
improvements to our trail network. At the end 
of the 2013-14 season, our club purchased 
a 48 inch TJDX Snow Groomer and Dermot 
Chisholm made one similar to this design 
except stronger. These two members have 
been on the trails grooming when needed.

Details about the Chedabucto Snowmobile 
Club can be found at 
www.chedabuctosnowmobileclub.com

Hope everyone continues to have a safe and 
enjoyable snowmobiling season.

Chedabucto Snowmobile Club
Philip Connolly, President

Gary Simpson (L) & Dermot Chisholm
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Only the most dedicated of 
volunteers would understand 
the subliminal desire, drive and 

dedication required to get out of bed and 
hit the snow drifts under these conditions.
WOW! Hard to believe that another year has 
gone by.

The Tracks:

At the end of last years snowmobile season, 
we experienced a most unfortunate and 
catastrophic failure of the tracks on all four 
corners of our Tucker Sno-Cat. The tracks had 
been purchased from Hans Hall, Germany 
and were proposed to be “state of the art 
technology.” The light weight rubber coated 
aluminum grouser bars advertised a better 
ride, cooler running gear, easy running on 
hard surfaces and longer life. However, 
with only about eight hundred (800) hours 
running, grouser bars were breaking as fast as 
they could be replaced and other components 
of the drive system had been stressed and 
worn to the point of complete failure. 
Additionally, there was little or no replacement 
stock in North America and in our opinion the 
Hans Hall’s North American Representative 
was being less than forthcoming after taking 
about $50,000 from us for tracks and parts in 
just three seasons.

Detailed investigation subsequently revealed 
that the two inch wide aluminum grouser 
bars were not compatible with the 1.5 inch 
sprockets from tucker. This was very confusing 
since we had been advised earlier that the 
system was actually designed to work with the 
1.5 inch Tucker sprocket. We also confirmed 
that Tucker did not build a conversion kit for 
the Hans Hall aluminum track system.

It is very interesting to note that as a result 
of the confusion and stress surrounding 
this event our association came very close 
to failing. We were extremely low on funds 
and like the proverbial house of cards, we 
started to implode. Even previously dedicated 
club members were questioning our survival 
capability and considering all options, 
including throwing in the towel. Some folks 
were of the opinion that we should stay 
with the Hans Hall aluminum track system 
despite the fact that replacement parts were 
non-existent or in very short supply. Other 
members were of the opinion that purchasing 
new steel cleated tracks was a step backwards 
and they essentially wanted no part of it! The 
rational thinkers among us were insisting that 
as a small club, we just could not survive with 

an annual capital cost 
of $12,000-$15,000 
just for tracks.

After severe wringing 
of hands and much 
brainstorming about 
how we could acquire 
funds to pay the bill, 
the democratic process 
won over and a 
decision was made to 
order new steel cleated 
tracks from Mountain 
Snow Equipment in 
Dorval, Quebec.

Charles, the owner 
at Mountain Snow 
Equipment is in the 
writer’s opinion, a true 
gentleman and one of 
the most professional 
individuals that I 
have personally 
had the pleasure of 
doing business with. 
He lobbied Hans 
Hall Germany on 
our behalf and had 
some success in acquiring a small rebate for 
us, which was subsequently applied to the 
purchase of the new tracks.

Charles also sharpened his pencil and worked 
out a very competitive price that we could 
live with and additionally, to facilitate our very 
survival he developed an effective short term 
payment plan just for us.

I must also point out that had it not been 
for our Municipal Government, the new 
SANS Emergency Equipment Grant Program 
and our dedicated fundraisers new tracks 
would have been just a pipe dream and 
subsequently there would not have been 
groomed trails to ride on in the Chignecto 
Isthmus area this year.

Most importantly, after a few runs the new 
track system, despite a couple of bugs seem 
to be working fine, “just the way they should.”

Fundraising:

Despite poor weather conditions our first Soup 
Supper fundraiser was successful and we will 
be considering making it an annual event. 
A special thanks to all the members who 
contributed everything from soup to nuts. I am 
advised that we need a few more servings of 
Bonnies’ Corn Chowder for our next event.

Our Rally was a resounding success, with 
close to 100 snowmobilers braving the brisk 
morning air to take part in an excellent ride 
through a number of very scenic trails – and 
experience the best tasting scallops to be 
found anywhere. The trails were panned 
the evening prior to the rally and although 
it would have been nice to have had the 
opportunity to run the drag, quite frankly there 
was too much freshly fallen snow. The lunch 
at Mike and Etta’s cabin in Seal Brook was 
once again very well received. I overheard 
many favorable comments about the quality 
and quantity of all items featured on the 
menu. Many attendees offered kudos for 
“all the hard work that went into pulling off 
such a first class event.”Special thanks go to 
Mike and Etta for converting their home in 
the woods into a kitchen/cafeteria and to all 
the members of their crew who braved the 
elements in preparing, cooking and serving 
more than one hundred meals.

Thanks to Larry Scopie, Gary Harrison and 
Terry Stone for looking after the registration 
and of course Doug and his Groomer 
Operators who did a twenty hour shift to beat 
down some of the snow prior to the morning 
run.

Our fourth annual Sweethearts Dinner was 
held on February 14. The five course meal 

CLUB REPORT

Chignecto Glooscap Snowmobile 
Association
C. E. (Rick) Harvey President

Vice President Gary Harrison heading out from 
Parrsboro to Seal Brook 0630 hrs and -24 C.
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for six (6) was won by Mr. Brian Brewer 
of Parrsboro. From all accounts Brian 
and his guests enjoyed themselves whole 
earthily. Many thanks go out to all the ticket 
purchasers, the sellers and to Vice Gary and 
his lovely wife Bertha for once again making 
their home available for the catering and 
serving of the meal.

The 2nd annual wing nite held at the warming 
shelter on the Boars Back Road was another 
great success. The wings prepared by the 
wingman Jeff and his left wingman Gary 
Hurley were great and as usual, Mike, Etta, 
Myles and Anne-Marie kept everything else 
running smooth. Overall, we made some 
money to help feed the Sno-Cat but foremost, 
it was a great evening of chatting with like-
minded acquaintances and developing a new 
network of friends.

Our recently introduced sponsorship program 
under the direction of Club Director Mike 
Fraser is off and running. The new signs 
located at the warming shelter and in Seal 
Brook look fantastic. A special thanks to 
the sponsors who came on-board with us 
this year. We will continue to do our best in 
representing your companies in a professional 
and highly visible setting.

Once again, in closing, we thank all the 
folks who have worked so very hard to keep 
organized snowmobiling and our network 
of groomed trails up and running in the 
Chignecto/Glooscap area. Our heartfelt 
thanks go to the landowners who so 
graciously allow us to use their property in the 
enjoyment of our chosen winter sport.

To those snowmobilers who are looking to 
challenge their skill sets, be they mechanical, 
carpentry, managerial, social, problem 
solving, financial management, driver or 
chainsaw operator, please consider coming 
onboard. We the old guard need you to 
ensure the sustainability of our chosen winter 
sport in the Chignecto Isthmus area.

Couple of Yammies sitting by the new sponsorship display.

A day in the Life of a 
Grooming Director!

It’s well before day break and I 
am scurrying around to prepare for the 
day’s mission. I have two “down and out” 
groomers that have been left in the woods 
overnight. Lunch prepared and a selection of 
tools packed on my sled, I am off to pick up 
my good friend and fellow director, Gerald 
Rhodenizer. Gerald like me does not sleep 
very much during the snow grooming season 
and I am convinced that when he does 
sleep, it is only long enough to dream about 
grooming equipment and the needed repairs 
to keep the fleet rolling!

The previous day I had Gerald rolling the Big 
Massey without the drag, to attempt to smash 
through the last 50 centimeter dump of snow. 
I also had Brian Acker rolling our Bombi (with 
drag on.) They would be operating several 
kilometers apart and my role for the day 
would be to monitor their progress by sled 
and be prepared for any rescue mission.

Without the drag, the Big Massey could 
only be steered by the slick system of 
external electric (track) brakes that had been 
installed many years prior….but, it was slow 
tuff slugging! With Gerald making good 

progress, I set off to check on Brian. The 
little Bombi amazed us all…it seems to float 
over the deep snow. I bid Brian farewell and 
returned to find that Gerald is in trouble….
the Big Massey is down and out with no 
brakes to steer. I leave Gerald in the heat 
of the Massey cab and head to the cottage 
to get tools, taking the shortest route across 
Armstrong Lake and Lake Torment. I come off 
a drift by the island in Lake Torment that is so 
high that I hurt my wrists when I landed….I 
think to myself that there is no way I will get 
back up over that drift on my return….better 
use a different route!

I run into my cottage to see the phone 
flashing…a message from John Brown, our 
Ham Radio guru, telling me that the Bombi 
is also down and out….I start to sweat! I call 
John and ask him to radio Brian and tell him 
to stay with the Bombi and I will get to him 
ASAP.

I pack some tools on my sled and head back 
to the Big Massey with a plan to get Gerald 
started on dismantling the brakes while I go 
and rescue Brian. I am relieved that John has 
radioed Gerald to tell him that some fellow 
snowmobilers have come by and picked up 
Brian….I can now stay and work with Gerald. 

We remove both brake calipers and sets of 
pads and discover a seized brake caliper 
has taken out the brake pads on one side. I 
think to myself that the caliper is massive in 
comparison to the palm sized calipers that I 
tinker with on my motorcycle. With it lashed 
to the sled and Gerald on, I have a full load 
as we head for home. I felt bad for Gerald 
who did not have enough clothes on for the 
cold trip home as darkness fell upon us.

Brian informed us that Silvers in Bridgewater 
is open until midnight….and off Gerald goes 
on snow covered roads to get parts. He has a 
new brake caliper and a set of pads in hand 
before arriving at his home in New Germany 
late that evening….a long day, but ready for 
the next part of this mission!

It is -6 and snowing lightly with a bone 
chilling wind blowing off Chain Lake when we 
arrive at the Big Massey. We start the engine 
hoping that the fan will blow some heat back 
on us as we work. A couple of hours later 
we have the caliper and brake pads installed 
and Gerald is rolling. I take the gear home 
on my sled and jump in my truck to meet 
Gerald at Armstrong Lake Road where we 
switch and I continue busting snow drifts for 
the next eleven hours. The excessive braking 

Crossburn Snowmobile Club
Danny Gray, Grooming Director

continued on page 25
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Well when you talk to a non 
snowmobiler, they quickly bring 
up the subject about the snow 

and how they say “ Wow this winter must 
have been a dream season with all the 
snow we have had”. When I explain 
to them that the season was more of a 
nightmare, or as I call it the winter from 
hell!! You would think with over 500 cm of 
snow we here at the Prince Edward Island 
Snowmobile Association would be smiling 
from ear to ear, but instead we have a 
group of volunteers on the board and 
groomer operators who are completely 
worn out from what Mother Nature has 
thrown at us this season. Actually I should 
rephrase that “What Mother Nature has 
pounded us with the last seven weeks”. 
We have had almost 400 cm since the 
27th of January with a almost never 
ending run of storms including four major 
ones with dumps of 83 to 64 to 56 to 52 
centimeters. Normally we would all be 
very pleased with this but the biggest issue 
we have faced with this snow has been 
the WIND!!!!. It just never seemed to end. 
Everyone of our groomer fleet has had to 
fight with 15 to 20 foot drifts. The worst 
being the areas on the Confederation 
Trail between St. Peters and Summerside. 
We have had some groomer operators 
who felt like they have spent more time 
shoveling than they actually did grooming. 
Some of the wind numbers during the 
season were crazy.

For example:

February

Only 3 days with wind less than 30 km/h

We had 16 days with wind more than 45 km/h

There were 9 days with wind more than 60 km/h

March (up to 25th)

Six days less than 30 km/h

Fifteen days above 40 kmh

Nine days above 60 km/h

It was very discouraging to our groomer 
operators and snowmobilers, as we would 

just get trail opened and sometimes even 
before it was entirely opened bang, we 
would be hit with another major snow and 
wind event. Some of the normal runs that 
may take 15 to 18 hours to groom have 
taken between 30 and 35 hrs to complete 
with constant hooking and unhooking of 
the drag to bust down large drifts. In the 
whole season, up to March 25th there 
were only two weekends that it was good 
both Saturday and Sunday. In total when 
the season ends our five groomers will 
have put on close to 3,300 hours with a 
couple going over the 700 hour mark. 
These are new records for grooming in 
one season here on PEI.

For the second consecutive year we were 
pleased that the Provincial Conservation 
Department officers assisted our volunteer 
trail warden program. You can never have 
too much security on the trail catching 
all those FREELOADERS who believe they 
are more important than you and I and 
do not believe they should have to buy 
into the system. In total to date there have 
been close to 1,000 sled stops with close 
to 50 tickets issued for both trail pass and 
registration violations. With our permit 
sales down for this year by over 200 
permits we are happy to see them on the 
trails as much as possible and we look 
forward to seeing them on the trail next 
year.

There was a large turnout for our recently 
held Annual General Meeting held at the 
Emerald Community Center. There was 
lots of discussion and interest from the 
newly formed West Prince Snowmobile 
Association about the possibility of 
becoming a grooming club in the future 
as they make efforts to develop some 
new trails in the western part of PEI. A 
short presentation was also given by 
the Eastern Grooming Committee to 
update everyone where they were with 
their hopes of assisting grooming in 
the eastern area of the province. At our 
AGM each year we have to say goodbye 
and hello to new and old members. We 

here at the PEISA would like to welcome 
Angela MacDonald, as the new Eastern 
representative, Logan Getson as new 
Western representative and Marlana 
Oliver as the new Youth representative. 
When you welcome someone new then 
someone else is leaving; thanks to Mallory 
Hambly for her years of service as one 
of the first youth directors elected to the 
board, Jamie Doyle, his time and efforts at 
the board table and finally Allain Richard 
from Wellington for over twelve years of 
leadership and dedication at this level. 
You will all be missed and thank-you.

As we close out the 2015 season, still not 
sure if it was a good one or bad, hard 
to believe with this much snow it could 
not be good but I will let all of my fellow 
snowmobilers make their own decision 
on that question. I would like to thank 
the over 50 businesses who we partner 
with on our map, both for their ads as 
well as being there for all of us with 
many services. A special thank-you to 
our partners, Hot 105, Ocean 100 and 
Kwik Kopy and to Arctic Cat for providing 
the PEISA with a demo sled for the fourth 
consecutive year, special thanks! Woody’s 
traction parts for the second year have 
contributed to our early season permit 
drive and is greatly appreciated. And 
finally to our four dealers, Dennis Motors 
(Yamaha,) Team Reddin Power Sports 
(Ski-doo,) Red Rock Polaris and Toymaster 
Motor Sports for all their assistance with 
selling permits and anything else we 
needed done including sleds for special 
events and for always being available if 
needed.

There is not a snowmobile organization 
anywhere that would ever succeed if it was 
not for the dedicated group of volunteers, 
who sit on boards, mark trails, trim trails, 
run and fix groomers as well as endless 
other jobs. I hope you can fully understand 
how much you are appreciated for the 
thousands of man hours you give each 
year to make snowmobiling such a huge 
success here on PEI.

2015!!! A Winter to Remember 
or Hope to Forget????
Dale Hickox President of the PEI Snowmobile Association
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The Springside Snowmobile Club 
kicked off the 2015 snowmobile 
season by holding their annual 

Snowmobile Dinner Draw on Saturday, 
November 8, 2014. Once again it was 
a huge success with a complete sellout 
again this year at the Dutch Inn. The 
last one standing after the elimination 
draw and grand prize winner was Kyle 
MacKenzie, who chose the 2015 Polaris 
Indy 600 from a group of four sleds. 
Thanks to all those who purchased tickets, 
all who donated door prizes and a special 
thanks to the four dealers who help 
make this event the official kickoff to the 
snowmobile season. 

Springside Snowmobile Club has had a 
warm up cabin located behind Brookvale 
Ski Park for many years. It was a great 
place for all snowmobilers to stop in and 

get warm, relax and 
tell tall snowmobile 
tales. On December 
28, 2014 we were 
all disappointed to 
hear that the cabin 
had been set on fire 
and burned to the 
ground by vandals. 
After much chatter 
on face book and 
other social media 
locations, the RCMP 
now has two suspects 
they think may be 
responsible for the 
fire. At this point the 
Club has not decided 
whether or not they 
will rebuild, if we do 
it will be in a different location. The Cabin 

was truly missed this year by all.

We started grooming on January 14; 
knocking the tops off plowed fields and 
levelling. Fulltime grooming started on 
January 29, 2015 after we finally received 
snow. Like the rest of the PEISA groomers 
it has been a challenging winter with all 
the wind and continuous snow storms. The 
groomer operators did the best they could 
to keep the trails in as good a shape as 
possible considering the conditions we 
faced on an almost daily basis. We had 
more hours on our groomer this year than 
any other year in the past

Springside would like to thank all of 
our directors and volunteers for all their 
hard work and dedication during this 
challenging season.

Thanks 
Springside Snowmobile Club 

Springside Snowmobile Club

A picture of the Cabin destroyed by vandals this past winter

Groomer hard at work


